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The Russian Revolution of 1917 was a pivotal moment in global history, leading to the rise of the
Soviet Union and fundamentally altering the political landscape of the 20th century. A webquest is a
research-based educational activity that engages students in a quest for knowledge on a specific
topic, often utilizing various digital resources. In this article, we will provide a comprehensive
overview of key concepts, events, and figures associated with the Russian Revolution, which can
serve as an answers key for a webquest on this subject.

Overview of the Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution consists of two major phases: the February Revolution and the October
Revolution. Both revolutions were driven by a combination of social discontent, economic hardship,
and political unrest.

February Revolution (March 1917)

- Causes: The February Revolution was primarily fueled by discontent among the working class and
peasants due to food shortages, economic difficulties, and the impacts of World War I.
- Key Events:
- On March 8, 1917, International Women's Day protests erupted in Petrograd (now St. Petersburg),
demanding bread and peace.
- Strikes and demonstrations escalated, leading to the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II on March 15,
1917.
- The formation of the Provisional Government, which aimed to establish a democratic framework but
struggled with legitimacy and support.

October Revolution (November 1917)

- Causes: Disillusionment with the Provisional Government, especially regarding its continuation of the
war and failure to address land reforms.
- Key Events:
- The Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin and Leon Trotsky, gained support among workers and soldiers
by promising "Peace, Land, and Bread."
- On October 25, 1917, the Bolsheviks seized key government buildings in Petrograd, effectively
overthrowing the Provisional Government.
- The establishment of the Soviet government marked the beginning of a new era in Russian politics.



Key Figures of the Russian Revolution

Understanding the key figures involved in the Russian Revolution is crucial for comprehending its
dynamics.

Vladimir Lenin

- Role: Leader of the Bolshevik Party and architect of the October Revolution.
- Ideology: Advocated for Marxist principles, emphasizing the need for a vanguard party to lead the
proletariat revolution.

Leon Trotsky

- Role: A key Bolshevik leader and the head of the Red Army.
- Contributions: Instrumental in organizing the October Revolution and later played a significant role
in the Russian Civil War.

Tsar Nicholas II

- Role: The last Emperor of Russia, whose abdication marked the end of the Romanov dynasty.
- Downfall: His inability to address the needs of the people and his reliance on autocratic rule led to
widespread dissatisfaction.

Other Notable Figures

- Joseph Stalin: Initially a member of the Bolshevik Party, he rose to power in the years following
Lenin’s death, eventually becoming the leader of the Soviet Union.
- Alexander Kerensky: Leader of the Provisional Government who failed to maintain control and
legitimacy, leading to his eventual downfall.

Key Concepts and Ideologies

The Russian Revolution was not only a series of events but also a clash of ideologies that shaped the
future of Russia and influenced global politics.

Marxism and Leninism

- Marxism: A socio-economic theory that advocates for the working class's revolutionary overthrow of



capitalism.
- Leninism: An adaptation of Marxism that emphasizes the role of a vanguard party leading the
proletariat.

Socialism and Communism

- Socialism: An economic system where the means of production are owned and regulated by the
community or state.
- Communism: A more extreme form of socialism advocating for a classless society and the abolition
of private property.

Propaganda and Control

- Use of Propaganda: The Bolsheviks effectively used propaganda to garner support for their cause,
portraying themselves as champions of the oppressed.
- Control of Information: After seizing power, the Bolsheviks controlled media and suppressed dissent
to maintain their authority.

The Impact of the Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution had far-reaching consequences not only within Russia but across the world.

Formation of the Soviet Union

- Establishment: In 1922, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) was officially formed, marking
the rise of a communist superpower.
- Global Influence: The Soviet Union became a model for communist movements worldwide,
influencing revolutions and political ideologies in various countries.

Social and Economic Changes

- Land Reforms: The Bolsheviks implemented land redistribution policies, transferring land from
aristocrats to peasants.
- Industrialization: The revolution led to state control over industry and the implementation of Five-
Year Plans aimed at rapid industrialization.

International Reactions and Cold War

- Fear of Communism: The success of the Bolsheviks instigated fears of communism spreading



globally, leading to various anti-communist movements.
- Cold War: The ideological conflict between the capitalist West and the communist East defined
international relations for decades.

Conclusion

The Russian Revolution was a complex and transformative event that reshaped not only Russia but
also the global political landscape. Understanding its key figures, events, ideologies, and impacts is
essential for grasping the nuances of 20th-century history. A webquest on the Russian Revolution can
encourage students to delve deeper into these topics, fostering critical thinking and analytical skills.
The answers key provided here can serve as a foundational resource for educators and students alike,
aiding in the exploration of this significant historical moment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the Russian Revolution?
The main causes included widespread discontent with the Tsarist regime, economic hardship, social
inequality, and the impact of World War I.

Who were the key figures in the Russian Revolution?
Key figures included Vladimir Lenin, Leon Trotsky, Tsar Nicholas II, and Joseph Stalin.

What was the significance of the October Revolution?
The October Revolution led to the Bolsheviks seizing power, establishing a communist government,
and ultimately changing the course of Russian history.

What role did the Bolshevik Party play in the revolution?
The Bolshevik Party, led by Lenin, played a crucial role in organizing the revolution and mobilizing the
working class's support for a socialist agenda.

How did World War I influence the Russian Revolution?
World War I exacerbated economic and social issues in Russia, leading to widespread discontent and
protests against the war and the Tsar.

What was the outcome of the Russian Civil War?
The outcome of the Russian Civil War was the victory of the Bolsheviks, leading to the establishment
of the Soviet Union in 1922.



What were the policies implemented by Lenin after the
revolution?
Lenin implemented the New Economic Policy (NEP), which allowed for some private enterprise and
market mechanisms to revive the economy.

What was the impact of the Russian Revolution on global
politics?
The Russian Revolution inspired communist movements worldwide and significantly influenced
international relations and ideologies throughout the 20th century.

What were the social changes brought about by the Russian
Revolution?
The revolution brought about significant social changes, including land redistribution, the
establishment of women's rights, and the promotion of education.

How did the Russian Revolution affect the monarchy in
Russia?
The Russian Revolution led to the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II and the end of over three centuries of
Romanov rule in Russia.
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