
run on sentences worksheet
Run on sentences worksheet is an essential tool for educators and students alike, providing a
structured approach to identifying and correcting one of the most common writing errors. Run-on
sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are improperly combined without
appropriate punctuation or conjunctions. This can lead to confusion in reading and misinterpretation
of the intended message. A worksheet dedicated to this topic can help learners recognize the
characteristics of run-on sentences, practice correcting them, and ultimately improve their writing
skills.

Understanding Run-On Sentences

Definition and Characteristics

A run-on sentence is a grammatical error that arises when two or more independent clauses are
joined together without adequate punctuation or conjunctions. The primary characteristics of run-on
sentences include:

1. Lack of Proper Punctuation: These sentences often omit necessary commas, semicolons, or
conjunctions.
2. Clarity Issues: Because of their structure, run-on sentences can confuse readers, making it
difficult to discern where one idea ends and another begins.
3. Multiple Independent Clauses: Run-on sentences typically contain two or more independent
clauses that could stand alone as separate sentences.

Examples of Run-On Sentences

To better grasp the concept of run-on sentences, consider the following examples:

- Example 1: "I went to the store I forgot to buy milk."
- Example 2: "She loves to read she has a collection of over 300 books."
- Example 3: "The dog barked loudly the neighbors complained."

In each case, the independent clauses are improperly fused together, resulting in a run-on sentence.

Common Causes of Run-On Sentences

Understanding why run-on sentences occur can help in teaching and preventing them. Here are
some common causes:

1. Lack of Awareness: Many writers may not realize they are combining independent clauses



incorrectly.
2. Desire for Complexity: Some writers attempt to create complex sentences without grasping the
necessary grammatical rules.
3. Speed of Writing: In the rush to express thoughts, writers may neglect proper punctuation.
4. Limited Grammar Knowledge: A lack of understanding of independent clauses and their functions
can lead to run-on sentences.

Correcting Run-On Sentences

There are several strategies to correct run-on sentences. A worksheet focused on these techniques
can be incredibly beneficial for learners.

Techniques for Correction

1. Using a Period: The simplest method is to separate the run-on into two distinct sentences.
- Example: "I went to the store. I forgot to buy milk."

2. Using a Semicolon: A semicolon can join two closely related independent clauses.
- Example: "She loves to read; she has a collection of over 300 books."

3. Adding a Comma and a Coordinating Conjunction: Combine the clauses using a comma followed
by a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).
- Example: "The dog barked loudly, and the neighbors complained."

4. Rephrasing: Sometimes, rephrasing one of the clauses can eliminate the need for complex
punctuation.
- Example: "I forgot to buy milk after I went to the store."

Creating a Run-On Sentences Worksheet

A well-structured run on sentences worksheet can greatly enhance learning outcomes. Here’s how to
create one:

Sections of the Worksheet

1. Introduction: Provide a brief explanation of what run-on sentences are, including definitions and
characteristics.

2. Identification Exercises: Include a section where students can identify run-on sentences. For
example:
- "My brother plays soccer he practices every day."
- "The sun is shining we should go for a walk."



3. Correction Exercises: Present sentences with run-on structures, asking students to correct them.
- "I enjoy hiking it is a great way to explore nature."
- "We went to the beach it was a beautiful day."

4. Writing Prompts: Encourage students to write their own sentences, challenging them to avoid
run-on structures.
- Prompt: Write a paragraph about your favorite hobby, ensuring you use proper punctuation.

5. Peer Review: Incorporate a section for peer review, where students can exchange worksheets and
identify run-ons in each other’s work.

Example Worksheet Layout

Here’s a simple layout that can be used for a run-on sentences worksheet:

- Title: Run-On Sentences Worksheet
- Section 1: Definition and Characteristics
- Section 2: Identify the Run-On Sentences (List 5 sentences)
- Section 3: Correct the Sentences (List 5 sentences)
- Section 4: Writing Prompt (Your favorite hobby)
- Section 5: Peer Review Section (Space for comments)

Benefits of Using a Run-On Sentences Worksheet

Using a run on sentences worksheet offers numerous advantages for both students and educators:

1. Enhanced Understanding: Worksheets provide a structured format for learners to grasp complex
grammatical concepts.
2. Increased Practice: Repeated practice helps solidify the rules surrounding sentence structure.
3. Improved Writing Skills: As students learn to identify and correct run-on sentences, their overall
writing quality improves.
4. Confidence Building: Mastering this aspect of grammar can foster greater confidence in writing
abilities.

Conclusion

In conclusion, a run on sentences worksheet is an invaluable resource for anyone looking to improve
their writing skills. By understanding the nature of run-on sentences, utilizing effective correction
techniques, and engaging in structured practice, students can enhance both their writing clarity and
overall communication abilities. As educators incorporate these worksheets into their teaching
practices, they will likely see significant improvements in student writing and comprehension,
leading to greater success in academic and professional endeavors.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a run-on sentence?
A run-on sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses are joined without proper
punctuation or conjunctions, making it grammatically incorrect.

How can a run-on sentences worksheet help students?
A run-on sentences worksheet helps students practice identifying and correcting run-on sentences,
improving their writing skills and understanding of sentence structure.

What are common methods to fix run-on sentences?
Common methods to fix run-on sentences include adding a period to separate the clauses, using a
semicolon, or adding a coordinating conjunction with a comma.

Are there specific exercises included in a run-on sentences
worksheet?
Yes, a run-on sentences worksheet may include exercises such as identifying run-on sentences,
rewriting them, and converting them into correct forms.

Who can benefit from using a run-on sentences worksheet?
Students of all ages, particularly those in middle school and high school, as well as English language
learners, can benefit from using a run-on sentences worksheet.

Where can teachers find run-on sentences worksheets?
Teachers can find run-on sentences worksheets online through educational websites, teaching
resource platforms, or by creating their own customized worksheets.
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