
roots prefixes and suffixes lesson 1
answer key
Roots prefixes and suffixes lesson 1 answer key serves as a foundational tool in
understanding the structure of words in the English language. By dissecting the
components of words—including roots, prefixes, and suffixes—students can enhance their
vocabulary, improve spelling, and develop reading comprehension skills. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of these linguistic elements, their importance in
language learning, and a detailed answer key to Lesson 1 on roots, prefixes, and suffixes.

Understanding Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes

What are Roots?

Roots are the most basic part of a word, typically conveying its primary meaning. They can
stand alone or serve as a foundation for additional elements. Many roots originate from
Latin or Greek, and understanding them can help decipher unfamiliar words.

- Example: The root "spect" means "to look." Words derived from this root include:
- Inspect
- Spectator
- Perspective

What are Prefixes?

Prefixes are added to the beginning of a root word to alter its meaning. They can denote
negation, repetition, or intensity, among other modifications.

- Common prefixes include:
- "un-" (not)
- "re-" (again)
- "pre-" (before)

- Examples:
- "unhappy" (not happy)
- "redo" (do again)
- "preview" (view before)

What are Suffixes?

Suffixes are added to the end of a root word, often changing its grammatical function (e.g.,



from a noun to an adjective) or altering its tense.

- Common suffixes include:
- "-ing" (present participle)
- "-ed" (past tense)
- "-ly" (adverb form)

- Examples:
- "running" (from "run")
- "talked" (from "talk")
- "quickly" (from "quick")

The Importance of Learning Roots, Prefixes, and
Suffixes

Understanding the components of words is crucial for several reasons:

1. Vocabulary Expansion: By learning roots and affixes, students can infer the meanings of
new words.
2. Spelling Improvement: Knowledge of common roots and affixes can aid in spelling by
providing consistent patterns.
3. Reading Comprehension: Recognizing word parts helps students make sense of complex
texts.
4. Language Development: A solid grasp of word structure enhances overall language skills,
including writing and speaking.

Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes Lesson 1 Overview

In Lesson 1, students typically engage with a variety of exercises designed to reinforce their
understanding of roots, prefixes, and suffixes. The lesson may include activities such as
identifying word parts, matching words with their meanings, and creating new words by
combining different roots and affixes.

Sample Exercises

Here are some common exercises that may be included in Lesson 1:

1. Identify the Root: Given a list of words, students are asked to identify the root.
- Words: "unhappy," "replay," "misunderstand"
- Answers:
- unhappy - root: "happy"
- replay - root: "play"
- misunderstand - root: "understand"



2. Prefix Matching: Match the prefix to the correct root.
- Prefixes: "dis-", "pre-", "sub-"
- Roots: "way," "approve," "marine"
- Answers:
- dis- + approve = disapprove
- pre- + way = preway
- sub- + marine = submarine

3. Suffix Identification: Identify the suffix in a series of words.
- Words: "happily," "joked," "running"
- Answers:
- happily - suffix: "-ly"
- joked - suffix: "-ed"
- running - suffix: "-ing"

Answer Key for Lesson 1

The answer key for Lesson 1 provides a comprehensive guide to the exercises presented.
Below is a detailed answer key that corresponds to the sample exercises discussed earlier.

Exercise 1: Identify the Root

1. unhappy - happy
2. replay - play
3. misunderstand - understand

Exercise 2: Prefix Matching

1. dis- + approve = disapprove
2. pre- + way = preway
3. sub- + marine = submarine

Exercise 3: Suffix Identification

1. happily - -ly
2. joked - -ed
3. running - -ing

Additional Activities for Reinforcement

To further reinforce the concepts learned in Lesson 1, teachers can incorporate additional



activities that promote engagement and understanding:

1. Word Creation: Challenge students to create new words by combining different roots,
prefixes, and suffixes. For example:
- Root: "act"
- Prefix: "re-"
- Suffix: "-ion"
- New Word: "reaction"

2. Word Sort: Provide a list of words and have students sort them based on their roots,
prefixes, or suffixes.

3. Flashcards: Create flashcards with roots on one side and their meanings on the other.
Students can use these for self-study or in pairs.

4. Crossword Puzzles: Design crossword puzzles that require students to fill in words based
on definitions of roots, prefixes, and suffixes.

Conclusion

In summary, the roots prefixes and suffixes lesson 1 answer key is a critical resource for
both students and educators. It allows for a structured approach to exploring the intricacies
of word formation in the English language. By understanding roots, prefixes, and suffixes,
learners can enhance their vocabulary, improve spelling, and develop a deeper
comprehension of the language. Engaging in various exercises and activities not only
reinforces these concepts but also makes learning enjoyable. As students progress, they
will find that this foundational knowledge serves as a powerful tool in their ongoing
language development journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are roots, prefixes, and suffixes?
Roots are the base part of a word that carries its core meaning, prefixes are added to the
beginning of a root to modify its meaning, and suffixes are added to the end of a root for
the same purpose.

How do prefixes change the meaning of a word?
Prefixes alter the meaning of the root word by adding specific nuances, such as negation
(e.g., 'un-' in 'unhappy') or direction (e.g., 'pre-' in 'predict').

Can you provide an example of a word with a root and a



suffix?
Sure! The word 'happiness' consists of the root 'happy' and the suffix '-ness,' which
converts the adjective into a noun.

What is the importance of teaching roots, prefixes, and
suffixes?
Understanding roots, prefixes, and suffixes helps students decode unfamiliar words, expand
their vocabulary, and improve their reading comprehension.

In Lesson 1, what activities help reinforce the concepts
of roots and affixes?
Activities may include matching roots with their meanings, creating new words by adding
prefixes or suffixes, and identifying roots in unfamiliar words.

How can students practice identifying prefixes and
suffixes in context?
Students can read passages and highlight words with prefixes and suffixes, then discuss
how these affixes change the meanings of the root words.

What is a common mistake students make when
learning about roots, prefixes, and suffixes?
A common mistake is not recognizing that some prefixes and suffixes can change the part
of speech of a word, such as turning a noun into an adjective.
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