
robert mccloskey make way for
ducklings

Robert McCloskey's Make Way for Ducklings is a beloved children's book that
has captivated the hearts of young readers and adults alike since its
publication in 1941. This charming story, set against the backdrop of Boston,
tells the tale of a pair of ducks, Mr. and Mrs. Mallard, who embark on a
quest to find the perfect home for their family. With its delightful
illustrations and heartwarming narrative, "Make Way for Ducklings" has become
a staple in children's literature and has even earned a permanent place in
the cultural landscape of Boston.

Background on Robert McCloskey

Robert McCloskey was an American author and illustrator known for his
distinctive style and ability to capture the essence of childhood. Born on
September 15, 1914, in Hamilton, Ohio, McCloskey showed an early interest in
art. He studied at the Art Academy of Cincinnati and later at the National
Academy of Design in New York City. His experiences growing up in Ohio and
living in various locations influenced the themes and settings of his
stories.

Career Highlights

- McCloskey published his first children's book, "Lentil," in 1940, which was
well received but did not achieve the same iconic status as "Make Way for
Ducklings."
- His most famous work, "Make Way for Ducklings," won the Caldecott Medal in
1942, recognizing it as the most distinguished American picture book for
children published that year.
- In addition to "Make Way for Ducklings," McCloskey wrote and illustrated
several other children's books, including "One Morning in Maine" and "Time of
Wonder."

Plot Summary of Make Way for Ducklings

"Make Way for Ducklings" follows the journey of Mr. and Mrs. Mallard as they
seek a safe and comfortable place to raise their ducklings. The story begins
with the couple leaving their home in the park and searching for a suitable
location in the bustling city of Boston.

The Characters

- Mr. Mallard: The father duck, who is protective and caring towards his
family.
- Mrs. Mallard: The mother duck, who is nurturing and resourceful.
- The Ducklings: The adorable offspring of Mr. and Mrs. Mallard, who add
humor and charm to the story.



Key Events

1. The Search for a Home: Mr. and Mrs. Mallard explore various locations in
Boston, including the Public Garden, where they ultimately decide to settle.
2. The Arrival of the Ducklings: After finding a safe spot, Mrs. Mallard lays
eight eggs, and the excitement builds as the ducklings hatch.
3. Navigating the City: The family faces challenges as they navigate busy
streets and traffic, highlighting the dangers of urban life.
4. The Famous Parade: The climax of the story occurs when the ducklings must
cross the busy street, leading to a charming and humorous encounter with a
police officer who helps them.

Thematic Elements

"Make Way for Ducklings" explores several universal themes that resonate with
both children and adults.

Family and Nurturing

At its core, the story emphasizes the importance of family. Mr. and Mrs.
Mallard's dedication to their ducklings showcases the nurturing instincts of
parents and the lengths they will go to protect their young. The bond between
the duck family is central to the narrative, depicting love, care, and
responsibility.

Urban Life and Nature

The juxtaposition of the natural world and the urban environment is a
significant theme in the book. McCloskey masterfully illustrates the contrast
between the serene beauty of the ducklings' natural habitat and the bustling
city of Boston. This theme encourages readers to appreciate nature and
consider the coexistence of wildlife and urban development.

Community and Cooperation

The story highlights the importance of community as the ducks rely on the
help of the police officer and the citizens of Boston to navigate the
challenges they face. This cooperation emphasizes the idea that working
together can lead to positive outcomes and fosters a sense of belonging.

Illustrations and Style

Robert McCloskey's illustrations play a crucial role in the success of "Make
Way for Ducklings." His unique style combines detailed, realistic depictions
of Boston with whimsical and expressive representations of the duck family.
The illustrations enhance the narrative and bring the story to life, allowing
readers to connect with the characters on a deeper level.



Artistic Techniques

- Watercolor and Ink: McCloskey predominantly used watercolor and ink,
creating soft and inviting images that appeal to children.
- Attention to Detail: The intricacies of the Boston landscape are captured
with precision, making the setting an integral part of the story.

The Impact of Illustrations on Storytelling

The illustrations not only complement but also enhance the narrative. They
provide visual cues that help young readers understand the emotions and
actions of the characters. For example, the expressions on the ducklings'
faces convey their excitement, curiosity, and sometimes mischief, adding
depth to the storytelling.

Cultural Significance and Legacy

"Make Way for Ducklings" has left an indelible mark on American culture and
continues to be cherished by generations of readers. Its impact can be seen
in various forms, from public art to educational programs.

Boston's Connection

- The Public Garden in Boston, where the story takes place, features a bronze
statue of the Mallard duck family, which has become a popular tourist
attraction and a symbol of the city.
- The book is often used in local schools to teach children about nature,
urban living, and the importance of kindness and community.

Adaptations and Honors

- "Make Way for Ducklings" has inspired various adaptations, including
animated short films and stage productions, further extending its reach and
influence.
- The book continues to be recognized in literary circles and remains a
staple in libraries and classrooms across the country.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Robert McCloskey's "Make Way for Ducklings" is a timeless
classic that resonates with readers of all ages. Its themes of family,
community, and the balance between nature and urban life remain relevant
today. The charming narrative, paired with McCloskey's exquisite
illustrations, creates an enchanting experience that invites readers to
explore the world alongside the lovable Mallard family. As a significant part
of American children's literature, "Make Way for Ducklings" will undoubtedly
continue to inspire and delight future generations. Whether read aloud at



bedtime or explored independently, this delightful tale proves that kindness
and cooperation can pave the way for a harmonious coexistence in our bustling
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Make Way for Ducklings'?

The story follows a pair of ducks, Mr. and Mrs. Mallard, as they search for a
safe place to raise their ducklings in Boston, eventually settling on the
Boston Public Garden.

Who is the author and illustrator of 'Make Way for
Ducklings'?

The book was written and illustrated by Robert McCloskey.

In what year was 'Make Way for Ducklings' first
published?

The book was first published in 1941.

What themes are explored in 'Make Way for Ducklings'?

The book explores themes of family, nurturing, and the importance of
community.

What award did 'Make Way for Ducklings' receive?

The book won the Caldecott Medal in 1942 for its distinguished illustrations.

How has 'Make Way for Ducklings' influenced Boston's
culture?

The story has become a beloved part of Boston's culture, inspiring a famous
bronze duckling sculpture in the Boston Public Garden.

What is the significance of the title 'Make Way for
Ducklings'?

The title emphasizes the idea of making space and showing kindness towards
others, particularly in a bustling city environment.

What role do the police officers play in 'Make Way
for Ducklings'?

The police officers help protect the ducklings as they navigate through the
busy streets of Boston, showcasing community support.



What artistic techniques did Robert McCloskey use in
'Make Way for Ducklings'?

McCloskey used detailed and realistic illustrations to depict the urban
landscape of Boston, enhancing the story's charm.

Why is 'Make Way for Ducklings' considered a classic
children's book?

It is considered a classic due to its timeless themes, engaging story, and
McCloskey's exquisite illustrations, which resonate with both children and
adults.
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