russian revolution webquest answer key

Russian Revolution Webquest Answer Key represents a comprehensive guide for
educators and students engaging in the exploration of one of the most pivotal
events in modern history. This answer key serves as a valuable resource for
understanding the complexities of the Russian Revolution, which unfolded over
a series of remarkable events from 1917 to 1922. By delving into the
political, social, and economic factors that contributed to this upheaval,
students can gain a clearer understanding of its implications not only for
Russia but for the world at large.

Understanding the Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution consists of two major events: the February Revolution
and the October Revolution. Each played a critical role in the dismantling of
the Tsarist autocracy and the rise of the Bolshevik regime.

February Revolution

1. Causes:

- Economic hardship due to World War I.

- Widespread discontent with Tsar Nicholas II’'s leadership.

- Influence of revolutionary ideologies among the working class and peasants.

2. Key Events:

- Protests and strikes in Petrograd (now St. Petersburg).
- The abdication of Tsar Nicholas II on March 2, 1917.

- The establishment of the Provisional Government.

3. Outcomes:

The end of the Romanov dynasty.

Formation of the Petrograd Soviet, a council representing workers and
soldiers.

October Revolution

1. Causes:

Continued dissatisfaction with the Provisional Government.

The Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin, capitalized on popular discontent.
Promises of “Peace, Land, and Bread” resonated with the masses.

2. Key Events:
- The Bolshevik takeover on October 25, 1917, marked by the storming of the
Winter Palace.



- The establishment of a Communist government led by the Bolsheviks.

3. Outcomes:

- The signing of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk in 1918, ending Russia's
involvement in World War I.

- The beginning of the Russian Civil War.

Key Figures in the Russian Revolution

Understanding the individuals who played significant roles in the Russian
Revolution is crucial for grasping the historical context.

Vliadimir Lenin

- Leader of the Bolshevik Party.
- Advocated for a Marxist revolution.
- Key figure in the October Revolution and the formation of the Soviet state.

Leon Trotsky

- A prominent Bolshevik leader and military strategist.
- Organized the Red Army during the Civil War.
- Played a vital role in spreading revolutionary ideas internationally.

Tsar Nicholas II

- The last Emperor of Russia.

- His inability to address the needs of the Russian people led to his
downfall.

- Abdicated the throne, leading to the end of the Romanov dynasty.

Other Notable Figures

- Grigori Rasputin: Mystic and adviser to the royal family, whose influence
contributed to the Tsar's unpopularity.

- Alexander Kerensky: Leader of the Provisional Government whose failure to
maintain power led to the Bolshevik takeover.



Consequences of the Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution had far-reaching consequences that shaped not only
Russia but also the global political landscape.

Political Changes

1. Establishment of the Soviet Union:

- The revolution led to the creation of a one-party state based on Marxist-
Leninist ideology.

- The Communist Party became the ruling party, suppressing opposition.

2. Civil War:

- The revolution sparked a brutal Civil War (1917-1922) between the Red Army
(Bolsheviks) and the White Army (anti-Bolsheviks).

- The Civil War resulted in millions of deaths and widespread devastation.

3. Spread of Communism:

- Inspired revolutionary movements worldwide, including in China, Cuba, and
Eastern Europe.

- Established a model for future communist movements.

Social and Economic Changes

1. Land Redistribution:
Land was taken from the nobility and redistributed to peasants.
The policy aimed to address the grievances of the agrarian population.

N

. Industrialization:

The Bolsheviks initiated a series of Five-Year Plans to rapidly
industrialize the economy.
- This led to significant changes in the workforce and urbanization.

3. Education and Propaganda:

- The new government focused on educating the populace and promoting
communist ideology.

- Control of media and the arts was established to ensure alignment with
state policies.

Educational Resources for the Webquest

In conducting a webquest on the Russian Revolution, educators can utilize a
variety of resources to enhance learning experiences.



Primary Source Documents

1. Lenin’s April Theses: Outlines his vision for Russia post-revolution.
2. The Decree on Peace: Bolshevik promise to withdraw from World War I.
3. The Decree on Land: Fundamental changes in land ownership.

Secondary Sources

- Books and Articles: Scholarly works that analyze
the revolution, such as "The Russian Revolution: A
New History" by Sean McMeekin.

- Documentaries: Visual media that illustrate the
events and impact of the revolution.

Interactive Resources

- Online Databases: Archives of documents and
photographs from the era.

- Virtual Tours: Explore significant locations, such
as the Winter Palace and Red Square.

Conclusion

The Russian Revolution Webquest Answer Key provides
a structured and informative approach to
understanding one of the most significant events of
the 20th century. By engaging with the causes, key
figures, and consequences of the revolution,
students can cultivate a deeper appreciation for its
complexity and lasting impact. The revolution not
only transformed Russia but also set the stage for
future revolutions and the global spread of
communist ideology. Utilizing a variety of



educational resources, educators can foster critical
thinking and encourage students to analyze
historical events in a nuanced manner. The study of
the Russian Revolution continues to be relevant
today, as its lessons resonate in contemporary
discussions about power, governance, and social
change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the Russian Revolution?

The main causes included widespread discontent with
the autocratic rule of Tsar Nicholas II, economic
hardships, social inequality, and the impact of
World War I.

What role did the Bolsheviks play in the Russian
Revolution?

The Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin, were a key
revolutionary faction that advocated for a socialist
government and played a significant role in the
October Revolution of 1917.

What were the key events of the February Revolution?

The February Revolution began with protests against
food shortages, leading to strikes and the eventual
abdication of Tsar Nicholas II on March 2, 1917.



How did World War I influence the Russian
Revolution?

The war caused severe economic strain, military
defeats, and loss of morale, exacerbating public
discontent and contributing to the revolutionary
fervor.

What was the significance of the October Revolution?

The October Revolution marked the Bolsheviks'
seizure of power, leading to the establishment of a
communist government and the eventual creation of
the Soviet Union.

Who were the main leaders of the Russian Revolution?

Key leaders included Vladimir Lenin, Leon Trotsky,
and Joseph Stalin, who played significant roles in
mobilizing support and leading the Bolsheviks.

What was the outcome of the Russian Civil War?

The Russian Civil War (1917-1922) resulted in the
victory of the Red Army (Bolsheviks) over the White
Army (anti-Bolsheviks), solidifying Bolshevik
control.



What impact did the Russian Revolution have on the
world?

The revolution inspired communist movements
worldwide, altered global power dynamics, and led to
the establishment of a socialist state in Russia.

What was the role of propaganda in the Russian
Revolution?

Propaganda was crucial in shaping public opinion,
mobilizing support for the Bolsheviks, and spreading
revolutionary ideals among the masses.

How did the Russian Revolution affect women's
rights?

The revolution initially promoted women's rights,
granting them the right to vote and access to
education and employment, though challenges remained
in practice.
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