review of the god of small things

review of the god of small things provides an in-depth exploration of Arundhati Roy’s acclaimed
novel, a work that has captivated readers worldwide with its intricate narrative and profound
themes. This review of the god of small things delves into the novel’s plot structure, character
development, and the socio-political context that shapes the story’s background. Emphasizing the
literary techniques and stylistic choices, the analysis highlights how Roy weaves a compelling
tapestry of memories, forbidden love, and cultural conflicts. Additionally, this review covers the
critical reception and lasting impact of the novel on contemporary literature. The discussion
naturally flows into a detailed table of contents outlining the key areas covered in this
comprehensive article.

¢ Plot Overview and Narrative Style
e Character Analysis

e Themes and Symbolism

e Literary Techniques and Language

e Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

Plot Overview and Narrative Style

The review of the god of small things begins with an examination of the novel’s complex plot, which
unfolds through a non-linear narrative. The story is centered around the lives of the fraternal twins,
Rahel and Estha, as they navigate the intricacies of their family history in Kerala, India. The
narrative moves fluidly between past and present, revealing traumatic events that profoundly affect
the characters’ lives. This distinctive storytelling approach enhances the emotional depth and
suspense, inviting readers to piece together the timeline alongside the characters.

Non-linear Narrative Structure

The non-linear narrative style employed in the god of small things challenges conventional
storytelling by shifting back and forth in time. This technique allows a gradual unveiling of critical
plot points, particularly the tragic consequences stemming from forbidden love and societal taboos.
The fragmented timeline reinforces the themes of memory and loss, as the past continually intrudes
upon the present.

Setting and Context

The novel is set in the lush, tropical landscape of Ayemenem, Kerala, during the 1960s and 1990s.
This setting is more than a backdrop; it reflects the socio-political tensions and cultural norms that



influence the characters’ decisions and fates. The review of the god of small things emphasizes how
the setting enriches the narrative by grounding it in a specific historical and geographical context.

Character Analysis

The review of the god of small things highlights the depth and complexity of its characters, which
are integral to the novel’s emotional resonance. Each character is intricately crafted, embodying
distinct traits and embodying broader social issues. The twins, Rahel and Estha, serve as the
emotional core, while secondary characters provide insight into familial and societal dynamics.

Rahel and Estha

Rahel and Estha, the central protagonists, represent innocence and trauma intertwined. Their
experiences of loss and separation shape their identities, and their relationship underscores the
novel’s exploration of memory and familial bonds. The review examines how their perspectives offer
contrasting yet complementary views of shared events.

Supporting Characters

The supporting cast includes Ammu, the twins’ mother, whose defiance of social conventions
triggers pivotal plot developments. Characters such as Velutha, the untouchable carpenter, and
Baby Kochamma, the manipulative aunt, illuminate the rigid caste system and gender roles
prevalent in Indian society. This review of the god of small things details how these characters
enrich the narrative with their symbolic and thematic significance.

Themes and Symbolism

A central focus of the review of the god of small things is its rich thematic content and use of
symbolism. The novel addresses complex issues such as forbidden love, caste discrimination,
political oppression, and the innocence of childhood. These themes are interwoven with symbolic
motifs that deepen the reader’s understanding of the narrative.

Forbidden Love and Social Taboos

The theme of forbidden love is a driving force in the novel, particularly through the relationship
between Ammu and Velutha. Their love challenges entrenched social hierarchies, resulting in tragic
consequences. The review explores how this theme critiques societal norms and highlights issues of
inequality and injustice.

Memory and Trauma

Memory plays a critical role in the narrative structure and thematic development. The fragmented
recollections of the twins reveal how trauma shapes identity and perception. Symbolism related to



water, mirrors, and small everyday objects accentuates the novel’s focus on the significance of
seemingly minor details in shaping life’s trajectory.

e Caste and Social Hierarchy
e Childhood Innocence and Loss

¢ Political and Cultural Conflict

Literary Techniques and Language

The review of the god of small things also examines Arundhati Roy’s distinctive literary style,
characterized by poetic language, inventive syntax, and rich imagery. Roy’s use of metaphors,
similes, and wordplay contributes to the novel’s lyrical quality, inviting readers to engage deeply
with the text.

Poetic Prose and Imagery

Roy’s prose often reads like poetry, with vivid descriptions that evoke sensory experiences. This
lyrical style amplifies the emotional intensity of the story and creates a memorable reading
experience. The review discusses how this technique enhances the novel’s thematic resonance.

Language and Dialect

The novel incorporates regional dialects and multilingual expressions, adding authenticity and
cultural specificity. This linguistic diversity reflects the complexity of identity and communication
within the setting. The review highlights how language functions as both a unifying and dividing
force among characters.

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

The review of the god of small things acknowledges the novel’s critical acclaim, including its receipt
of the Booker Prize in 1997. The work has been praised for its innovative narrative style, emotional
depth, and social commentary. It has also sparked discussions on postcolonial identity and literary
innovation.

Awards and Recognition

The god of small things earned numerous accolades, most notably the Booker Prize, which elevated
Arundhati Roy’s status as a significant literary figure. The novel’s success marked a milestone for
Indian English literature on the global stage.



Influence on Literature and Society

The novel’s exploration of marginalized voices and social injustices has influenced subsequent
writers and scholars. It remains a subject of academic study and public discourse, underscoring its
enduring relevance. This review emphasizes the novel’s role in shaping contemporary literary
conversations and cultural awareness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The God of Small Things'?

‘The God of Small Things' explores themes such as forbidden love, social discrimination, family
secrets, and the impact of childhood trauma on adult life.

How does Arundhati Roy use language and narrative style in
the novel?

Arundhati Roy employs poetic and lyrical prose with a non-linear narrative, blending past and
present to create a rich, immersive storytelling experience.

Who are the main characters in 'The God of Small Things'?

The main characters include Estha and Rahel, fraternal twins, their mother Ammu, and other family
members whose lives are deeply affected by societal norms and tragedies.

What role does the setting play in the novel?

Set in Kerala, India, the lush, tropical environment and cultural backdrop are integral to the story,
highlighting the contrasts between tradition and change.

How was 'The God of Small Things' received by critics upon
release?

The novel was widely acclaimed for its originality and emotional depth, winning the Booker Prize in
1997 and establishing Arundhati Roy as a significant literary voice.

What is the significance of the title 'The God of Small Things'?

The title reflects the novel's focus on the small, often overlooked details and moments that shape the
characters' lives and destinies.

Does the novel address social and political issues?

Yes, the novel critiques caste discrimination, social injustice, and the rigid class structures prevalent
in Indian society.



Is 'The God of Small Things' suitable for all readers?

While the novel is celebrated for its literary merit, it contains mature themes and complex narrative
techniques that may be better suited for adult readers.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things

This book offers an in-depth analysis of the themes, characters, and narrative style of The God of
Small Things. It explores the socio-political context of the novel and its impact on contemporary
Indian literature. Readers will find critical essays that illuminate Roy’s unique storytelling
techniques and her commentary on caste, family, and forbidden love.

2. The Postcolonial Condition in The God of Small Things

Focusing on postcolonial theory, this work examines how Arundhati Roy presents the lingering
effects of colonialism in her novel. It discusses issues of identity, displacement, and resistance within
the cultural landscape of Kerala. The book also investigates the intersection of personal and political
histories in the narrative.

3. Feminism and Family Dynamics in The God of Small Things

This collection of essays explores the feminist perspectives embedded in Roy’s novel, particularly
regarding gender roles and family structures. It analyzes the female characters’ struggles against
patriarchal norms and societal expectations. The book also highlights how Roy critiques traditional
family dynamics through her storytelling.

4. Memory and Trauma in The God of Small Things

This study delves into the themes of memory and trauma as portrayed in the novel. It discusses how
Roy uses fragmented narrative and symbolism to depict the psychological scars of her characters.
The book offers insight into the ways personal and collective traumas shape identity and
relationships.

5. Language and Narrative Techniques in The God of Small Things

This book focuses on Arundhati Roy’s distinctive use of language and narrative structure. It explores
her poetic prose, non-linear storytelling, and use of symbolism. Readers will gain an understanding
of how these techniques enhance the emotional depth and thematic complexity of the novel.

6. Social Hierarchies and Caste in The God of Small Things

Examining the social stratification depicted in the novel, this work addresses the role of caste and
class in shaping characters’ lives and destinies. It discusses Roy’s critique of the rigid social order
and its consequences on love and freedom. The book also contextualizes these themes within Indian
society.

7. Love and Forbidden Desires in The God of Small Things

This analysis focuses on the portrayal of love, desire, and taboo relationships in the novel. It
investigates how Roy challenges conventional morality and societal norms through her characters’
experiences. The book provides a nuanced understanding of the emotional and cultural conflicts
presented.

8. Arundhati Roy’s Political Commentary in The God of Small Things
Highlighting the political undertones of the novel, this book examines Roy’s critique of Indian



politics, social injustice, and corruption. It discusses how these elements are woven into the
narrative to reflect broader societal issues. Readers will appreciate the novel as both a personal
story and a political statement.

9. The God of Small Things: Critical Perspectives and Interpretations

This comprehensive volume compiles various critical perspectives on the novel, including literary,
cultural, and philosophical interpretations. It serves as a valuable resource for students and scholars
seeking a multifaceted understanding of Roy’s work. The book encourages readers to engage with
the novel’s complexity and enduring significance.
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