ridiculous common core math examples

Ridiculous Common Core Math Examples have become a point of contention among
parents, educators, and students alike. The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) were
designed to provide a clear and consistent framework for math and English language arts
education, aiming to better prepare students for college and career readiness. However,
many have criticized the approach taken in the math curriculum, citing examples that seem
overly complicated or nonsensical. This article delves into some of the most outlandish
Common Core math examples that have sparked confusion and frustration across the
nation.

Understanding Common Core Math

Before diving into the ridiculous examples, it's essential to understand what Common Core
Math entails. The CCSS emphasizes:

e Critical thinking and problem-solving skills

e Understanding the concepts behind mathematical operations

e Application of math in real-world scenarios

The objective is to encourage students to think deeply about numbers and their
relationships rather than simply memorizing procedures. However, this goal has led to the
creation of problems that can appear convoluted and unnecessarily complex.

Examples of Ridiculous Common Core Math
Problems

Here are some ridiculous examples of Common Core math problems that have left students
and parents scratching their heads.

1. The Candy Problem

One popular example involves candy, which should be a fun topic, but the execution is
perplexing. The problem may state:

"If Sarah has 12 pieces of candy and gives 4 to her friend, how many pieces does she have
left? Show your work."



While the answer is simple (8 pieces left), the expected response often requires students to
draw a number line, create a bar model, and explain their reasoning in a paragraph. Critics
argue that this complicates a straightforward subtraction problem unnecessarily.

2. The Pizza Party Dilemma

Another confusing scenario involves a pizza party. A problem might be presented as
follows:

"At a party, there are 3 pizzas. Each pizza is cut into 8 slices. If 6 slices are eaten, how
much pizza is left?"

While the answer is easy to compute (18 slices left), the Common Core approach may
require students to represent the problem using fractions, draw diagrams, and write
equations that illustrate their thought process. This multi-step approach can be
overwhelming for younger students and may detract from the fundamental concept of
subtraction.

3. The Train Problem

In an attempt to incorporate real-world applications, Common Core includes problems that
can sometimes seem absurd. For instance:

"A train leaves a station traveling at 60 miles per hour. If it stops for 15 minutes and then
continues at 45 miles per hour, how far will it travel in 2 hours?"

At face value, this problem involves basic distance, speed, and time calculations. However,
the expected response often requires students to break down each segment of the trip,
calculate distances separately, and then combine them—adding layers of complexity that
many find unnecessary.

4. The Apple Orchard Conundrum

Consider a math problem involving apples that might read:

"An orchard has 120 apple trees. If each tree produces 200 apples, how many apples are
produced in total? If 25% of the apples are bad, how many good apples remain?"

Here, students must multiply, find percentages, and perform subtraction—all within one
problem. While it teaches multiple skills, many argue that combining these concepts into
one question can confuse students and detract from their understanding of simpler
operations.



Why Are These Problems Ridiculous?

The emergence of ridiculous Common Core math examples stems from a few factors:

1. Overemphasis on Process over Content

Many Common Core problems prioritize the process of arriving at an answer rather than the
answer itself. While critical thinking is vital, students may become overwhelmed by the
expectations to explain their reasoning in elaborate ways. This can lead to frustration and
disinterest in mathematics.

2. Lack of Clarity

Several Common Core problems utilize language that can confuse students. Phrasing like
“show your work” can be vague, leading to various interpretations of what's required. As a
result, students may spend more time deciphering the question than solving it.

3. Developmental Appropriateness

Some problems are not developmentally appropriate for the age group they target. Younger
students may struggle with multi-step problems that require advanced reasoning skills. This
misalignment can hinder their confidence and lead to anxiety around math.

4. Disconnect from Real-Life Applications

While some Common Core problems aim to connect math with real-life scenarios, others
can feel contrived. For example, asking students to calculate the number of pizza slices left
after a party is relatable, but convoluting it with diagrams and lengthy explanations can
dilute the real-life application.

The Impact on Students and Parents

The rise of ridiculous Common Core math examples has led to significant frustration among
students and parents alike. Some of the consequences include:

1. Increased Anxiety

Students often feel overwhelmed by the multi-step processes required to solve problems.



This anxiety can lead to a negative association with math, making it more challenging for
them to engage with the subject.

2. Parental Confusion

Parents who learned math through traditional methods may struggle to help their children
with Common Core problems. The unfamiliar approach can create a communication gap,
resulting in frustration on both sides.

3. Resistance to Learning

When students find math too complicated, they may resist learning altogether. This
resistance can lead to disengagement, impacting their long-term educational outcomes.

Conclusion: Finding a Balance

While the intention behind Common Core math is to foster critical thinking and problem-
solving skills, the execution often results in ridiculous examples that confuse rather than
educate. It's essential for educators to strike a balance between teaching complex concepts
and ensuring students grasp fundamental skills. By simplifying problems and maintaining
clarity, educators can help students develop a positive relationship with math, ensuring
they are well-prepared for future academic and real-world challenges.

Moving forward, it is crucial for educators, parents, and policymakers to collaborate and
refine the curriculum, making it both effective and accessible for all learners.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a common criticism of Common Core math
examples?

Many critics argue that Common Core math examples are overly complex and confusing,
making simple concepts harder for students to grasp.

Can you provide an example of a ridiculous Common
Core math problem?

One often-cited example involves asking students to solve 23 + 17 by breaking down the
numbers into tens and ones, leading to lengthy explanations for a simple addition.



Why do some educators believe Common Core math is
beneficial?

Supporters claim that the focus on understanding the 'why' behind math operations fosters
deeper comprehension and critical thinking skills in students.

How do parents often react to Common Core math
homework?

Many parents express frustration and confusion, often feeling ill-equipped to help their
children due to the unfamiliar methods and terminology used in Common Core math.

What is a common example of a non-traditional method
in Common Core math?

One non-traditional method is using 'number lines' for basic operations, which can confuse
students who are accustomed to straightforward arithmetic.

Are there any humorous Common Core math problems
that went viral?

Yes, one viral example asked students to visualize a scenario where a child has 12 apples
and gives 5 away, then required them to draw a picture to explain their reasoning.

What do experts say about the effectiveness of
Common Core math?

Experts are divided; some believe it prepares students for higher-level math, while others
argue it complicates basic arithmetic unnecessarily.

How do Common Core math problems differ from
traditional math problems?

Common Core problems often require multiple steps and explanations, while traditional
problems typically focus on straightforward calculations.

What can parents do to help with Common Core math at
home?

Parents can familiarize themselves with the Common Core standards and utilize online
resources or tutoring to better understand the methods being taught.
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