
runes from city of bones

Runes from City of Bones play a pivotal role in Cassandra Clare's urban fantasy series, The Mortal

Instruments. These mystical symbols are not merely decorative; they serve as powerful tools that

enhance the abilities of the Shadowhunters—human-angel hybrids tasked with protecting the world

from demons and other supernatural threats. In this article, we will explore the origins, meanings,

applications, and significance of these runes within the context of the story, diving deep into their

varied uses and the impact they have on the characters and plot.

Understanding Runes

Runes in the world of The Mortal Instruments are derived from the Angelic language and are used by

Shadowhunters to channel their powers. Each rune holds a specific meaning and purpose, allowing

the wielder to perform incredible feats.

Origins of Runes

The origins of the runes can be traced back to the relationship between humans and angels.

According to the lore presented in City of Bones, the first Shadowhunters were given these symbols to

protect humanity from demonic forces. The creation of the runes is attributed to the Angel Raziel, who

bestowed his grace and knowledge upon the Shadowhunters, enabling them to combat evil with divine

assistance.

The Structure of Runes

Runes are composed of lines and curves, each element representing a different aspect of their power.



Here are a few key features of the runes:

1. Simplicity: Runes are often simple in design, making them easy to draw or etch onto surfaces.

2. Symbolism: Each rune encapsulates a specific trait or ability, making it essential for Shadowhunters

to understand their meanings.

3. Flexibility: Runes can be combined to create new effects, allowing skilled Shadowhunters to tailor

their abilities to specific situations.

Types of Runes

Runes are categorized based on their functions. Below are some of the most significant types of runes

featured in City of Bones:

1. Strength Rune

The Strength Rune is one of the most commonly used runes. It enhances the physical capabilities of

the Shadowhunter, allowing them to lift heavy objects, deliver powerful blows, and withstand greater

amounts of physical trauma.

2. Healing Rune

The Healing Rune is vital for any Shadowhunter who finds themselves in perilous situations. This rune

accelerates the body’s natural healing process, allowing the user to recover from injuries more swiftly.

It is often used in battle when time is of the essence.



3. Speed Rune

As the name suggests, the Speed Rune grants the wielder enhanced agility and speed. This rune is

particularly useful in combat situations where dodging attacks or making quick escapes is necessary.

4. Invisibility Rune

The Invisibility Rune allows the Shadowhunter to become invisible for a short period. This is essential

in reconnaissance missions or when stealth is required to evade detection by demons or enemies.

5. Fearless Rune

The Fearless Rune imbues the wielder with courage, allowing them to face terrifying situations without

succumbing to fear. This rune is particularly beneficial in the face of daunting foes or during intense

battles.

Application of Runes

The application of runes is not merely a matter of drawing them on the skin; it involves understanding

the right context in which to use them. Below are several ways that runes are applied in City of Bones:

1. Tattooing Runes

Shadowhunters often tattoo runes onto their skin for permanent access to their abilities. This method

allows them to call upon the runes at any time without needing to redraw them. Tattoos are usually



placed on strategic parts of the body to maximize their effectiveness.

2. Drawing Runes

For temporary effects, runes can be drawn using special inks or materials. This method is particularly

useful for runes that may not be needed constantly. A Shadowhunter might draw a Speed Rune before

a battle but would not need it at all times.

3. Use of Runes in Combat

In battle, the strategic use of runes can turn the tide of a fight. Shadowhunters may combine multiple

runes for enhanced effects. For example, using the Speed Rune alongside the Strength Rune can

allow a Shadowhunter to move quickly while delivering powerful attacks.

4. Runes in Healing and Protection

Runes are also vital in healing and protecting allies. A Shadowhunter may use the Healing Rune on a

wounded comrade while simultaneously drawing a Protection Rune to shield them from further harm.

The Significance of Runes in City of Bones

Runes are not just tools; they symbolize the connection between the Shadowhunters and their divine

heritage. They represent their mission to protect humanity while also highlighting the burdens they

bear as warriors against darkness.



1. Identity and Heritage

For Shadowhunters, runes serve as a reminder of their identity and purpose. They are not only

warriors but also guardians of a legacy bestowed upon them by angels. The runes help them

remember their responsibility to protect the mundane world from supernatural threats.

2. Limitations and Consequences

While runes grant immense power, they also come with limitations. Overusing or misapplying runes

can lead to severe consequences, including physical and mental exhaustion. This aspect adds a layer

of complexity to the characters' use of runes, making their choices in battle even more critical.

3. Growth and Learning

Throughout City of Bones and the subsequent novels in The Mortal Instruments series, characters

grow in their understanding and use of runes. As they face new challenges, their ability to wield runes

effectively reflects their personal growth and development. This journey emphasizes the importance of

experience and knowledge in mastering one's abilities.

4. Runes and Relationships

Runes also play a role in the relationships between characters. The act of drawing a rune on someone

else can symbolize trust and camaraderie. For instance, when a Shadowhunter uses a Healing Rune

on a friend, it reinforces their bond and highlights their commitment to each other's well-being.



Conclusion

Runes from City of Bones are more than just magical symbols; they encapsulate the essence of what

it means to be a Shadowhunter. From their origins in the angelic realm to their practical applications in

the heat of battle, runes serve as powerful tools that enhance the abilities of the characters while also

reflecting their struggles and growth. As the series unfolds, the significance of runes deepens,

intertwining with the characters' personal journeys and the overarching narrative. The exploration of

these mystical symbols enriches the world-building of The Mortal Instruments, making it a captivating

read for fans of urban fantasy and supernatural fiction. Whether tattooed permanently or drawn for a

specific purpose, runes are a testament to the enduring legacy of the Shadowhunters and their eternal

fight against darkness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are runes in 'City of Bones'?

Runes are magical symbols used by Shadowhunters to enhance their abilities and grant them various

powers.

How are runes applied in 'City of Bones'?

Runes are typically drawn on the skin using a special stele, and they can be placed on objects or

surfaces as well.

What is the significance of runes to Shadowhunters?

Runes are essential for Shadowhunters as they provide enhancements such as increased strength,

healing, and protection against demons.



Can anyone use runes in 'City of Bones'?

No, only Shadowhunters and those trained in their use can effectively apply and benefit from runes.

What is the most commonly used rune in 'City of Bones'?

The 'Enhancement Rune' is commonly used to boost physical abilities during battles.

Are there any limitations to using runes?

Yes, using runes can be physically taxing, and misuse can lead to negative consequences or even

injury.

What role do runes play in the plot of 'City of Bones'?

Runes are integral to the plot as they aid the characters in their battles against demons and in their

quest to uncover the truth.

How do the characters in 'City of Bones' learn about runes?

Characters often learn about runes through training, ancestral knowledge, or guidance from more

experienced Shadowhunters.

Are there any unique runes introduced in 'City of Bones'?

Yes, the series features unique runes that are specific to certain situations, enhancing the lore and

complexity of their use.

What is the relationship between runes and the Shadow World?

Runes connect Shadowhunters to the Shadow World, allowing them to interact with and combat

supernatural forces.
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