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Rise of Communism in AP World History

The rise of communism represents a significant shift in the socio-political landscape of the
20th century, influencing numerous nations and shaping global relations. It emerged as a
response to the inequalities of capitalism, the plight of the working class, and the struggles
for national sovereignty. This article will explore the origins, development, and global
impact of communism, with a particular focus on its major figures, revolutions, and
ideological tenets.

Origins of Communism

Communism as an ideology can trace its roots to the early 19th century, influenced by the
works of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. Their seminal text, "The Communist Manifesto,"
published in 1848, outlined the principles of class struggle and the need for a proletarian
revolution to overthrow capitalist systems. The manifesto argued that history is
characterized by the struggle between oppressors and the oppressed, culminating in a
societal shift towards communism, where the means of production would be collectively
owned.

Key Ideological Tenets

The core ideas of communism can be summarized as follows:

1. Class Struggle: The driving force of history is the conflict between social classes.

2. Collective Ownership: All means of production should be owned communally, eliminating
private property.

3. Revolutionary Change: A proletarian revolution is necessary to dismantle capitalist
structures.

4. Dictatorship of the Proletariat: A transitional state where the working class holds political
power to suppress counter-revolutionary forces.

5. Abolition of Social Classes: The ultimate goal of communism is a classless society.

The Spread of Communism in the Early 20th
Century

The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw the rise of various socialist movements and
labor unions, which laid the groundwork for the adoption of communist principles. The most
significant event was the Russian Revolution of 1917, which transformed the ideological
landscape.



The Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution can be divided into two key phases: the February Revolution and
the October Revolution.

1. February Revolution (1917): This initial uprising resulted in the abdication of Tsar
Nicholas Il and the establishment of a provisional government. However, this government
failed to address the pressing issues of land reform and continued involvement in World
War I.

2. October Revolution (1917): Led by the Bolshevik party under Vladimir Lenin, the October
Revolution overthrew the provisional government. The Bolsheviks promised "peace, land,
and bread" to the war-weary and impoverished populace. This revolution marked the
establishment of the first communist government, which aimed to implement Marxist ideas
in practice.

The Formation of the Soviet Union

In 1922, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) was formally established, marking
the first time a country was founded on communist principles. The Soviet government
sought to transform society through rapid industrialization and collectivization of
agriculture, resulting in significant social and economic changes.

1. Five-Year Plans: Initiated by Joseph Stalin, these plans aimed to boost industrial output
and modernize the economy but often led to widespread suffering and famine.

2. Collectivization: The forced consolidation of individual peasant farms into state-run
enterprises resulted in resistance and significant loss of life, particularly during the
Holodomor in Ukraine.

Communism and Global Influence

The success of the Soviet Union inspired revolutionary movements worldwide, particularly
in regions struggling against colonialism and imperialism. The 20th century witnessed
several key developments in the global spread of communism.

Communism in Asia

- China: The Chinese Communist Party (CCP), founded in 1921, gained popularity among
peasants and workers. Led by Mao Zedong, it engaged in a protracted civil war against the
Nationalist government. The culmination of this struggle was the establishment of the
People's Republic of China in 1949.

- Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh, inspired by Marxist-Leninist principles, led the fight against French
colonial rule and later against the United States during the Vietham War, resulting in the
establishment of a communist state in 1976.



Communism in Latin America

- Cuba: The Cuban Revolution of 1959 saw Fidel Castro and Che Guevara overthrow the
Batista regime. Cuba became a key player in the Cold War, serving as a model for other
revolutionary movements in Latin America.

- Guatemala: The 1954 coup, supported by the CIA, ousted the democratically elected
President Jacobo Arbenz, who had implemented land reforms favored by communists,
leading to a protracted civil conflict.

Communism in Africa

Numerous African nations adopted communist ideologies in their struggles for
independence. Leaders like Julius Nyerere in Tanzania and Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe
espoused socialist principles, often aligning with the USSR and China for support.

The Cold War Era and the Decline of Communism

The rise of communism set the stage for the Cold War, a period of geopolitical tension
between communist and capitalist blocs. The ideological battle led to numerous conflicts,
including:

1. Korean War (1950-1953): The conflict between North Korea (supported by China and the
USSR) and South Korea (backed by the United States) exemplified the global struggle
between communism and capitalism.

2. Vietham War (1955-1975): The United States' attempt to prevent the spread of
communism in Southeast Asia led to a protracted and devastating conflict.

Despite these conflicts, the late 20th century marked a decline in communist influence,
particularly with the advent of perestroika and glasnost under Mikhail Gorbachev in the
Soviet Union. The collapse of communist regimes across Eastern Europe in 1989,
culminating in the fall of the Berlin Wall, signaled a significant retreat of communist
ideology.

The Fall of the Soviet Union

In 1991, the Soviet Union officially dissolved, leading to the emergence of independent
republics and the abandonment of communist ideals in favor of market economies and
democratic governance. The decline of communism in the USSR had profound implications
for global politics, signaling a shift towards liberal democracy and capitalism.



Conclusion

The rise of communism has had a lasting impact on world history, influencing political
ideologies, social structures, and international relations. From its origins in Marxist theory to
its implementation in various countries, communism has shaped the lives of millions and
continues to be a relevant subject of study in AP World History. Understanding the
complexities of its rise and fall allows for a deeper comprehension of contemporary global
dynamics and the persistent challenges of inequality, class struggle, and the quest for
social justice. Communism's legacy persists, prompting ongoing debates about its
relevance and application in today's world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes that led to the rise of
communism in the early 20th century?

The rise of communism was largely fueled by the socioeconomic upheavals caused by
industrialization, the inequality faced by the working class, the failures of capitalism during
economic crises, and the influence of Marxist ideology, particularly after the Russian
Revolution of 1917.

How did the Russian Revolution contribute to the global
spread of communism?

The Russian Revolution provided a successful model for the establishment of a communist
state, inspiring leftist movements worldwide. It demonstrated that a working-class uprising
could overthrow an existing government and led to the establishment of the Comintern to
promote global communist revolution.

What role did World War | play in the rise of
communism?

World War | created widespread discontent due to military failures, economic hardship, and
social unrest in many countries. This situation provided fertile ground for revolutionary
ideas, particularly in Russia, where disillusionment with the Tsarist regime led to the
Bolshevik Revolution.

How did communism manifest in different countries
during the 20th century?

Communism took different forms in various countries, such as the Soviet model in Russia,
Maoism in China, and Castro's version in Cuba. Each adapted Marxist principles to fit local
contexts, leading to unique political and social structures.



What were the major ideological tenets of communism
as proposed by Karl Marx?

Karl Marx's communism emphasized the class struggle between the proletariat (working
class) and the bourgeoisie (capitalist class), advocating for the overthrow of capitalism and
the establishment of a classless society where the means of production are communally
owned.

What impact did the Cold War have on the perception of
communism globally?

The Cold War intensified the ideological conflict between capitalist and communist nations,
leading to widespread anti-communist sentiment, the establishment of containment
policies, and military interventions in various regions to prevent the spread of communism.

How did the fall of the Soviet Union affect the global
communist movement?

The fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 led to a significant decline in the influence of
communism, resulting in the collapse of communist regimes in Eastern Europe and
prompting a reevaluation of Marxist ideology and its application in contemporary politics.

What lessons can modern societies learn from the rise
and fall of communism?

Modern societies can learn about the importance of addressing economic inequality, the
risks of authoritarianism in the name of ideology, and the need for democratic processes to
engage citizens and prevent the concentration of power, highlighting the complexities of
balancing social equity with individual freedoms.
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