
run on sentences and comma splices worksheet

with answers

Run on sentences and comma splices worksheet with answers are essential tools for anyone looking

to improve their writing skills. Understanding the differences between these two common grammatical

errors can significantly enhance clarity and coherence in writing. In this article, we will explore what

run-on sentences and comma splices are, how to identify them, and provide a detailed worksheet

complete with answers to help reinforce learning.

Understanding Run-On Sentences

Run-on sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are joined without appropriate

punctuation or conjunction. These sentences can confuse readers, as they often contain multiple ideas

that are not clearly separated.

Characteristics of Run-On Sentences

1. Lack of Punctuation: There is no punctuation to indicate the end of one independent clause and the

beginning of another.

2. Multiple Independent Clauses: They contain at least two independent clauses that could stand alone

as sentences.

3. Confusion for Readers: The lack of separation can make it difficult for readers to understand the

intended meaning.



Examples of Run-On Sentences

1. I love to read I have many books on my shelf.

2. She enjoys hiking it is her favorite pastime.

3. The sun was shining brightly the picnic was a success.

Understanding Comma Splices

A comma splice occurs when two independent clauses are joined by only a comma without a

coordinating conjunction. Like run-on sentences, comma splices can create confusion and disrupt the

flow of writing.

Characteristics of Comma Splices

1. Use of Comma Alone: A comma is used to connect independent clauses without a coordinating

conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).

2. Independent Clauses: Each clause can stand alone as a complete sentence.

3. Ambiguity: Comma splices can lead to misinterpretation of the writer's intended message.

Examples of Comma Splices

1. I wanted to go for a walk, it was raining outside.

2. She loves to paint, her favorite medium is acrylic.

3. The movie was thrilling, I watched it twice.



How to Identify and Correct Run-On Sentences and Comma

Splices

To improve writing and avoid these errors, it is important to know how to identify and correct run-on

sentences and comma splices.

Identifying Errors

1. Read Aloud: Reading the sentence out loud can help you hear where pauses should be.

2. Look for Independent Clauses: Identify independent clauses and check if they are properly

connected.

3. Check Punctuation: Ensure that there is appropriate punctuation between clauses.

Correcting Run-On Sentences

Here are some effective strategies:

- Use a Period: Split the run-on sentence into two separate sentences.

- Example: I love to read. I have many books on my shelf.

- Use a Semicolon: If the clauses are closely related, a semicolon can be used.

- Example: I love to read; I have many books on my shelf.

- Use a Coordinating Conjunction: Add a conjunction along with a comma.

- Example: I love to read, and I have many books on my shelf.



Correcting Comma Splices

Here are several strategies for fixing comma splices:

- Use a Period: Turn it into two sentences.

- Example: I wanted to go for a walk. It was raining outside.

- Use a Semicolon: Connect them with a semicolon if the clauses are related.

- Example: I wanted to go for a walk; it was raining outside.

- Add a Coordinating Conjunction: Use a conjunction with the comma.

- Example: I wanted to go for a walk, but it was raining outside.

Run-On Sentences and Comma Splices Worksheet

To reinforce your understanding, try the following worksheet. Each question will require you to identify

and correct run-on sentences and comma splices.

Worksheet Instructions

1. Read each sentence carefully.

2. Identify whether the sentence is a run-on or a comma splice.

3. Correct the sentence by using one of the methods discussed previously.

Worksheet Questions

1. The cat slept on the windowsill it was warm and sunny.



2. I enjoy cooking, my favorite dish to make is lasagna.

3. It was a beautiful day we decided to go to the beach.

4. She plays the piano well, she has been practicing for years.

5. I went to the store I forgot to buy milk.

Answers to the Worksheet

Now that you’ve completed the worksheet, here are the correct answers with explanations.

Worksheet Answers

1. Correction: The cat slept on the windowsill; it was warm and sunny.

- Explanation: A semicolon is used to connect the closely related independent clauses.

2. Correction: I enjoy cooking, and my favorite dish to make is lasagna.

- Explanation: A coordinating conjunction is added to correct the comma splice.

3. Correction: It was a beautiful day. We decided to go to the beach.

- Explanation: The run-on sentence is corrected by splitting it into two sentences.

4. Correction: She plays the piano well; she has been practicing for years.

- Explanation: A semicolon is used to join the two related independent clauses.

5. Correction: I went to the store, but I forgot to buy milk.

- Explanation: A coordinating conjunction is used to fix the comma splice.



Conclusion

Understanding the distinctions between run-on sentences and comma splices is crucial for effective

writing. By practicing with worksheets and reviewing corrections, writers can improve their grammatical

skills, creating clearer and more engaging prose. Remember, good writing is about more than just

grammar; it’s about conveying your ideas in a way that is easily understood by your audience. With

practice, you can avoid these common pitfalls and enhance the quality of your writing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a run-on sentence?

A run-on sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses are joined without proper

punctuation or conjunctions.

What is a comma splice?

A comma splice is a grammatical error that occurs when two independent clauses are joined with just

a comma, without a coordinating conjunction.

How can I fix a run-on sentence?

You can fix a run-on sentence by adding a period, using a semicolon, or adding a coordinating

conjunction to separate the clauses.

What are some common coordinating conjunctions used to correct

run-on sentences?

Common coordinating conjunctions include 'and', 'but', 'or', 'nor', 'for', 'so', and 'yet'.



What is an example of a run-on sentence?

An example of a run-on sentence is: 'I love to read I go to the library every week.'

How can I identify a comma splice in my writing?

You can identify a comma splice by looking for two independent clauses that are incorrectly separated

by only a comma.

What are the effects of using run-on sentences and comma splices in

writing?

Using run-on sentences and comma splices can make writing confusing and difficult to read, leading to

miscommunication.

Can a worksheet help improve my understanding of run-on sentences

and comma splices?

Yes, a worksheet with exercises and examples can help you practice identifying and correcting run-on

sentences and comma splices.

Where can I find worksheets on run-on sentences and comma splices?

You can find worksheets online through educational websites, teachers' resources, or by searching for

grammar practice materials.
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