roald dahl the enormous crocodile

roald dahl the enormous crocodile is a beloved children’s book that showcases
the imaginative storytelling and unique characters for which Roald Dahl is
famous. This classic tale follows the cunning and greedy Enormous Crocodile
as he devises clever plans to catch children for his meal, only to be
thwarted by other jungle animals. The story combines humor, suspense, and
moral lessons, making it a favorite among young readers and educators alike.
This article explores the background, plot, characters, themes, and impact of
The Enormous Crocodile, providing an in-depth analysis of one of Roald Dahl’s
most entertaining works. Additionally, it will discuss the book’s
illustrations, adaptations, and its place within Dahl’s extensive
bibliography. Readers interested in children’s literature, storytelling
techniques, and classic picture books will find valuable insights here. The
following sections will guide you through a comprehensive understanding of
roald dahl the enormous crocodile and its enduring appeal.
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Background and Publication History

roald dahl the enormous crocodile was first published in 1978 as a picture
book written by Roald Dahl and illustrated by Quentin Blake. It was one of
Dahl’s early ventures into picture books, designed for younger children,
combining his signature dark humor with engaging, rhythmic language. The
collaboration between Dahl and Blake proved highly successful, establishing a
visual identity that complements the quirky and often mischievous tone of the
text. The book was published by Jonathan Cape in the United Kingdom and
quickly became a staple in children’s literature collections worldwide. Over
the years, it has been reprinted multiple times and translated into various
languages, further cementing its status as a classic. The publication history
also reflects the evolving landscape of children’s books during the late 20th
century, where illustrations began to play a more prominent role alongside
text.

Plot Summary of The Enormous Crocodile

The story of roald dahl the enormous crocodile centers on a large, greedy
crocodile who lives in the jungle and desires to eat children. The Enormous



Crocodile is not just any reptile; he is clever and conniving, constantly
devising new schemes to snatch unsuspecting kids. Throughout the narrative,
he comes up with three main disguises and plans to trick children into his
jaws. However, his plans are consistently foiled by other animals in the
jungle who are aware of his evil intentions and want to protect the children.

Key Events in the Story

e The Enormous Crocodile decides he wants to eat children and sets off to
find some.

e He tries three different ruses: disguising himself as a coconut tree, a
seesaw, and a see-saw board to lure children.

e Fach time, the other jungle animals — including an elephant, a monkey,
and a rhinoceros — intervene and warn the children or prevent the
crocodile from succeeding.

e Finally, the crocodile is caught by the animals and is taken away to be
punished for his wicked plans.

The plot is straightforward but engaging, using repetition and suspense to
keep young readers interested while reinforcing the message about kindness
and the consequences of greed.

Main Characters and Their Roles

roald dahl the enormous crocodile features a small but memorable cast of
characters that bring the story to life. Each character plays a crucial role
in advancing the plot and supporting the story’s themes.

The Enormous Crocodile

The protagonist, or rather antagonist, is the cunning and greedy crocodile
who desires to eat children. His character embodies selfishness and trickery,
making him a figure of both fear and humor. His elaborate disguises and plans
highlight his determination and craftiness.

The Jungle Animals

The other jungle animals serve as protectors and moral agents within the
story. These include:

e The Elephant - large and strong, he helps to stop the crocodile’s first
plan.

e The Monkey - clever and quick, he helps foil the second disguise.

e The Rhinoceros - powerful and formidable, he intervenes in the last
attempt.



These animals work together to ensure the safety of the children, symbolizing
cooperation and justice.

The Children

The children, though not deeply characterized individually, represent
innocence and vulnerability. Their presence is essential as the target of the
crocodile’s schemes, emphasizing the moral stakes of the story.

Themes and Moral Lessons

roald dahl the enormous crocodile incorporates several important themes and
ethical lessons that resonate with young readers and parents alike. The
story’s simple yet powerful messages are conveyed through its plot and
characters.

Good versus Evil

The central conflict pits the crocodile’s evil intentions against the good-
hearted animals who protect the children. This classic theme teaches readers
about the importance of standing up to wrongdoers and defending the
vulnerable.

The Consequences of Greed

The crocodile’s greed ultimately leads to his downfall. His selfish desire to
eat children blinds him to the risks and results in his capture. This serves
as a cautionary tale about the dangers of greed and selfishness.

Cooperation and Friendship

The jungle animals band together to stop the crocodile, demonstrating the
strength found in teamwork and friendship. This theme encourages children to
work together to overcome challenges.

Creativity and Problem-Solving

The crocodile’s inventive disguises showcase creativity, albeit for nefarious
purposes. Conversely, the animals’ quick thinking to thwart him promotes the
value of problem-solving skills in positive ways.

Illustrations and Visual Style

The visual component of roald dahl the enormous crocodile is integral to its
charm and effectiveness. Quentin Blake’s illustrations are iconic and have
become synonymous with Roald Dahl’s books.



Quentin Blake’s Artistic Contribution

Blake'’'s loose, energetic line drawings paired with watercolor washes bring
the characters and jungle setting to life. His style complements Dahl’s text
by adding humor and emotion, enhancing the reading experience. The
illustrations emphasize the crocodile’s enormous size and sly personality, as
well as the expressive reactions of the other animals and children.

Use of Color and Composition

The color palette is vibrant yet natural, reflecting the jungle environment
while maintaining a playful tone. The composition of each page guides the
reader’s eye through the narrative, reinforcing key moments with visual
emphasis. The balance between text and illustration makes the story
accessible and engaging for early readers.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

roald dahl the enormous crocodile has inspired various adaptations and
remains influential in children’s media and education.

Stage and Audio Adaptations

The story has been adapted into stage plays and audio recordings, allowing
children to experience the tale through performance and sound. These
adaptations often highlight the humor and suspense of the original book,
bringing the characters to life in new ways.

Educational Use

Teachers and librarians frequently use the book to teach reading skills,
storytelling techniques, and moral lessons. The repetitive structure and
rhythmic language support literacy development, while the ethical themes
promote discussions about behavior and values.

Merchandising and Popular Culture

The Enormous Crocodile has appeared in various merchandise, from toys to
clothing, and remains a recognizable figure within the Roald Dahl brand. Its
enduring popularity testifies to its impact on generations of readers and its
place in children’s literature history.

Roald Dahl’s Writing Style and Legacy

Understanding roald dahl the enormous crocodile also involves appreciating
Dahl’s distinctive writing style and his lasting legacy in literature.



Language and Tone

Dahl’s writing in this book is characterized by playful, rhythmic language,
often employing repetition and rhyme to engage young readers. His tone
balances humor with a touch of menace, creating an exciting yet accessible
narrative. This style invites children to enjoy the story while absorbing its
lessons.

Contribution to Children’s Literature

Roald Dahl revolutionized children’s literature by introducing complex
characters, dark humor, and imaginative plots. The Enormous Crocodile
exemplifies these qualities, offering a story that is entertaining and
instructive. Dahl’s work continues to influence writers, educators, and
readers worldwide.

The Book’s Place in Dahl’s Bibliography

This story is part of Dahl’s broader body of work, which includes novels,
short stories, and other picture books. It stands out as one of the earlier
picture books, showcasing Dahl’s ability to adapt his storytelling for
different audiences and formats. Its success helped pave the way for further
collaborations with illustrators and expanded Dahl’s reach in children’s
publishing.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Enormous Crocodile'?

The author of 'The Enormous Crocodile' is Roald Dahl.

What is the main theme of 'The Enormous Crocodile'?

The main theme of 'The Enormous Crocodile' is the danger of greed and
dishonesty, as well as the triumph of cleverness and teamwork.

What is the Enormous Crocodile’s plan in the story?

The Enormous Crocodile plans to eat children by sneaking into the town using
various disguises.

Who helps to stop the Enormous Crocodile in the
story?
Several animals, including an elephant, a monkey, and a Muggle-Wump the

monkey, work together to stop the Enormous Crocodile.

What kind of animal is the Enormous Crocodile?

The Enormous Crocodile is a large, cunning crocodile.



Is 'The Enormous Crocodile' suitable for young
children?

Yes, 'The Enormous Crocodile' is a children's book suitable for young
readers, typically aged 5 to 8.

What lesson can children learn from 'The Enormous
Crocodile'?

Children can learn that selfishness and trickery have consequences, and that
working together and being clever can overcome evil plans.

When was 'The Enormous Crocodile' first published?

'The Enormous Crocodile' was first published in 1978.

Are there any illustrations in 'The Enormous
Crocodile'?

Yes, the book features distinctive illustrations by Quentin Blake, who
frequently collaborated with Roald Dahl.

Additional Resources

1. The Twits

This quirky and humorous book by Roald Dahl tells the story of Mr. and Mrs.
Twit, a spiteful couple who play nasty tricks on each other and the animals
around them. Their cruel behavior eventually leads to a hilarious and
satisfying conclusion. The book is filled with Dahl’s signature wit and
imaginative storytelling, making it a delightful read for children.

2. Fantastic Mr. Fox

In this clever tale, Mr. Fox outsmarts three mean farmers determined to catch
him. Despite their efforts to dig him out of his home, Mr. Fox uses his wit
and cunning to protect his family and friends. The story is a celebration of
cleverness and bravery, with Dahl’s vibrant characters and captivating
narrative.

3. The BFG

This enchanting story follows a young girl named Sophie and her friendship
with the Big Friendly Giant (BFG). Together, they embark on a mission to stop
the other giants who are not so friendly and eat children. Dahl’s imaginative
world and heartfelt characters make this a timeless classic.

4. Matilda

Matilda is a brilliant little girl with extraordinary powers who overcomes
neglectful parents and a tyrannical school headmistress. With her
intelligence and a bit of magic, she changes her life and the lives of those
around her. Dahl’s story is both empowering and entertaining, highlighting
the triumph of good over evil.

5. George’s Marvellous Medicine

George concocts a magical medicine to teach his nasty grandmother a lesson.
The concoction leads to unexpected and humorous results, showcasing Dahl’s

love for the absurd and imaginative. This book is a fun and fast-paced read



for children who enjoy mischievous adventures.

6. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

Charlie Bucket’s life changes forever when he wins a golden ticket to visit
Willy Wonka's mysterious chocolate factory. Inside, he encounters fantastical
inventions and learns valuable lessons about kindness and honesty. Dahl’s
vivid descriptions and creative characters make this story a beloved
favorite.

7. Esio Trot

This gentle and charming story revolves around Mr. Hoppy’s secret plan to win
the heart of his neighbor, Mrs. Silver, by helping her tortoise grow. It’s a

sweet tale of love, patience, and cleverness, with Dahl’s warm humor shining

through every page.

8. The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me

This delightful story features a young boy and his unusual friends—a giraffe,
a pelican, and a monkey—who run a window-cleaning business. Together, they
embark on an adventure filled with fun and excitement. The book is full of
Dahl’s playful language and imaginative scenarios.

9. Dirty Beasts

A collection of whimsical and often mischievous poems about various
creatures, Dirty Beasts showcases Dahl’s talent for combining humor with the
fantastical. Each poem introduces a different beast with its own quirky
personality and story. It’s a perfect companion for fans of Dahl’s inventive
and playful style.
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