
rolling stone 100 greatest guitar songs
Rolling Stone 100 Greatest Guitar Songs is a definitive list that celebrates the most
iconic guitar-driven tracks in music history. Compiled by the editors of Rolling Stone
magazine, this list showcases songs that have not only influenced generations of musicians
but also left an indelible mark on popular culture. This article delves into the significance of
the list, highlights some standout tracks, and explores the evolution of guitar music through
the decades.

The Significance of the Rolling Stone 100
Greatest Guitar Songs List

The Rolling Stone 100 Greatest Guitar Songs list is more than just a collection of songs; it
reflects the changing landscape of music and the guitar's pivotal role within it. The guitar
has been the backbone of many genres, from rock and blues to country and metal. Each
song on the list is selected based on its cultural impact, innovation, and musicianship,
making it a valuable resource for both casual listeners and serious music aficionados.

A Brief History of Guitar Music

Understanding the significance of the Rolling Stone list requires a look back at the history of
guitar music. Here are some key milestones:

The Birth of Blues (1930s): The guitar became central to blues music, giving rise to
legendary artists like Robert Johnson and B.B. King.

The Rise of Rock and Roll (1950s): Artists like Chuck Berry and Elvis Presley
brought the guitar to the forefront of popular music.

The British Invasion (1960s): Bands such as The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, and
The Who introduced innovative guitar techniques and styles.

The Birth of Heavy Metal (1970s): Guitarists like Jimi Hendrix and Led Zeppelin
pushed the boundaries of sound, leading to the emergence of heavy metal.

The Grunge Era (1990s): Bands like Nirvana and Pearl Jam redefined guitar music,
emphasizing rawness and authenticity.

Each of these eras contributed to the evolution of the guitar, making it an enduring symbol
of musical expression.



Highlights from the Rolling Stone 100 Greatest
Guitar Songs

While the complete list features a wide array of songs, certain tracks stand out for their
iconic riffs, emotional depth, and cultural influence. Here are some of the most notable
songs featured in the Rolling Stone list:

1. "Stairway to Heaven" by Led Zeppelin

Often regarded as one of the greatest rock songs of all time, "Stairway to Heaven" features
a haunting acoustic intro that transitions into a powerful electric guitar solo. Jimmy Page's
mastery of dynamics and melody has made this song a staple for aspiring guitarists.

2. "Eruption" by Van Halen

"Eruption" is a groundbreaking instrumental track that introduced Eddie Van Halen's
innovative tapping technique to the world. This short but impactful song has inspired
countless guitarists to explore new techniques and push the boundaries of their playing.

3. "Purple Haze" by Jimi Hendrix

Jimi Hendrix's "Purple Haze" is a prime example of psychedelic rock, characterized by its
distinctive guitar riffs and experimental sound. Hendrix's ability to bend notes and create
feedback has influenced generations of musicians and remains a benchmark for guitarists.

4. "Smoke on the Water" by Deep Purple

The iconic riff of "Smoke on the Water" is often one of the first guitar riffs learned by
beginners. Its simple yet powerful melody tells a story of a fire at a casino in Switzerland,
making it a perfect blend of storytelling and music.

5. "Sweet Child O' Mine" by Guns N' Roses

With one of the most recognizable intros in rock history, "Sweet Child O' Mine" showcases
Slash's emotive playing style. The song's combination of lyrical beauty and technical
proficiency has made it a timeless classic.



Analyzing the Impact of Guitar Songs on Music
Culture

The songs included in the Rolling Stone 100 Greatest Guitar Songs list not only shaped the
music industry but also influenced fashion, lifestyle, and youth culture. Here are some ways
these songs have made an impact:

1. Inspiring New Generations of Musicians

The guitar songs featured in this list have inspired countless musicians to pick up the
instrument. From rock bands to solo artists, the influence of these tracks is evident in
today’s music scene.

2. Shaping Genre Definitions

Many of the songs on the list have defined or redefined musical genres. For example,
"Smells Like Teen Spirit" by Nirvana played a crucial role in bringing grunge to mainstream
audiences, while "Crossroads" by Cream helped solidify the connection between rock and
blues.

3. Cultural Movements

Songs like "Fight the Power" by Public Enemy and "Born to Run" by Bruce Springsteen have
transcended music to become anthems for social movements, reflecting the power of guitar
music in advocating for change.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Guitar Music

The Rolling Stone 100 Greatest Guitar Songs list serves as a testament to the guitar's
enduring legacy in music history. Each song not only showcases exceptional musicianship
but also tells a story that resonates with listeners across generations. Whether you're a
seasoned guitarist or a casual music lover, exploring these tracks will deepen your
appreciation for the art of guitar playing and its profound impact on culture.

As we move forward in the ever-evolving landscape of music, the songs on this list remind
us of the guitar's power to inspire, unite, and provoke thought. So, whether you're
strumming along to your favorites or discovering new classics, the legacy of the guitar
continues to thrive, ensuring that the spirit of rock and roll never dies.



Frequently Asked Questions

What criteria did Rolling Stone use to select the 100
greatest guitar songs?
Rolling Stone considered factors such as the song's influence, originality, and the impact of
the guitar work within the song, alongside the historical context and the lasting legacy of
the track.

Which song topped the Rolling Stone list of the 100
greatest guitar songs?
The song that topped the list is 'Eruption' by Van Halen, celebrated for its revolutionary
guitar techniques and its influence on rock guitar playing.

How has the list of the 100 greatest guitar songs
evolved over the years?
The list has evolved to include a broader range of genres and artists, reflecting changes in
musical styles and the emergence of new guitarists, while also revisiting older classics that
continue to resonate with audiences.

Are there any notable omissions from the Rolling Stone
100 greatest guitar songs list?
Yes, there are several notable omissions, such as songs by iconic guitarists like Jimi Hendrix
and Eric Clapton that some fans expected to see but were left out, sparking discussions and
debates among music enthusiasts.

What impact did the Rolling Stone 100 greatest guitar
songs list have on guitar players and music fans?
The list has inspired guitar players to explore different techniques and styles, while also
serving as a reference point for music fans to discover classic tracks they may not have
heard before.

How often does Rolling Stone update its list of the 100
greatest guitar songs?
Rolling Stone typically revisits and updates its lists every few years to reflect changes in
music culture and to include new influential tracks, ensuring that the list remains relevant
to contemporary audiences.
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