
rider waite tarot card meanings

Rider Waite Tarot Card Meanings are deeply rooted in symbolism and interpretation, serving as a guide
for self-reflection, insight, and divination. The Rider-Waite Tarot deck, created by Arthur Edward Waite
and illustrated by Pamela Colman Smith in the early 20th century, is one of the most popular and widely
used tarot decks in the world. Its imagery and structure offer a wealth of meaning, making it essential for
both beginners and seasoned tarot practitioners to understand the nuances of each card. In this article, we
will explore the meanings behind the Rider-Waite Tarot cards, categorized by their suits and major arcana.

Understanding the Structure of the Rider-Waite Tarot Deck

The Rider-Waite Tarot deck is composed of 78 cards, which are divided into two main sections: the Major
Arcana and the Minor Arcana.

1. Major Arcana

The Major Arcana consists of 22 cards, numbered from 0 to 21. These cards represent significant life events,
spiritual lessons, and karmic influences. The Major Arcana cards often signify deep insights and are
typically interpreted as pivotal moments in a querent's life.

List of Major Arcana Cards and Their Meanings:

1. The Fool (0) - New beginnings, spontaneity, and potential.
2. The Magician (I) - Manifestation, resourcefulness, and power.
3. The High Priestess (II) - Intuition, unconscious knowledge, and mystery.
4. The Empress (III) - Fertility, femininity, beauty, and nature.
5. The Emperor (IV) - Authority, structure, and control.
6. The Hierophant (V) - Tradition, spiritual guidance, and conformity.
7. The Lovers (VI) - Relationships, love, and choices.
8. The Chariot (VII) - Willpower, determination, and triumph over obstacles.
9. Strength (VIII) - Courage, compassion, and inner strength.
10. The Hermit (IX) - Introspection, solitude, and inner guidance.
11. Wheel of Fortune (X) - Destiny, cycles, and change.
12. Justice (XI) - Fairness, truth, and law.
13. The Hanged Man (XII) - Sacrifice, letting go, and new perspectives.
14. Death (XIII) - Transformation, endings, and new beginnings.
15. Temperance (XIV) - Balance, moderation, and harmony.
16. The Devil (XV) - Addiction, materialism, and playfulness.



17. The Tower (XVI) - Sudden upheaval, chaos, and revelation.
18. The Star (XVII) - Hope, inspiration, and serenity.
19. The Moon (XVIII) - Illusion, fear, and the subconscious.
20. The Sun (XIX) - Joy, success, and positivity.
21. Judgement (XX) - Rebirth, inner calling, and absolution.
22. The World (XXI) - Completion, achievement, and travel.

2. Minor Arcana

The Minor Arcana is divided into four suits: Cups, Pentacles, Swords, and Wands. Each suit consists of 14
cards, including numbered cards from Ace to Ten and four court cards (Page, Knight, Queen, and King).
Each suit represents different aspects of life.

2.1 Cups

The suit of Cups is associated with emotions, relationships, and connections. It represents the realm of
feelings and the subconscious.

Key Meanings of the Cups:

- Ace of Cups - New emotional beginnings and love.
- Two of Cups - Partnership, attraction, and unity.
- Three of Cups - Celebration, friendship, and community.
- Four of Cups - Apathy, contemplation, and reevaluation.
- Five of Cups - Loss, regret, and focusing on the negative.
- Six of Cups - Nostalgia, childhood memories, and innocence.
- Seven of Cups - Choices, illusions, and wishful thinking.
- Eight of Cups - Abandonment, withdrawal, and seeking deeper meaning.
- Nine of Cups - Contentment, satisfaction, and emotional fulfillment.
- Ten of Cups - Happiness, family, and harmony.
- Page of Cups - Creative opportunities, intuition, and messages of love.
- Knight of Cups - Romance, charm, and idealism.
- Queen of Cups - Compassion, calm, and emotional security.
- King of Cups - Emotional balance, diplomacy, and control over feelings.

2.2 Pentacles

The suit of Pentacles focuses on material aspects, such as work, finances, and physical health. It reflects how
we manage our resources and the tangible aspects of life.



Key Meanings of the Pentacles:

- Ace of Pentacles - New financial opportunities and prosperity.
- Two of Pentacles - Balance, multitasking, and adaptability.
- Three of Pentacles - Collaboration, teamwork, and skill development.
- Four of Pentacles - Control, stability, and holding onto resources.
- Five of Pentacles - Financial loss, isolation, and poverty.
- Six of Pentacles - Generosity, charity, and giving/receiving help.
- Seven of Pentacles - Assessment, patience, and long-term planning.
- Eight of Pentacles - Hard work, dedication, and craftsmanship.
- Nine of Pentacles - Independence, financial security, and self-sufficiency.
- Ten of Pentacles - Wealth, legacy, and family ties.
- Page of Pentacles - New opportunities, ambition, and practical messages.
- Knight of Pentacles - Hard work, responsibility, and reliability.
- Queen of Pentacles - Nurturing, practicality, and financial independence.
- King of Pentacles - Security, control, and abundance.

2.3 Swords

The suit of Swords represents intellect, thoughts, and conflict. It often signifies challenges and the mental
struggles we face.

Key Meanings of the Swords:

- Ace of Swords - Clarity, truth, and new ideas.
- Two of Swords - Indecision, stalemate, and choices.
- Three of Swords - Heartbreak, sorrow, and emotional pain.
- Four of Swords - Rest, recovery, and contemplation.
- Five of Swords - Conflict, defeat, and tension.
- Six of Swords - Transition, moving away from difficulties, and healing.
- Seven of Swords - Deception, strategy, and stealth.
- Eight of Swords - Restriction, feeling trapped, and helplessness.
- Nine of Swords - Anxiety, fear, and nightmares.
- Ten of Swords - Betrayal, endings, and loss.
- Page of Swords - Curiosity, vigilance, and new ideas.
- Knight of Swords - Action, ambition, and assertiveness.
- Queen of Swords - Independence, perception, and clear communication.
- King of Swords - Authority, logic, and intellectual power.

2.4 Wands

The suit of Wands is about inspiration, spirituality, and creativity. It often indicates growth, action, and the



pursuit of goals.

Key Meanings of the Wands:

- Ace of Wands - Inspiration, new beginnings, and creativity.
- Two of Wands - Planning, progress, and discovery.
- Three of Wands - Expansion, foresight, and opportunities.
- Four of Wands - Celebration, harmony, and homecoming.
- Five of Wands - Competition, conflict, and rivalry.
- Six of Wands - Victory, recognition, and achievement.
- Seven of Wands - Defense, standing your ground, and perseverance.
- Eight of Wands - Rapid movement, communication, and travel.
- Nine of Wands - Resilience, courage, and persistence.
- Ten of Wands - Burden, responsibility, and overwhelm.
- Page of Wands - Enthusiasm, exploration, and new ideas.
- Knight of Wands - Passion, adventure, and impulsiveness.
- Queen of Wands - Confidence, courage, and social charisma.
- King of Wands - Leadership, vision, and entrepreneurship.

How to Interpret Rider-Waite Tarot Cards

Interpreting Rider-Waite Tarot cards requires a blend of intuition, knowledge of symbolism, and
understanding of the context of the reading. Here are some steps to enhance your interpretation skills:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Deck

Spend time with the Rider-Waite Tarot deck. Look at each card, reflect on its imagery, and jot down your
initial impressions.

2. Understand the Card Positions

If you're doing a tarot spread, understand the significance of each position in relation to the question or
situation at hand.

3. Consider the Reversals



Many readers interpret reversed cards differently, often seeing them as the opposite meaning or as

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the Fool card represent in the Rider-Waite tarot deck?
The Fool represents new beginnings, spontaneity, and a sense of adventure. It symbolizes taking risks and
embracing the unknown.

What is the significance of the Lovers card in Rider-Waite tarot?
The Lovers card signifies love, harmony, and relationships. It often represents choices, duality, and the
balance between opposing forces.

How is the Death card interpreted in the Rider-Waite tarot?
The Death card symbolizes transformation, endings, and new beginnings. It indicates the necessity of
letting go to make way for new growth.

What does the Wheel of Fortune card mean in tarot readings?
The Wheel of Fortune represents cycles, fate, and karma. It signifies the ebb and flow of life and the
changes that come with time.

What is the meaning of the Empress card in the Rider-Waite deck?
The Empress embodies fertility, abundance, and nurturing. She represents creativity, motherhood, and the
beauty of nature.

What does the Tower card signify in a tarot reading?
The Tower card signifies upheaval, chaos, and sudden change. It often indicates a breaking down of old
structures to make way for new insights.

How is the High Priestess card interpreted in the Rider-Waite tarot?
The High Priestess represents intuition, mystery, and the subconscious mind. She signifies a deep
connection to one's inner self and hidden knowledge.



What does the Chariot card represent in the Rider-Waite tarot deck?
The Chariot represents willpower, determination, and control. It signifies overcoming obstacles and
achieving victory through focused action.

What is the significance of the Moon card in tarot readings?
The Moon card symbolizes illusions, intuition, and the subconscious. It often represents confusion and the
need to navigate through uncertainty.
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