
revised common lectionary year a

revised common lectionary year a provides a structured and thematic approach to scripture readings used in
many Christian worship services throughout the liturgical calendar. This lectionary cycle focuses primarily
on the Gospel of Matthew, emphasizing the teachings and ministry of Jesus Christ. It is designed to guide
congregations through key biblical passages and themes relevant to the Christian faith, facilitating worship
planning, preaching, and personal study. The Revised Common Lectionary Year A is part of a three-year cycle
that also includes Years B and C, each focusing on different synoptic gospels and scriptural texts. This
article explores the structure, primary themes, and practical applications of the Revised Common Lectionary
Year A, offering insights into its significance for churches and individuals alike. Understanding this lectionary
cycle can enhance the experience of worship and deepen engagement with scripture throughout the liturgical
year.
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Overview of the Revised Common Lectionary Year A

The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) is a three-year cycle of weekly scripture readings adopted by many
Christian denominations worldwide. Year A in this cycle is distinct in its emphasis on the Gospel of Matthew,
which serves as the primary gospel text throughout most of the liturgical year. The lectionary provides
designated readings for every Sunday and major feast day, including Old Testament, Psalms, Epistles, and
Gospel passages. These readings are carefully curated to correspond with the liturgical seasons, such as
Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost.

Year A is widely used in liturgical churches for its consistent thematic flow and theological depth. It
encourages a comprehensive exploration of Matthew’s portrayal of Jesus’ life and ministry, highlighting his role
as the Messiah and teacher. The Revised Common Lectionary Year A supports a unified approach to scripture,
fostering a sense of continuity and coherence in worship services over the course of the year.

Historical Background

The Revised Common Lectionary was developed in the late 20th century as an ecumenical effort to standardize
scripture readings across different Christian traditions. It builds upon earlier lectionaries used in Roman
Catholic, Anglican, and Protestant churches. The Year A cycle, with its focus on Matthew, reflects
historical and theological priorities that emphasize Jesus’ teachings and fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.

Denominational Adoption

Various Christian denominations, including Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, and Anglican churches, have
embraced the Revised Common Lectionary Year A. Its ecumenical origins make it a preferred choice for
interdenominational worship settings and collaborative ministry efforts. The standardized readings assist
clergy and lay leaders in sermon preparation and liturgical planning.



Key Scriptural Themes and Focus

The Revised Common Lectionary Year A centers on several major scriptural themes that shape the spiritual
journey of the Christian community throughout the liturgical year. These themes are drawn primarily from the
Gospel of Matthew and supported by complementary Old Testament and Epistle readings.

The Gospel of Matthew

Matthew’s Gospel is renowned for its presentation of Jesus as the fulfillment of Jewish prophecy and as a
teacher who offers ethical instructions for living. Year A readings highlight key events such as the Sermon on
the Mount, parables, miracles, and the Passion narrative. The emphasis on Jesus’ teachings invites believers to
reflect on discipleship, righteousness, and the kingdom of heaven.

Old Testament Connections

Year A lectionary selections frequently draw from prophetic books and wisdom literature that foreshadow
or echo the messages in Matthew. Passages from Isaiah, Psalms, and other prophets reinforce the continuity
between the Old and New Testaments, underscoring God’s covenantal faithfulness.

Epistles and Psalms

The accompanying Epistle readings often provide theological reflections or practical guidance related to the
Gospel texts. Psalms are incorporated to enrich worship with prayers and praises that resonate with the
season’s themes. Together, these readings offer a well-rounded biblical foundation for each Sunday.

Structure and Liturgical Calendar

The Revised Common Lectionary Year A follows the Christian liturgical calendar, which organizes the year
around major seasons and festivals. This structure aids in presenting scripture in a rhythm that aligns with the
life of the church and the spiritual formation of its members.

Liturgical Seasons in Year A

The year begins with the season of Advent, focusing on anticipation and preparation for the coming of Christ.
Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus, followed by Epiphany, which highlights the manifestation of Christ to
the world. Lent is a penitential season leading up to Easter, the central feast commemorating the resurrection
of Jesus. Pentecost concludes the major festivals, emphasizing the work of the Holy Spirit and the mission of the
church.

Weekly Reading Cycle

Each Sunday in Year A has a set of four readings: an Old Testament passage, a Psalm, an Epistle, and a Gospel
reading. These are selected to complement one another and develop the theological themes of the day. Special
feast days and solemnities have prescribed readings that reflect their significance.

Special Liturgical Days

In addition to regular Sundays, Year A includes readings for occasions such as the Baptism of the Lord,



Transfiguration Sunday, All Saints’ Day, and Christ the King Sunday. These highlight significant doctrines and
events in the Christian calendar.

Practical Applications for Worship and Preaching

The Revised Common Lectionary Year A serves as a vital resource for clergy, worship planners, and lay
leaders by providing a consistent scriptural framework for each Sunday service. Its use facilitates thematic
preaching, cohesive worship experiences, and comprehensive biblical education.

Preaching and Sermon Preparation

Preachers rely on the Year A readings to develop sermons that are both biblically grounded and contextually
relevant. The Gospel of Matthew’s focus allows for exploration of Jesus’ teachings on ethics, discipleship, and
the kingdom of God. Sermons can draw connections between the Old Testament prophecies and their fulfillment in
Christ, enhancing congregational understanding.

Worship Planning

Worship leaders use the lectionary to select hymns, prayers, and liturgical elements that correspond to the
scripture readings. This integration enriches the worship experience by creating a unified narrative throughout
the service. The lectionary also supports seasonal decorations and themes, reinforcing the spiritual tone of
each period.

Educational and Devotional Use

The Revised Common Lectionary Year A is an effective tool for Bible study groups and individual devotional
practices. Following the weekly readings encourages consistent engagement with scripture and deeper
theological reflection. It provides structure for understanding the overarching story of salvation as
presented in the Bible.

Benefits and Challenges of Using the Lectionary

Implementing the Revised Common Lectionary Year A offers numerous advantages but also presents certain
challenges that churches and leaders should consider.

Benefits

Consistency: Provides a predictable and comprehensive scripture plan throughout the year.

Unity: Encourages ecumenical worship experiences with shared readings across denominations.

Thematic Depth: Enables a focused exploration of major biblical themes, especially through the Gospel of
Matthew.

Educational Value: Supports systematic Bible teaching and spiritual formation.



Challenges

Complexity: The volume and variety of readings may require significant preparation time for clergy and
worship leaders.

Flexibility: Some congregations may find the lectionary restrictive if they prefer topical or seasonal
approaches outside the prescribed readings.

Cultural Relevance: Certain passages may require contextualization to address contemporary issues
effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Revised Common Lectionary Year A?

The Revised Common Lectionary Year A is the first cycle in a three-year cycle of scripture readings used in many
Christian churches for worship, focusing primarily on the Gospel of Matthew.

How does the Revised Common Lectionary Year A differ from Years B and C?

Year A emphasizes readings from the Gospel of Matthew, Year B focuses on Mark, and Year C centers on Luke,
with all years incorporating readings from the Old Testament and Epistles.

What are the main themes of the Revised Common Lectionary Year A?

Year A themes often include the teachings and ministry of Jesus as presented in Matthew, including the Sermon on
the Mount, parables, and the kingdom of God.

How is the Revised Common Lectionary Year A structured throughout the
church calendar?

It begins with Advent, moves through Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and ends before the next
Advent, with specific scripture passages assigned for each Sunday and major feast day.

Who uses the Revised Common Lectionary Year A?

Many Protestant denominations, as well as some Anglican, Lutheran, and Methodist churches, use the Revised
Common Lectionary Year A as a guide for scripture readings in worship.

Can the Revised Common Lectionary Year A be adapted for different
cultural contexts?

Yes, churches often adapt the lectionary readings to better reflect local traditions and cultural contexts
while maintaining the core scriptural themes.

Where can I find the scripture readings for the Revised Common Lectionary
Year A?

The readings are published in official Revised Common Lectionary resources available online, in denominational



worship guides, and through various church websites.

What is the significance of using a lectionary like the Revised Common
Lectionary Year A in worship?

Using a lectionary ensures a systematic and comprehensive exposure to scripture over time, fostering unity in
worship and allowing congregations to hear a broad range of biblical texts.

How can pastors and worship leaders prepare sermons using the Revised
Common Lectionary Year A?

They typically study the assigned scripture passages for each Sunday, consider the overall liturgical season,
and develop sermons that connect biblical themes to the congregation’s life and context.

Additional Resources
1. “Exploring the Revised Common Lectionary: Year A”
This book offers a comprehensive guide to the Revised Common Lectionary Year A readings, providing insightful
reflections and theological commentary. It serves as a valuable resource for pastors, educators, and
laypeople who want to deepen their understanding of the Scripture passages. Each chapter corresponds to a
specific Sunday or feast day, making it easy to follow along with the church calendar.

2. “Sermon Helps for Year A: Preaching Through the Revised Common Lectionary”
Designed for clergy and sermon writers, this volume provides practical sermon outlines and homiletical ideas
based on the Year A texts. It emphasizes connecting biblical themes to contemporary life, helping preachers
engage their congregations effectively. The book also includes discussion questions and application points.

3. “Year A: A Lectionary Bible Study Guide”
This study guide invites small groups and individuals to explore the Year A readings in depth. With questions,
historical context, and reflections, it encourages thoughtful dialogue and personal growth. It is especially
useful for churches that follow the Revised Common Lectionary in their worship and education programs.

4. “The Gospel of Matthew in Year A: A Commentary”
Focusing on the Gospel readings predominantly from Matthew found in Year A, this commentary provides
scholarly yet accessible insights. It explores the narrative, theological themes, and Christology within the
lectionary framework. The book is ideal for those wanting a deeper exegetical understanding of the gospel
texts.

5. “Living the Liturgical Year: Reflections on Year A”
This devotional resource offers daily or weekly reflections aligned with the liturgical seasons of Year A. It
integrates scripture, prayer, and practical application, enabling readers to live out the lectionary’s call in
everyday life. The reflections are crafted to inspire spiritual growth and a closer walk with God.

6. “Children’s Ministry and the Revised Common Lectionary Year A”
Tailored for children’s ministers and educators, this book provides creative lesson plans and activities based
on Year A readings. It helps communicate biblical stories in an engaging and age-appropriate way. The resource
supports faith formation in young learners through interactive and meaningful approaches.

7. “Year A: Psalms and Prayers for Worship”
This collection compiles psalms and prayers that correspond with the themes of the Year A lectionary
readings. It is an excellent tool for worship leaders seeking to enrich liturgical services and personal devotion.
The prayers are crafted to complement Scripture, enhancing the worship experience.

8. “The Revised Common Lectionary Year A: A Guide for Lay Preachers”
A practical manual for lay preachers, this book breaks down the Year A readings with clear explanations and
sermon suggestions. It empowers non-ordained leaders to confidently share God’s word in their communities. The



guide emphasizes accessibility and relevance to everyday life.

9. “Biblical Themes in Year A: A Theological Reflection”
This scholarly work examines the major biblical themes that emerge from the Year A lectionary readings. It
offers theological reflections on topics such as covenant, kingdom of God, and discipleship. The book is
suitable for seminary students, theologians, and anyone interested in a deeper understanding of the lectionary’s
theological dimensions.
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