rikki tikki tavi questions and answers

Rikki Tikki Tavi questions and answers are essential for anyone looking to delve deeper into Rudyard
Kipling's beloved story. This classic tale, part of Kipling's "The Jungle Book," explores themes of bravery,
loyalty, and the struggle between good and evil through the adventures of a young mongoose named
Rikki Tikki Tavi. In this article, we will address common questions and provide insightful answers to

enhance your understanding and appreciation of this literary work.

Overview of Rikki Tikki Tavi

"Rikki Tikki Tavi" tells the story of a mongoose who is rescued by a British family after being washed
away from his home during a monsoon. The narrative unfolds in a garden in India, where Rikki becomes
the protector of the family against two menacing cobras, Nag and Nagaina. The story highlights themes of

bravery, the instinct to protect loved ones, and the natural order of life.

Key Characters

1. Rikki Tikki Tavi: The courageous mongoose who becomes the protagonist of the story.
2. Tavi's Family: The British family who adopts Rikki and provides him with a safe home.
3. Nag: The male cobra who seeks to eliminate Rikki and reclaim his territory.

4. Nagaina: The female cobra and Nag's partner, who is equally dangerous and cunning.

5. Darzee: The tailorbird who provides assistance to Rikki and helps him in his battles.

6. Chuchundra: The muskrat who represents cowardice and fear.

Common Questions and Answers

1. What are the main themes of "Rikki Tikki Tavi"?

The story presents several key themes:

- Bravery and Courage: Rikki's fearless nature and determination to protect his adopted family showcase
the essence of bravery.

- Loyalty: The bond between Rikki and the family exemplifies loyalty and the instinct to protect loved
ones.

- The Circle of Life: The conflict between Rikki and the cobras illustrates the natural struggles and balance



in the animal kingdom.
- Good vs. Evil: The battle between Rikki and the snakes represents the eternal fight between good and

evil forces in nature.

2. Why does Rikki Tikki Tavi fight Nag and Nagaina?

Rikki Tikki Tavi fights Nag and Nagaina primarily to protect his adopted human family. The snakes pose a
significant threat to the family, as they seek to reclaim their territory in the garden. Rikki's inherent
instincts as a mongoose, combined with his sense of loyalty to the family, drive him to confront and

ultimately defeat the cobras.

3. How does Rikki Tikki Tavi demonstrate his bravery throughout the
story?

Rikki's bravery is evident in several key moments:

- Rescue from the Monsoon: Rikki's survival instinct leads him to be saved by the family after being
washed away.

- Confrontation with Nag: Rikki confronts the formidable Nag in a fierce battle, showcasing his willingness
to fight for his family.

- Strategic Thinking: Rikki uses clever tactics to outsmart Nagaina, proving that bravery is not just about

physical strength but also intelligence.

4. What role do other animals play in the story?

Other animals in the story serve various purposes:
- Darzee: The tailorbird acts as Rikki's ally, providing crucial information about the cobras and helping him
strategize.

- Chuchundra: The timid muskrat represents fear and caution, contrasting Rikki's bravery and showcasing

different survival instincts in the animal kingdom.

5. How does the story reflect the setting of colonial India?

The setting of "Rikki Tikki Tavi" in colonial India is significant for several reasons:



- Cultural Interactions: The story highlights the interaction between British colonizers and local wildlife,
emphasizing themes of coexistence and conflict.
- Symbolism of the Mongoose: In Indian culture, the mongoose is often seen as a symbol of protection and

valor, which aligns with Rikki’s role in the story.

6. What lessons can be learned from "Rikki Tikki Tavi"?

The story imparts several valuable lessons:

- The Importance of Courage: Facing fears and standing up for what is right is crucial in life.

- Loyalty and Responsibility: Protecting loved ones and being loyal to family is a theme that resonates
throughout the story.

- The Consequences of Actions: The battle between Rikki and the cobras serves as a reminder that actions

have consequences, and one must be prepared to face them.

7. How does Kipling use language and style in the story?

Rudyard Kipling employs vivid imagery and descriptive language to bring the story to life. His use of
dialogue captures the personalities of different characters, while the narrative style combines elements of
folklore and adventure. Kipling’s ability to create suspense and tension, particularly during Rikki's

confrontations with the cobras, keeps readers engaged.

Discussion Questions

Engaging with the text can deepen understanding. Here are some discussion questions to consider:

1. How does Rikki Tikki Tavi's character evolve throughout the story?
2. What do you think motivates Nag and Nagaina in their quest for control of the garden?
3. In what ways does the story reflect the idea of heroism?

4. How do the interactions between Rikki and other animals illustrate the theme of cooperation versus

competition?



Conclusion

"Rikki Tikki Tavi" remains a timeless tale that captivates readers with its rich themes, memorable
characters, and engaging narrative. By exploring Rikki Tikki Tavi questions and answers, readers can gain
a deeper appreciation for Kipling's work and the lessons it imparts about bravery, loyalty, and the natural
world. Whether you are a student, teacher, or simply a lover of literature, understanding the nuances of
this story will enhance your reading experience and provide valuable insights into the complexities of life

and nature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?

The main theme of 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi' is the struggle between good and evil, as well as the concepts of

bravery, loyalty, and the importance of community.

Who are the main characters in 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?

The main characters include Rikki-Tikki-Tavi, the mongoose; Nag and Nagaina, the cobras; and Teddy, the
boy who befriends Rikki.

What motivates Rikki-Tikki-Tavi to protect the family?

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi is motivated by his instinct to protect his adopted family and his natural instinct as a

mongoose to hunt and eliminate snakes.

How does Rikki-Tikki-Tavi first encounter the cobras?

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi first encounters the cobras when he discovers them in the garden of the family's home,

where they pose a threat to the family and their pets.

‘What is the significance of Rikki's battles with Nag and Nagaina?

Rikki's battles with Nag and Nagaina symbolize the fight against evil and danger, showcasing his courage

and determination to protect his home.

How does the story portray the relationship between humans and
animals?

The story portrays a harmonious relationship between humans and animals, highlighting themes of



friendship and cooperation, as Rikki-Tikki-Tavi works alongside the family to keep them safe.

What lesson can be learned from Rikki-Tikki-Tavi's story?

A key lesson from Rikki-Tikki-Tavi's story is that courage and loyalty can help overcome great challenges,

and that even the smallest creatures can make a significant difference.

‘What role does the setting play in 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?

The setting, a British colonial garden in India, plays a crucial role in the story, providing a backdrop for the

conflict between Rikki and the cobras, and emphasizing themes of nature and survival.

How does 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi' end?

The story ends with Rikki-Tikki-Tavi successfully defeating Nagaina, ensuring the safety of the family

and securing his place as their protector, thus concluding the immediate threat.
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