
revised common lectionary year c
revised common lectionary year c represents one of the three-year cycles of scripture
readings used in many Christian liturgical traditions worldwide. This lectionary provides a
structured way to engage with biblical texts throughout the church year, offering a
thematic and chronological approach to scripture. Year C, in particular, focuses heavily on
the Gospel of Luke, with supplementary readings from the Old Testament, Psalms, and
Epistles, creating a rich tapestry of biblical narrative and teaching. Understanding the
structure, purpose, and unique features of the revised common lectionary year c is
essential for clergy, liturgists, and laypersons involved in worship planning and Bible study.
This article explores the origins, structure, and thematic emphasis of the lectionary cycle,
with detailed insights into its readings and significance in contemporary Christian worship.
The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview and practical guidance on
using the revised common lectionary year c effectively.
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Overview of the Revised Common Lectionary
The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) is a three-year cycle of weekly scripture readings
developed to promote a unified approach to scripture across many Christian
denominations. It builds upon earlier lectionaries, such as the Roman Catholic Ordo
Lectionum Missae and the Lutheran and Anglican traditions. The RCL aims to expose
congregations to a broad spectrum of biblical literature over the course of three years,
labeled as Year A, Year B, and Year C. This ecumenical resource enhances the depth and
breadth of biblical engagement, making it a cornerstone for liturgical planning and
theological reflection.

Historical Development
The RCL was developed in the late 20th century through ecumenical collaboration among
Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Orthodox scholars and church leaders. Its revision sought
to update language, improve textual selections, and ensure a balanced representation of
Old Testament, New Testament, and Gospel readings. The adoption of the RCL across
denominations has fostered a shared liturgical rhythm and facilitated common scriptural
study and worship experiences.



Purpose and Benefits
The primary purpose of the revised common lectionary is to provide a systematic and
comprehensive way to read and preach the Bible throughout the liturgical year. It benefits
churches by:

Encouraging exposure to the full biblical canon

Promoting ecumenical unity through shared scripture readings

Providing thematic coherence for worship services

Supporting preaching and teaching with a consistent scriptural framework

Facilitating planning for liturgical seasons and special occasions

Structure and Cycle of Year C
The revised common lectionary follows a three-year cycle, with each year emphasizing a
different synoptic Gospel. Year C, the focus of this article, primarily highlights the Gospel of
Luke. The cycle begins with the season of Advent and progresses through Christmas,
Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and Ordinary Time. Each Sunday and major feast day
features designated readings from the Old Testament, Psalms, Epistles, and Gospels.

Liturgical Calendar Integration
Year C aligns with the liturgical calendar, ensuring that readings correspond to particular
seasons and themes appropriate to the church year. For example, Advent readings
anticipate the coming of Christ, while Lent readings focus on repentance and preparation.
The Easter season celebrates the resurrection, and Pentecost readings emphasize the work
of the Holy Spirit and the early church.

Weekly Reading Pattern
Each Sunday in Year C typically includes four scripture readings:

Old Testament reading1.

Psalm or Canticle2.

Epistle or New Testament letter3.

Gospel reading, predominantly from Luke4.



This pattern helps worshippers experience a range of biblical voices and genres, reinforcing
the theological themes of each service.

Thematic Emphases in Year C
The revised common lectionary year c emphasizes themes found within the Gospel of Luke,
which underscores Jesus’ compassion, inclusivity, and the centrality of the kingdom of God.
Luke’s narrative offers a unique perspective on Jesus’ ministry, focusing on marginalized
groups and the universal scope of salvation.

Key Themes in Luke’s Gospel
Year C highlights several major themes from Luke’s Gospel, including:

Compassion and Mercy: Jesus’ care for the poor, sick, and outcast

Prayer and the Holy Spirit: Emphasis on the role of prayer and the Spirit’s activity

Salvation for All: The universal nature of Jesus’ mission, extending beyond Israel

Discipleship and Following Christ: Calls to repentance, faith, and active
commitment

Joy and Praise: Frequent songs and expressions of joy in response to God’s work

Old Testament and Epistle Correlations
The Old Testament readings in Year C often prepare worshippers for the Gospel message by
recalling God’s covenant faithfulness and promises. Epistle selections complement these by
offering theological reflections and ethical exhortations relevant to the themes in Luke. This
interplay enriches the worship experience and deepens biblical understanding.

Primary Biblical Readings in Year C
The revised common lectionary year c features a carefully curated selection of scripture
passages designed to provide a comprehensive biblical narrative. Although Luke’s Gospel is
central, the readings draw broadly from the entire Bible to present a balanced scriptural
diet.

Gospel of Luke Highlights
Key passages from Luke included in Year C are:



The birth narratives (Luke 1–2)

Jesus’ baptism and genealogy (Luke 3)

Parables unique to Luke, such as the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son

Teachings on prayer, forgiveness, and the kingdom of God

The passion, resurrection, and ascension narratives

Representative Old Testament Readings
Old Testament passages in Year C often correspond to Gospel themes, including texts from:

The prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah, emphasizing hope and restoration

Psalm selections that provide worshipful responses

Historical books recounting God’s covenant relationship with Israel

Wisdom literature offering ethical guidance

Epistles and New Testament Letters
The Epistle readings in Year C are drawn from various New Testament letters, including
those of Paul, Peter, James, and John. These passages provide doctrinal teaching,
encouragement, and practical advice for Christian living aligned with the Gospel message.

Utilizing the Revised Common Lectionary Year C
in Worship
Church leaders and worship planners utilize the revised common lectionary year c to design
services that reflect the liturgical calendar and convey biblical truths effectively. The
lectionary supports preaching, music selection, and educational programs by providing a
consistent scriptural framework.

Planning Worship Services
Adopting the revised common lectionary year c allows worship planners to:

Ensure thematic continuity across Sundays and seasons



Incorporate a variety of biblical genres and voices

Coordinate scripture readings with hymns, prayers, and sermons

Engage congregations with a balanced biblical diet over time

Prepare for special liturgical days with appropriate texts

Supporting Preaching and Teaching Ministries
The structured nature of the revised common lectionary year c aids preachers and
educators in crafting sermons and lessons that connect the Old and New Testaments. By
following the lectionary cycle, ministers can address foundational Christian doctrines and
practical discipleship topics in a systematic way.

Encouraging Congregational Engagement
Regular exposure to the revised common lectionary readings encourages congregants to
engage with scripture both in worship and personal study. The thematic consistency and
variety of texts foster a deeper understanding of biblical narratives and their application to
daily life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Revised Common Lectionary Year C?
The Revised Common Lectionary Year C is the third year in the three-year cycle of scripture
readings used in many Christian churches, focusing primarily on the Gospel of Luke.

How does Year C differ from Years A and B in the
Revised Common Lectionary?
Year C emphasizes readings from the Gospel of Luke, whereas Year A focuses on the Gospel
of Matthew and Year B on the Gospel of Mark, providing a balanced exposure to the
synoptic gospels over the three-year cycle.

Who uses the Revised Common Lectionary Year C in
their worship services?
Many Protestant denominations, including the Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, and
Presbyterian churches, use the Revised Common Lectionary Year C as part of their liturgical
calendar for scripture readings during worship.



What is the significance of the Revised Common
Lectionary Year C for preaching?
Year C offers preachers a thematic and chronological framework primarily based on Luke's
Gospel, allowing for focused exploration of Jesus’ ministry and teachings throughout the
liturgical year.

Where can I find the scripture readings for the Revised
Common Lectionary Year C?
Scripture readings for Year C can be found on official lectionary websites such as the
Vanderbilt Divinity Library’s lectionary page, denominational websites, or in printed
lectionary books published by church organizations.

How are the Old Testament readings chosen in the
Revised Common Lectionary Year C?
In Year C, Old Testament readings are selected to complement the Gospel of Luke, often
highlighting themes that relate to Jesus’ life, mission, and teachings, providing a cohesive
scriptural narrative for each Sunday.

Additional Resources
1. Exploring the Revised Common Lectionary: Year C
This comprehensive guide delves into the themes and scripture readings for Year C of the
Revised Common Lectionary. It offers insightful commentary and practical applications for
pastors, teachers, and lay readers. The book helps readers understand the liturgical
calendar and how the readings connect to Christian life and worship.

2. Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary: Year C
Designed for clergy and homiletics students, this book provides sermon ideas and
theological reflections on the Year C texts. It emphasizes the importance of context,
cultural relevance, and spiritual growth in crafting meaningful sermons. The book also
includes sample prayers and discussion questions.

3. Year C Bible Study Guide: Revised Common Lectionary
This study guide is tailored for small groups and individual readers following the Year C
readings. It breaks down each weekly passage with background information, reflection
prompts, and application exercises. The guide encourages deeper engagement with the
scripture and fosters community discussion.

4. Living the Word: Devotions for Revised Common Lectionary Year C
A devotional collection aligned with the weekly readings of Year C, this book offers daily
reflections and prayers. It helps readers connect the biblical texts to everyday life and
spiritual growth. Each devotion is short, making it suitable for busy schedules while still
providing meaningful insights.

5. Theological Reflections on Year C: Revised Common Lectionary Insights



This volume presents scholarly essays exploring the major theological themes found in Year
C scripture selections. Topics include Christology, discipleship, and the kingdom of God as
portrayed in the lectionary texts. It is ideal for seminary students and church leaders
seeking deeper academic engagement.

6. Children’s Ministry and the Revised Common Lectionary: Year C Lessons
Focused on children’s faith formation, this book offers lesson plans and activities based on
the Year C lectionary readings. It provides creative approaches to teaching biblical stories
and concepts in an age-appropriate manner. The resource supports Sunday school teachers
and parents alike.

7. Music and Worship Resources for Year C: Revised Common Lectionary
A resource for worship leaders, this book compiles hymns, songs, and liturgical music
aligned with the Year C readings. It includes suggestions for integrating music into worship
services to enhance the message of the scriptures. The book also discusses the role of
music in spiritual formation.

8. Pastoral Care and the Revised Common Lectionary: Year C Reflections
This book links the Year C lectionary texts with pastoral care practices, offering guidance
for ministers working with congregants in various life situations. It highlights themes of
hope, healing, and community found in the scripture passages. Pastors will find practical
advice for counseling and support.

9. Art and the Revised Common Lectionary: Year C Visual Reflections
Combining theology and visual arts, this book explores how Year C scripture can inspire
creative expression. It showcases artwork, photography, and liturgical art related to the
lectionary themes. Readers are encouraged to engage their faith through both reflection
and artistic creation.
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