
revolting rhymes the three little pigs
revolting rhymes the three little pigs is a distinctive retelling of the classic fairy tale,
part of Roald Dahl’s famous collection "Revolting Rhymes." This innovative version takes
the familiar story of the three little pigs and the big bad wolf and infuses it with Dahl’s
signature wit, dark humor, and unexpected twists. The narrative challenges traditional
portrayals by presenting a more cunning and resourceful wolf, as well as clever pigs who
meet an unconventional fate. This article explores the plot, themes, and literary style of
revolting rhymes the three little pigs, providing insight into how it redefines a well-known
fable. Additionally, the impact of Roald Dahl’s unique storytelling approach on children’s
literature and its appeal to various audiences will be discussed. For those interested in
fairy tale adaptations, literary analysis, or Roald Dahl’s works, this guide offers a
comprehensive examination of revolting rhymes the three little pigs.
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Overview of Revolting Rhymes the Three Little
Pigs
Revolting rhymes the three little pigs is part of a 1982 collection by Roald Dahl that
reimagines classic fairy tales through a humorous and often macabre lens. Unlike
traditional retellings, Dahl’s version employs rhyme and rhythm to engage readers while
delivering surprising outcomes. The story is well-known for subverting expectations,
where the usual roles of hero and villain are blurred, and the narrative takes unexpected
turns. This retelling stands out for its clever language, playful tone, and sharp wit that
appeals to both children and adults. Understanding this version requires familiarity with
the original tale, but it also rewards readers with fresh perspectives on character
motivations and plot resolutions.

Background of Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes
Roald Dahl, a celebrated British author, is renowned for his children’s books that often
mix whimsy with a touch of the grotesque. Revolting Rhymes was created to entertain
while challenging the sanitized versions of fairy tales commonly told. The collection
includes six well-known stories rewritten in rhyming verse, with the three little pigs being



one of the most popular. The book’s distinctive style combines humor with dark elements,
encouraging critical thinking about morality and storytelling conventions.

Structure and Style
The narrative structure of revolting rhymes the three little pigs follows a concise, fast-
paced format, with rhyming couplets that create rhythm and memorability. Dahl’s use of
language is playful yet precise, incorporating puns, alliteration, and unexpected word
choices. This stylistic approach differentiates the tale from traditional prose versions and
emphasizes the entertaining aspect of the story. The poem’s brevity and sharp dialogue
contribute to its appeal, making it accessible for young readers while retaining depth for
literary analysis.

Plot Summary and Key Differences
While revolting rhymes the three little pigs retains the core elements of the original fairy
tale—three pigs building houses of different materials and a wolf attempting to blow them
down—the story diverges significantly in its outcome and character portrayals. The pigs’
fates and the wolf’s cleverness are depicted in a way that overturns conventional
expectations.

Traditional Tale vs. Dahl’s Version
In the classic story, the first two pigs build houses of straw and sticks respectively, which
are easily destroyed by the wolf, while the third pig’s brick house withstands the attack,
leading to the wolf’s defeat. Dahl’s retelling, however, introduces a wolf who is witty and
resourceful, and the pigs are not the innocent victims they usually appear to be. The
poem’s unexpected ending features the wolf outsmarting the pigs in a manner that is both
humorous and ironic.

Summary of Revolting Rhymes the Three Little Pigs
The poem begins with the three pigs each building their houses—one from straw, one from
sticks, and one from bricks. The wolf arrives and easily blows down the first two houses,
eating the pigs inside. When the wolf reaches the brick house, he devises a clever plan to
trick the third pig rather than attempting to blow the house down. The story concludes
with the wolf triumphing through wit instead of brute force, contrasting sharply with the
original fairy tale's moral lessons.

Key Differences Highlighted

The wolf is portrayed as intelligent and strategic instead of merely menacing.



The pigs are less sympathetic, with some depicted as foolish or naive.

The ending is darker and more humorous, lacking the traditional “happily ever
after.”

The use of rhyme enhances the playful yet sinister tone.

The narrative challenges the concept of good versus evil in fairy tales.

Themes and Literary Style
Revolting rhymes the three little pigs explores themes that diverge from the simplistic
morals of the original fairy tale. The story incorporates sophisticated literary devices and
presents complex ideas about intelligence, survival, and morality.

Exploration of Themes
The primary themes include cleverness versus strength, the unpredictability of fate, and
the subversion of traditional roles within fairy tales. Dahl’s version suggests that cunning
and wit can triumph over physical power, and that the clear-cut division of good and evil is
often more complicated. Additionally, the story touches on themes of justice and
retribution, but with a satirical edge that questions conventional morality.

Literary Devices and Style
Dahl employs various literary techniques to enhance the storytelling experience. Rhyme
and meter lend a musical quality, while irony and satire provide depth and humor. The
poem’s vivid imagery and dynamic dialogue create engaging scenes that appeal to
readers’ imaginations. The use of unexpected plot twists keeps the audience intrigued and
challenges preconceived notions about familiar characters and events.

Roald Dahl’s Impact on Fairy Tale Adaptations
Revolting rhymes the three little pigs exemplifies Roald Dahl’s broader influence on the
reinterpretation of classic fairy tales. His approach has inspired numerous authors and
creators to rethink traditional stories and present them in fresh, innovative ways.

Innovative Storytelling Techniques
Dahl’s use of humor, rhyme, and dark themes in revolting rhymes the three little pigs
demonstrates how traditional narratives can be revitalized for modern audiences. This
method encourages readers to question the simplicity of conventional tales and appreciate



the complexity of storytelling. His work often blends entertainment with subtle social
commentary, making fairy tales relevant and thought-provoking.

Influence on Children’s Literature
The success of revolting rhymes the three little pigs and the entire revolting rhymes
collection has contributed to a shift in children’s literature toward more sophisticated and
layered narratives. Dahl’s stories show that children can engage with challenging
concepts when presented in an accessible and enjoyable format. His influence is evident in
the proliferation of fairy tale retellings that incorporate humor, irony, and alternative
perspectives.

Reception and Cultural Significance
Since its publication, revolting rhymes the three little pigs has been widely praised for its
originality, wit, and creative storytelling. It has become a beloved part of Roald Dahl’s
literary legacy and continues to be studied and enjoyed by readers of all ages.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have lauded the poem for its clever use of language and its bold departure from
traditional fairy tale norms. Its ability to entertain while provoking thought has earned it a
distinguished place in children’s literature. The work’s appeal to both young readers and
adults highlights its timeless quality and the skill with which Dahl crafted his verses.

Enduring Popularity and Adaptations
Revolting rhymes the three little pigs has been adapted into various formats, including
stage performances, audio recordings, and animated versions. Its enduring popularity is a
testament to Roald Dahl’s skill in creating stories that resonate across generations. The
poem’s unique blend of humor and darkness ensures it remains a favorite among fans of
fairy tale retellings.

Significance in Cultural Context
The poem reflects broader cultural trends that favor reinterpretation and subversion of
traditional narratives. It challenges audiences to reconsider familiar stories and to
appreciate the complexities inherent in storytelling. Revolting rhymes the three little pigs
exemplifies how literature can evolve while honoring its roots, making it a significant work
in the canon of children’s fairy tales.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Revolting Rhymes: The Three Little Pigs'
about?
It is a humorous and twisted retelling of the classic fairy tale 'The Three Little Pigs',
written by Roald Dahl, featuring clever rhymes and unexpected endings.

Who is the author of 'Revolting Rhymes: The Three
Little Pigs'?
The author is Roald Dahl, a famous British writer known for his imaginative and darkly
humorous children's books.

How does 'Revolting Rhymes: The Three Little Pigs'
differ from the traditional story?
In 'Revolting Rhymes', the story is told in a witty, rhyming style with a more ironic and
sometimes darker twist, often poking fun at the original characters and plot.

Is 'Revolting Rhymes: The Three Little Pigs' suitable for
children?
Yes, it is written for children but also appeals to adults due to its clever language and
humor, though some of the themes are more mature and satirical.

Are there illustrations in 'Revolting Rhymes: The Three
Little Pigs'?
Yes, the book often features illustrations by Quentin Blake, who is well-known for his
distinctive artwork that complements Roald Dahl's stories.

Additional Resources
1. Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl
This classic collection by Roald Dahl retells six well-known fairy tales with a humorous and
twisted twist. The stories are written in witty rhyming verse, offering a fresh and
entertaining perspective on traditional tales like "The Three Little Pigs," "Cinderella," and
"Snow White." Dahl’s clever wordplay and unexpected endings make it a fun read for both
children and adults.

2. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka
This book presents the story of the three little pigs from the wolf's point of view, offering a
humorous and alternative take on the classic tale. The wolf insists he was framed and
provides his side of the story, making readers question the traditional narrative. It’s a



clever and amusing read that encourages critical thinking about storytelling.

3. The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by Eugene Trivizas
A reversal of the classic tale, this book features three little wolves who build houses to
protect themselves from a big bad pig. The story is a playful exploration of roles and
stereotypes, with charming illustrations and a humorous tone. It’s an inventive and
engaging story for young readers.

4. Wolf Won’t Bite! The Story of the Three Little Pigs by Emily Gravett
Emily Gravett offers a delightful retelling with beautiful illustrations and a gentle, funny
take on the wolf character. The story is told through both text and pictures, revealing the
wolf’s misunderstood nature. This book encourages empathy and understanding through
its creative storytelling.

5. Seriously, Cinderella Is So Annoying! by Trisha Speed Shaskan
This book humorously critiques and reimagines classic fairy tale characters, including the
pigs from "The Three Little Pigs." It offers a modern and sassy take on traditional stories,
with playful rhymes and witty commentary. Ideal for readers who enjoy humor and fresh
perspectives on old tales.

6. Fairy Tale Comics: The Three Little Pigs by Chris Duffy
A comic book adaptation of the three little pigs story, this title brings the classic tale to life
with vibrant illustrations and dynamic storytelling. It adds humor and action to the
original narrative, making it accessible and entertaining for young readers. The graphic
format adds a new dimension to the well-known story.

7. The Three Little Pigs and the Somewhat Bad Wolf by Mark Teague
This version presents a twist where the wolf is not quite as bad as he seems, adding humor
and unexpected developments. The story is engaging with playful language and bright
illustrations, making it a favorite for children. It challenges the traditional good-versus-evil
theme with a lighthearted approach.

8. The Three Ninja Pigs by Corey Rosen Schwartz
A fun and action-packed retelling where the three little pigs are ninjas defending
themselves against the big bad wolf. The book combines humor, adventure, and martial
arts, appealing to kids who enjoy exciting and imaginative stories. The clever rhymes and
spirited illustrations make it an entertaining read.

9. The Three Little Pigs: An Architectural Tale by Steven Guarnaccia
This book creatively explores the three little pigs story through the lens of architecture
and design. It highlights the pigs’ different building choices and the importance of
creativity and resilience. The unique perspective and artistic style offer a fresh and
educational take on the classic tale.
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