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RouTe ()(), OFTEN CALLED THE “MAIN STREET OF AMERICA,” HAS LONG BEEN CELEBRATED FOR ITS CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE AND
THE MYRIAD STORIES THAT IT CARRIES. CRANSTON, RHODE ISLAND—WHILE NOT TRADITIONALLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE ICONIC
HIGHWAY—HOLDS A HIDDEN HISTORY THAT REFLECTS THE BROADER NARRATIVES OF ROUTE 6 6. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO
CRANSTON'S UNIQUE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FAMOUS HIGHWAY , EXPLORING ITS HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, HIDDEN GEMS, AND
THE STORIES THAT HAVE SHAPED THIS VIBRANT COMMUNITY.

OVERVIEW OF RoOUTE 66

RoUTE 66 WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1926 AND STRETCHED OVER 2,400 MILES FROM CHICAGO TO SANTA MONICA. IT BECAME A
SYMBOL OF FREEDOM AND ADVENTURE, PARTICULARLY DURING THE POST-W/ORLD W AR || ERA WHEN MANY AMERICANS
EMBRACED CAR TRAVEL. THE HIGHWAY IS RENOWNED NOT ONLY FOR ITS SCENIC BEAUTY BUT ALSO FOR THE DIVERSE
COMMUNITIES AND ATTRACTIONS ALONG ITS PATH.

CrANSTON’S CONNECTION TO RoOUTE 66

\W/HILE CRANSTON, RHODE ISLAND, IS NOT DIRECTLY LOCATED ON ROUTE 60, ITS HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL LINKS TO THE
HIGHWAY CANNOT BE OVERLOOKED. THE CITY EMBODIES THE SPIRIT OF THE AMERICAN ROAD TRIP THROUGH ITS OWN
HISTORICAL NARRATIVES, ATTRACTIONS, AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CULTURE OF TRAVEL.

HiSTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

CRANSTON'S HISTORY DATES BACK TO COLONIAL TIMES, AND IT HAS EVOLVED THROUGH VARIOUS STAGES!

1. CoLoniAL ERA: FOUNDED IN 1754, CRANSTON WAS ORIGINALLY PART OF THE LARGER PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS. THE
AREA DEVELOPED AS A CENTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND TRADE.

2. INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION: LIKE MANY NEW ENGLAND TOWNS, CRANSTON TRANSFORMED DURING THE INDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION. THE RISE OF TEXTILE MILLS AND FACTORIES CONTRIBUTED TO POPULATION GROWTH AND URBANIZATION.

3. PosT-\W AR BooM: AFTER WORLD W/ AR |I, CRANSTON EXPERIENCED RAPID SUBURBANIZATION, MIRRORING THE TRENDS SEEN
ALONG RoOUTE 6 6. THIS PERIOD MARKED AN INCREASE IN CAR OWNERSHIP AND LONG-DISTANCE TRAVEL, REFLECTING THE
CHANGING AMERICAN LANDSCAPE.

Hippben HisToricAL GEMs

CRANSTON IS HOME TO SEVERAL HIDDEN HISTORICAL GEMS THAT ECHO THE SPIRIT OF TRAVEL AND EXPLORATION ASSOCIATED
WITH RouTE 66.

- THe CRANSTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY: THIS ORGANIZATION PRESERVES THE CITY'S RICH HISTORY, OFFERING RESOURCES AND
EXHIBITS THAT EXPLORE CRANSTON'S PAST. VISITORS CAN LEARN ABOUT THE CITY'S ROLE DURING VARIOUS HISTORICAL
PERIODS, INCLUDING ITS INDUSTRIAL ROOTS AND SUBURBAN GROW TH.

- GARDEN CITY SHOPPING CENTER: ESTABLISHED IN THE MID-20TH CENTURY, THIS SHOPPING CENTER REFLECTS THE POST-WAR
CONSUMER CULTURE. |TS ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN ARE REMINISCENT OF THE MID-CENTURY MODERN STYLE PREVALENT DURING
THE HEYDAY OF ROUTE 66.



- CRANSTON PARKS: PARKS SUCH AS THE BEAUTIFUL CRANSTON CITY PARK AND ROGER W/ILLIAMS PARK SHOWCASE THE
CITY’S COMMITMENT TO GREEN SPACES. THESE PARKS WERE VITAL FOR FAMILIES ON ROAD TRIPS LOOKING FOR PLACES TO REST
AND ENJOY NATURE, AKIN TO THE ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS FOUND ALONG ROUTE 66.

RoADSIDE ATTRACTIONS IN CRANSTON

ALTHOUGH CRANSTON MAY NOT FEATURE THE TRADITIONAL ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH ROUTE 66, IT
POSSESSES UNIQUE SPOTS THAT EMBODY THE ESSENCE OF TRAVEL AND ADVENTURE.

DiNiING AND CULTURE

1. LocAL DINERS: DINERS ARE A QUINTESSENTIAL PART OF AMERICAN ROAD CULTURE. CRANSTON BOASTS SEVERAL LOCAL
DINERS THAT SERVE CLASSIC AMERICAN FARE:

- THE Cozy GRILL: KNOWN FOR ITS BREAKFAST AND COMFORT FOOD, THIS DINER HAS BEEN A LOCAL FAVORITE FOR DECADES.
- THe PARk AVENUE DINER: OFFERING AN EXTENSIVE MENU, THIS DINER CAPTURES THE NOSTALGIA OF ROADSIDE DINING.

2. CULTURAL FesTIVALS: CRANSTON HOSTS VARIOUS FESTIVALS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, CELEBRATING LOCAL CULTURE,
FOOD, AND MUSIC. THESE EVENTS ATTRACT VISITORS AND REFLECT THE COMMUNITY'S VIBRANT SPIRIT.

HisTorICAL LANDMARKS

CRANSTON FEATURES SEVERAL LANDMARKS THAT TELL THE STORY OF ITS PAST:

- THE GOVERNOR SPRAGUE MANSION: THIS HISTORIC SITE SERVES AS A MUSEUM AND IS A TESTAMENT TO CRANSTON’'S RICH
HISTORY. THE MANSION HOSTS EVENTS AND TOURS, ALLOWING VISITORS TO EXPLORE THE ARCHITECTURAL BEAUTY AND
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SITE.

- CRANSTON PRINT W/ ORKS: ONCE A MAJOR TEXTILE MANUFACTURER, THIS SITE SYMBOLIZES THE INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE OF THE
COMMUNITY. ALTHOUGH THE PRINT WORKS HAVE CLOSED, ITS LEGACY CONTINUES TO INFLUENCE LOCAL CULTURE.

PERSONAL STORIES AND ANECDOTES

THE HIDDEN HISTORY OF CRANSTON IS ENRICHED BY PERSONAL NARRATIVES THAT CONNECT INDIVIDUALS TO THE BROADER
STORY OF RoUTE 66 AND AMERICAN ROAD CULTURE.

FAMILY RoaD TrIPS

MANY FAMILIES IN RHODE ISLAND HAVE MEMORIES OF ROAD TRIPS ALONG ROUTE 66, EVEN IF INDIRECTLY. THE STORIES SHARED
BY LOCALS OFTEN HIGHLIGHT:

- ADVENTURES IN THE 1950s AnD 60s: FAMILIES WOULD PACK UP THEIR CARS AND HIT THE ROAD, CREATING LASTING
MEMORIES. MANY WOULD STOP AT DINERS AND MOTELS THAT MIRROR THOSE ALONG RoUTE 66.

- GENERATIONAL TRAVEL: FAMILIES PASSING DOWN THE TRADITION OF ROAD-TRIPPING, VISITING SITES ALONG THE WAY THAT
EVOKE NOSTALGIA AND CONNECTION TO THEIR ROOTS.



CoMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS

CRANSTON’S RESIDENTS HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE CITY'S HIDDEN HISTORY THROUGH THEIR ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT, CREATING
BUSINESSES THAT REFLECT THE CULTURE OF TRAVEL:

- LocAL ARTISANS AND CRAFTSMEN: MANY ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN HAVE ESTABLISHED SHOPS THAT DRAW INSPIRATION
FROM TRAVEL AND NOSTALGIA, PRODUCING WORKS THAT CELEBRATE THE JOURNEY.

- HisTorICAL DOCUMENTATION: LOCAL HISTORIANS HAVE WORKED TO DOCUMENT CRANSTON'S PLACE IN THE BROADER
NARRATIVE OF AMERICAN HISTORY, CONTRIBUTING TO EXHIBITIONS AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS.

ConcLusIoN: PrReserVING CRANSTON's HiDDEN HisTorY

CRANSTON, RHoDE |SLAND, MAY NOT BE A DIRECT STOP ALONG ROUTE ()(), BUT ITS HIDDEN HISTORY IS A MICROCOSM OF THE
AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. FROM ITS COLONIAL ROOTS TO ITS INDUSTRIAL PAST AND SUBURBAN GROWTH, THE CITY REFLECTS THE
JOURNEY OF COUNTLESS AMERICANS. THE STORIES, LANDMARKS, AND LOCAL CULTURE ENCAPSULATE THE SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE
AND EXPLORATION THAT ROUTE 66 REPRESENTS.

AS WE CONTINUE TO EXPLORE AND PRESERVE THE HIDDEN HISTORIES OF TOWNS LIKE CRANSTON, WE ENRICH OUR UNDERSTANDING
OF THE AMERICAN NARRATIVE. THE LEGACY OF ROUTE 66 LIVES ON NOT ONLY IN THE ICONIC STRETCHES OF HIGHWAY BUT
ALSO IN THE COUNTLESS STORIES OF COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE EMBRACED THE SPIRIT OF THE OPEN ROAD. | HROUGH LOCAL
INITIATIVES, HISTORICAL SOCIETIES, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, CRANSTON CAN CONTINUE TO CELEBRATE ITS UNIQUE
CONNECTION TO THIS LEGENDARY HIGHWAY , ENSURING THAT ITS HIDDEN HISTORY REMAINS ALIVE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF ROUTE 66 IN CRANSTON?

RouTe ()(), KNOWN AS THE ‘MAIN STREET OF AMERICAI, PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRANSTON AS A
COMMERCIAL HUB, CONNECTING TRAVELERS AND BOOSTING LOCAL BUSINESSES DURING THE MID-20TH CENTURY.

ARE THERE ANY NOTABLE LANDMARKS ALONG RoOUTE 66 IN CRANSTON?

YES, CRANSTON FEATURES SEVERAL HISTORICAL LANDMARKS ALONG ROUTE 6(), INCLUDING VINTAGE DINERS, MOTELS, AND GAS
STATIONS THAT REFLECT THE CLASSIC AMERICANA OF THE ROUTE'S HEYDAY.

\WHAT HIDDEN GEMS CAN BE FOUND ON RoUTE 66 IN CRANSTON?

HIDDEN GEMS ON ROUTE 66 IN CRANSTON INCLUDE QUAINT ANTIQUE SHOPS, LOCAL ART GALLERIES, AND LESSER-KNOWN
EATERIES THAT OFFER A TASTE OF THE AREA’S UNIQUE CULTURE AND HISTORY.

How pib RoUTE 66 INFLUENCE THE LOCAL ECONOMY IN CRANSTON?

RoOUTE 66 SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCED CRANSTON'S ECONOMY BY ATTRACTING TOURISTS AND TRAVELERS, LEADING TO THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF LOCAL BUSINESSES, RESTAURANTS, AND SERVICE STATIONS THAT CATERED TO ROAD TRIPPERS.

\WHAT ARE SOME HISTORICAL EVENTS ASSOCIATED WITH RouTE 66 IN CRANSTON?

HISTORICAL EVENTS INCLUDE THE ANNUAL ROUTE 66 FESTIVALS CELEBRATING THE CULTURE OF THE HIGHWAY, AS WELL AS
VARIOUS CAR SHOWS THAT HIGHLIGHT CLASSIC AUTOMOBILES AND THEIR CONNECTION TO THE ICONIC ROAD.



Is THERE A ROUTE 66 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OR ORGANIZATION IN CRANSTON?

YES, CRANSTON HAS LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES THAT FOCUS ON PRESERVING THE HISTORY OF ROUTE ()(), INCLUDING
ORGANIZING EVENTS, MAINTAINING HISTORICAL SITES, AND EDUCATING THE PUBLIC ABOUT ITS SIGNIFICANCE.

\WHAT ROLE DID ROUTE 66 PLAY IN THE MIGRATION TRENDS OF THE 20TH CENTURY?

RouTe 66 SERVED AS A MAJOR ROUTE FOR MIGRANTS MOVING WESTWARD DURING THE DUST BowL ERA, FACILITATING TRAVEL
FOR THOSE SEEKING BETTER OPPORTUNITIES AND INFLUENCING DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES IN CRANSTON.

ARE THERE ANY DOCUMENTARIES OR BOOKS ABOUT RoUTE 66’S HISTORY IN
CRANSTON?

YES, THERE ARE SEVERAL DOCUMENTARIES AND BOOKS THAT EXPLORE THE HISTORY OF ROUTE ()(), INCLUDING ITS IMPACT ON
CRANSTON AND PERSONAL STORIES OF THOSE WHO TRAVELED THE ROUTE.

\W/HAT MODERN-DAY ACTIVITIES TAKE PLACE ALONG RoUTE 66 IN CRANSTON?

MODERN-DAY ACTIVITIES INCLUDE VINTAGE CAR RALLIES, GUIDED HISTORICAL TOURS, AND COMMUNITY EVENTS THAT
CELEBRATE THE LEGACY OF ROUTE 6()/ ATTRACTING BOTH LOCALS AND TOURISTS.
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