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Robert Louis Stevenson’s "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" is a classic novella that
delves deep into the duality of human nature. Published in 1886, this work
has become one of the cornerstones of Gothic literature, exploring themes of
identity, morality, and the struggle between good and evil. In this article,
we will take a closer look at the narrative, characters, themes, and the
lasting impact of Stevenson's famous tale.

Overview of the Novella

"Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" is set in Victorian London and follows the story of
a reputable doctor, Dr. Henry Jekyll, who creates a potion that transforms
him into a completely different person, Edward Hyde. This transformation
allows Jekyll to indulge in his darker impulses without the constraints of
societal norms. The novella is notable for its exploration of the complexity
of human identity and morality.

Plot Summary

The narrative begins with a chilling encounter between Mr. Utterson, a lawyer
and friend of Dr. Jekyll, and a sinister figure named Mr. Hyde. As Utterson
investigates Hyde’s connection to Jekyll, he uncovers the disturbing truth
behind Jekyll’s experiments.

1. Introduction of Mr. Hyde: Mr. Hyde is described as a repugnant, violent
man who commits heinous acts, including the murder of Sir Danvers Carew.

2. Jekyll's Transformation: Jekyll reveals that he has created a potion that
allows him to become Hyde, thus separating his good and evil selves.

3. The Struggle: As Hyde, Jekyll indulges in immoral behavior, but he
struggles with the consequences of his actions. Over time, he loses the
ability to control his transformations.

4. Climactic Revelation: Ultimately, Jekyll is unable to suppress Hyde,
leading to a tragic conclusion that highlights the consequences of his
duality.

Characters Analysis

The characters in "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" are intricately crafted, each
representing different aspects of humanity.

Dr. Henry Jekyll

- Reputable Scientist: Jekyll is a well-respected doctor who embodies the



ideals of Victorian society.
- Conflict: He struggles with the constraints of his respectable life and his
desire to explore the darker aspects of his personality.
- Tragic Figure: Ultimately, Jekyll’s ambition leads to his downfall,
illustrating the dangers of unchecked scientific experimentation and moral
ambiguity.

Mr. Edward Hyde

- Embodiment of Evil: Hyde represents the darker side of Jekyll, showcasing
the violent and primal instincts that society often suppresses.
- Physical Description: Hyde is described as deformed and repulsive,
symbolizing the moral decay associated with his character.
- Catalyst for Downfall: His actions propel the narrative towards its tragic
conclusion, serving as a warning against the dangers of unrestrained desires.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

- Rational Investigator: As a lawyer and friend of Jekyll, Utterson serves as
the story's moral compass.
- Role in the Narrative: He represents the rational side of humanity,
illustrating the struggle to understand and confront the darker aspects of
existence.
- Foil to Jekyll: Utterson’s dedication to morality contrasts sharply with
Jekyll’s descent into chaos.

Themes Explored in the Novella

Stevenson’s work addresses several profound themes that resonate with readers
even today.

The Duality of Human Nature

The central theme of "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" is the duality of human
nature—how individuals can embody both good and evil. This theme is
illustrated through Jekyll’s transformation into Hyde, highlighting the
internal conflict that exists within every person.

- Good vs. Evil: Jekyll’s struggle illustrates the battle between moral
integrity and primal instincts.
- Social Constraints: The novella explores how societal expectations can
suppress natural impulses, leading to a dangerous release when those
constraints are lifted.

Identity and Transformation

The transformation from Jekyll to Hyde serves as a metaphor for the fluidity
of identity. The novella questions whether identity is inherently fixed or if



it can be altered by one’s actions and choices.

- Self-Perception: Jekyll’s view of himself changes drastically as he
embraces Hyde’s identity.
- Consequences of Transformation: The transformations lead to dire
consequences for both Jekyll and Hyde, emphasizing the responsibilities that
come with identity.

The Nature of Evil

Stevenson raises questions about the nature of evil and whether it is an
inherent part of human existence or a product of societal influence.

- Innate Evil: Hyde’s character suggests that evil exists within all
individuals, waiting for the right circumstances to emerge.
- Societal Influence: The novella critiques Victorian society’s moral
rigidity, suggesting that repression can lead to more significant issues.

Literary Style and Structure

Stevenson employs a unique narrative structure that enhances the intrigue and
suspense of the story.

Point of View

The novella is primarily told through Utterson’s perspective, allowing
readers to uncover the mystery alongside him. This choice effectively builds
tension and draws readers into the moral complexities of the characters.

Atmosphere and Setting

- Gothic Elements: The dark and foggy streets of Victorian London create a
foreboding atmosphere that mirrors the internal struggles of the characters.
- Symbolism: The setting serves as a reflection of the duality present in the
characters, with the hidden corners of London symbolizing the hidden aspects
of human nature.

Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" has had a significant impact
on literature and popular culture.

Cultural References

- Adaptations: The story has been adapted into countless films, plays, and
other forms of media, cementing its place in popular culture.



- Psychological Concepts: The terms “Jekyll and Hyde” have entered common
vernacular to describe someone with a dual personality or unpredictable
behavior.

Influence on Literature

Stevenson’s exploration of duality has influenced numerous authors and works,
paving the way for further examinations of identity and morality in
literature.

Conclusion

"Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" stands as a timeless exploration of the
complexities of human nature. Through the gripping narrative and rich
character development, Robert Louis Stevenson invites readers to reflect on
their own dualities and the nature of good and evil. The novella's themes
remain relevant today, making it a crucial part of literary studies and a
fascinating read for anyone interested in the intricacies of the human
psyche. As we navigate an increasingly complex world, Stevenson's work serves
as a poignant reminder of the delicate balance between our better angels and
our darker impulses.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde'?

The primary theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' is the duality of human
nature, exploring the conflict between the respectable and the darker sides
of identity.

How does Robert Louis Stevenson depict the
relationship between Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde?

Stevenson depicts the relationship between Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde as a
struggle within one individual, showcasing how Jekyll's desire to separate
his good and evil selves leads to the emergence of Hyde.

What scientific concepts influenced the creation of
'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The story reflects contemporary interests in science, particularly in the
fields of psychology and the emerging understanding of the subconscious, as
well as the Victorian fascination with experimentation and the idea of the
'double'.

What role does Victorian morality play in 'Dr. Jekyll



and Mr. Hyde'?

Victorian morality plays a crucial role, as the rigid societal expectations
and repression of desires contribute to Jekyll’s internal conflict and
eventual transformation into the uninhibited Hyde.

How does the setting of London contribute to the
narrative of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The setting of London, with its dark alleys and bustling streets, mirrors the
themes of duality and secrecy, emphasizing the contrast between the
respectable society and the hidden vices that lurk beneath.

What literary techniques does Stevenson use to
enhance the story?

Stevenson employs a range of literary techniques, including vivid imagery,
symbolism (such as the contrasting settings of Jekyll's home and Hyde's
lair), and a fragmented narrative structure to build suspense and explore
complex themes.

What impact has 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' had on
popular culture?

The novella has had a significant impact on popular culture, introducing the
concept of the 'Jekyll and Hyde' persona, which is often used to describe
individuals with dual natures or conflicting identities in various media.
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