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Russian foreign policy: the return of great power politics has emerged as a critical area of
study as the geopolitical landscape evolves. As international relations continue to shift,
understanding Russia's strategies and ambitions is essential for policymakers, scholars, and those
interested in global affairs. The Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) has published various analyses
and books that delve into these themes, particularly through the lens of Rowman & Littlefield, a
publisher known for its contributions to the field of international studies. This article explores the
complexities of Russian foreign policy, the resurgence of great power politics, and the influential
literature that shapes our understanding of these dynamics.

Understanding Russian Foreign Policy

Russian foreign policy is shaped by historical, cultural, and ideological factors. To comprehend its
current trajectory, one must consider several key elements:

1. Historical Context

Russia's past as a superpower during the Soviet era continues to influence its contemporary foreign
policy. The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 led to a significant power vacuum and a re-
evaluation of Russia's role on the world stage. Key historical moments include:

- The Cold War and its ideological battles
- The rise of Vladimir Putin and his consolidation of power
- The expansion of NATO and its implications for Russian security

2. National Interests and Security

Russia's foreign policy is heavily driven by its national interests, particularly concerning security.
The Kremlin's view of the West, especially the United States, is often characterized by suspicion and
rivalry. Key aspects include:

- The desire to maintain influence in former Soviet states
- The importance of energy resources as a tool of foreign policy
- The focus on military modernization and strategic deterrence



3. Ideological Dimensions

Ideology plays a significant role in Russian foreign policy, particularly under Putin's leadership. This
includes:

- The promotion of a multipolar world order as a counter to Western hegemony

- The assertion of traditional values in opposition to liberal democracy

- The use of disinformation and propaganda to shape narratives both domestically and
internationally

The Return of Great Power Politics

The concept of great power politics refers to the competition and rivalry among major states for
influence and dominance in international relations. The return of great power politics is evident in
several ways:

1. Resurgence of Military Engagement

In recent years, Russia has demonstrated a willingness to engage militarily in various regions,
showcasing its desire to re-establish itself as a global power. Key events include:

- The annexation of Crimea in 2014
- Military operations in Syria
- Increased military presence in the Arctic

2. Strategic Alliances and Partnerships

Russia is actively seeking to forge strategic alliances to counterbalance Western influence. Notable
partnerships include:

- Strengthening ties with China through initiatives like the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO)

- Collaborating with Iran and other states in the Middle East

- Engaging with regional powers in Africa and Latin America

3. Economic Leverage

Economic tools are fundamental to Russia's foreign policy strategy. The Kremlin leverages its vast
energy resources to exert influence over Europe and other regions. Key points include:

- The use of gas supplies as a political tool
- Investment in infrastructure projects, such as the Nord Stream pipelines



- The promotion of economic cooperation with BRICS nations (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa)

Influential Literature on Russian Foreign Policy

The Council on Foreign Relations and Rowman & Littlefield have published numerous works that
provide valuable insights into Russian foreign policy and the return of great power politics. Here are
some noteworthy contributions:

1. Books by CFR Experts

CFR has a reputation for producing in-depth analyses of global issues. Some significant titles related
to Russian foreign policy include:

- "Russia's Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics" - This book examines the motivations
behind Russia's assertive foreign policy and its implications for global stability.

- "The Limits of Partnership: U.S.-Russia Relations in the Twenty-First Century" - This work explores
the complexities and challenges of U.S.-Russia relations, providing context for contemporary
tensions.

2. Rowman & Littlefield Publications

Rowman & Littlefield has also published several important volumes that delve into Russian foreign
policy, including:

- "Russia and the West: A New Cold War?" - This book analyzes the dynamics of Russia's relations
with Western powers, discussing the potential for conflict and cooperation.

- "Understanding the Russia-Ukraine Conflict" - This title offers an in-depth look at the historical and
political factors that have shaped the ongoing crisis between Russia and Ukraine.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Russian foreign policy: the return of great power politics is a multifaceted
subject that demands careful consideration and analysis. The historical context, national interests,
and ideological dimensions all contribute to understanding Russia's actions on the global stage. As
great power politics resurfaces, it is essential for scholars and policymakers to engage with the
extensive literature available from institutions like the Council on Foreign Relations and publishers
like Rowman & Littlefield. By doing so, they can better navigate the complexities of international
relations and anticipate the implications of Russia's foreign policy decisions for global stability and
security. Understanding these dynamics is not just an academic exercise; it is crucial for developing
effective strategies to address the challenges posed by a resurgent Russia in the contemporary
geopolitical landscape.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in the book 'Russian
Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics'?

The book explores themes such as the resurgence of Russia as a global power, the historical context
of its foreign policy, and the implications of its actions on international relations, emphasizing the
strategic priorities of the Kremlin.

How does the Council on Foreign Relations view the impact of
Russian foreign policy on global stability?

The Council on Foreign Relations often highlights that Russian foreign policy can destabilize
regions, particularly through military interventions and strategic alliances that challenge Western
influence and the existing international order.

In what ways has Russian foreign policy shifted since the Cold
War, according to recent analyses?

Recent analyses indicate that Russian foreign policy has shifted towards a more assertive and
interventionist stance, focusing on re-establishing its influence in former Soviet territories and
countering NATO expansion.

What role does energy play in Russian foreign policy as
discussed in current literature?

Energy is a critical tool in Russian foreign policy, used as both an economic leverage and a means to
exert political influence over Europe and other regions dependent on Russian oil and gas supplies.

How does the concept of 'great power politics' manifest in
Russia's current foreign relations?

The concept of 'great power politics' in Russia's foreign relations is evident in its strategic
maneuvers in conflicts such as those in Ukraine and Syria, where it seeks to assert dominance and
challenge Western hegemony.

What are some recommended readings from Rowman &
Littlefield regarding Russian foreign policy?

Rowman & Littlefield offers several insightful titles on Russian foreign policy, including 'Russian
Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics' and other works that analyze its geopolitical
strategies and historical context.
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