REQUIREMENT FOR CPA EXAM IN TEXAS

REQUIREMENT FOR CPA EXAM IN TEXAS IS A CRITICAL TOPIC FOR ASPIRING CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS WHO WISH TO
PRACTICE IN THE STATE OF TEXAS. THE TEXAS STATE BoARD oF PusLIC AcCoUNTANCY (TSBPA) SETS SPECIFIC
EDUCATIONAL, EXAMINATION, AND EXPERIENCE CRITERIA THAT CANDIDATES MUST MEET TO BECOME LICENSED CPAS.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE REQUIREMENTS HELPS CANDIDATES EFFICIENTLY PLAN THEIR ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL PATHS. THIS
ARTICLE PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH OVERVIEW OF THE ELIGIBILITY QUALIFICATIONS, APPLICATION PROCEDURES, EDUCATIONAL
PREREQUISITES, EXAM DETAILS, AND EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS NEEDED TO SUCCESSFULLY PURSUE CPA LICENSURE IN TEXAS.
ADDITIONALLY, IT COVERS IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS SUCH AS ETHICS EXAMS AND CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION.
THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL GUIDE PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES THROUGH ALL ESSENTIAL STEPS AND CLARIFY THE
STANDARDS SET FORTH BY TEXAS REGULATORY AUTHORITIES.

o EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CPA ExaM IN TEXAS
o APPLICATION PrROCESS AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

e STRUCTURE AND CONTENT oF THE CPA ExaM

EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS FOR CPA LICENSURE

ETHICcs ExAM AND ADDITIONAL LICENSING CONDITIONS

o CONTINUING EDUCATION AND MAINTAINING CPA LICENSE IN TEXAS

EpucATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CPA ExAM IN TEXAS

MEETING THE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS IS THE FOUNDATIONAL STEP IN FULFILLING THE REQUIREMENT FOR CPA EXAM IN
TexAS. THE TEXAS STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTANCY MANDATES CANDIDATES TO HAVE A MINIMUM LEVEL OF FORMAL
EDUCATION THAT ALIGNS WITH NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR CPA CANDIDATES. SPECIFICALLY, THE STATE REQUIRES
CANDIDATES TO COMPLETE AT LEAST 150 SEMESTER HOURS OF COLLEGE EDUCATION FROM AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION. THIS
INCLUDES OBTAINING A BACHELOR’S DEGREE OR HIGHER IN ACCOUNTING OR A RELATED FIELD.

CrepIT HoUr BREAKDOWN

THE 150 SEMESTER HOURS MUST ENCOMPASS SPECIFIC COURSEWORK DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A BROAD ACCOUNTING KNOWLEDGE
BASE. THE TEXAS REQUIREMENTS SPECIFY THE FOLLOWING MINIMUM COURSE CREDITS:

e 30 SEMESTER HOURS IN ACCOUNTING COURSES COVERING FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING, AUDITING, TAXATION, AND
MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTING.

e 24 SEMESTER HOURS IN BUSINESS-RELATED COURSES SUCH AS FINANCE, ECONOMICS, BUSINESS LAV, AND MANAGEMENT.

® THE REMAINING CREDITS CAN BE FROM GENERAL EDUCATION OR OTHER ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES TO MEET THE TOTAL 150-
HOUR REQUIREMENT.

ACCREDITED INSTITUTIONS AND DEGREE T YPES

ONLY EDUCATION RECEIVED FROM INSTITUTIONS ACCREDITED BY RECOGNIZED ACCREDITING BODIES IS ACCEPTED. CANDIDATES



OFTEN PURSUE DEGREES SUCH AS BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (BBA) WITH AN ACCOUNTING CONCENTRATION OR
BACHELOR oF Science (BS) IN ACCOUNTING. MANY ALSO OPT TO COMPLETE A MASTER’S DEGREE IN ACCOUNTING OR
TAXATION TO EXCEED THE 150-HOUR THRESHOLD AND ENHANCE THEIR KNOWLEDGE BEFORE THE EXAM.

APPLICATION PROCESS AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

THE PROCESS TO APPLY FOR THE CPA EXAM IN TEXAS INVOLVES SEVERAL IMPORTANT STEPS THAT ENSURE CANDIDATES MEET
ALL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS. UNDERSTANDING THESE CRITERIA HELPS STREAMLINE THE APPLICATION AND SCHEDULING PROCESS.

INITIAL APPLICATION AND DOCUMENTATION

CANDIDATES MUST SUBMIT A COMPLETED APPLICATION TO THE TEXAS STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTANCY. THIS
APPLICATION REQUIRES DETAILED EDUCATIONAL TRANSCRIPTS, PROOF OF DEGREE COMPLETION, AND PAYMENT OF THE
APPLICATION FEE. OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS SHOULD BE SENT DIRECTLY FROM THE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION TO THE BOARD FOR
VERIFICATION.

MEETING ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS

To BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE EXAM, CANDIDATES MUST:
e HAVE coMPLETED 150 SEMESTER HOURS OF EDUCATION WITH THE REQUIRED ACCOUNTING AND BUSINESS COURSES.
® POSSESS A BACHELOR’S DEGREE OR HIGHER FROM AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY.
® BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OLD AND OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER AS ASSESSED BY THE BOARD.

ONCE ELIGIBILITY IS CONFIRMED, CANDIDATES RECEIVE A NOTICE TO ScHEDULE (NTS), WHICH ALLOWS THEM TO BOOK THEIR
CPA EXAM SECTIONS AT AUTHORIZED TESTING CENTERS.

STRUCTURE AND CONTENT oF THE CPA ExaM

THe CPA EXAM IN TEXAS FOLLOWS THE NATIONAL UNIFORM CPA EXAMINATION FORMAT DEVELOPED BY THE AMERICAN
INSTITUTE oF CerTIFIED PusLIC AcCoUNTANTS (AICPA) AND ADMINISTERED BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE
BoarDS oF AccoUNTANCY (NASBA). UNDERSTANDING THE EXAM’S STRUCTURE IS ESSENTIAL FOR PROPER PREPARATION.

ExAM SECTIONS

THE EXAM CONSISTS OF FOUR COMPREHENSIVE SECTIONS THAT MUST BE PASSED WITHIN AN 18-MONTH ROLLING PERIOD:

1. AUDITING AND ATTESTATION (AUD): FOCUSES ON AUDITING PROCEDURES, STANDARDS, AND PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITIES.

2. BusiNESS ENVIRONMENT AND CoNcerTs (BEC): CoVERS CORPORATE GOVERNANCE, ECONOMIC CONCEPTS, FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY.

3. FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING (FAR): TESTS KNOWLEDGE OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, ACCOUNTING
STANDARDS, AND TRANSACTIONS.

4. ReGULATION (REG): ADDRESSES ETHICS, PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES, FEDERAL TAXATION, AND BUSINESS LAW.



ScorING AND PASSING CRITERIA

EACH SECTION IS SCORED ON A SCALE ofF O TO 99, WITH A MINIMUM PASSING SCORE OF 75 REQUIRED. CANDIDATES MAY TAKE
SECTIONS IN ANY ORDER AND RETAKE FAILED SECTIONS AS NEEDED, BUT ALL FOUR MUST BE PASSED WITHIN THE DESIGNATED
TIMEFRAME TO QUALIFY FOR LICENSURE.

ExPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS FOR CP A LICENSURE

BeyonD PASSING THE CPA EXAM, FULFILLING THE EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENT IS A MANDATORY PART OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR
CPA EXAM IN TEXAS FOR OBTAINING FULL LICENSURE. THE TEXAS STATE BOARD SETS CLEAR GUIDELINES REGARDING THE TYPE
AND DURATION OF WORK EXPERIENCE ACCEPTABLE FOR CANDIDATES.

TyPE OF EXPERIENCE ACCEPTED

EXPERIENCE MUST BE GAINED UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED CPA OR EQUIVALENT AUTHORITY. |T SHOULD
DEMONSTRATE THE CANDIDATE’S COMPETENCY IN APPLYING ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLES AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS.
ACCEPTABLE EXPERIENCE CAN BE OBTAINED IN A VARIETY OF SETTINGS, INCLUDING PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRMS, CORPORATE
ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENTS, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, OR NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.

DURATION AND VERIFICATION

THE MINIMUM EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENT IS ONE YEAR, EQUATING TO AT LEAST 2,000 HOURS OF RELEVANT WORK. THIS
EXPERIENCE MUST BE VERIFIED BY A LICENSED CPA WHO ATTESTS TO THE CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS AND ETHICAL
CONDUCT. DOCUMENTATION IS SUBMITTED AS PART OF THE LICENSURE APPLICATION PROCESS.

ETHICs ExAM AND ADDITIONAL LICENSING CONDITIONS

TEXAS REQUIRES CANDIDATES TO DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDGE OF PROFESSIONAL ETHICS AS PART OF THE CPA LICENSURE
PROCESS. THIS ENSURES THAT ALL LICENSED CPAS ADHERE TO HIGH ETHICAL STANDARDS IN THEIR PRACTICE.

TexAs ETHICS ExAM

THE ETHICS COMPONENT IS SATISFIED BY PASSING THE AICPA PROFESSIONAL ETHICS EXAM OR AN EQUIVALENT ETHICS COURSE
APPROVED BY THE TEXAS STATE BOARD. THIS EXAM COVERS KEY TOPICS SUCH AS THE AICPA CobE oF PROFESSIONAL
CONDUCT, INDEPENDENCE RULES, AND ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITIES.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

APPLICANTS MUST ALSO SUBMIT FINGERPRINTS FOR A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK AND ATTEST TO THEIR GOOD MORAL
CHARACTER. THESE MEASURES HELP MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY AND PROFESSIONALISM OF THE ACCOUNTING LICENSING PROCESS IN
TEXAS.

CoNTINUING EDucCATION AND MAINTAINING CPA LICENSE IN TEXAS

AFTER OBTAINING THE CPA LICENSE, ACCOUNTANTS IN TEXAS MUST COMPLY WITH CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION



(CPE) REQUIREMENTS TO MAINTAIN THEIR CREDENTIALS AND STAY CURRENT WITH INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENTS.

CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

Texas MANDATES CPAS To coMPLETE 120 HouUrs oF CPE EVERY THREE YEARS, INCLUDING AT LEAST 20 HOURS ANNUALLY.
THIS EDUCATION COVERS TECHNICAL SUBJECTS, ETHICS, AND OTHER RELEVANT TOPICS THAT SUPPORT ONGOING PROFESSIONAL
COMPETENCE.

License RENEWAL PROCESS

CPAS MUST RENEW THEIR LICENSES PERIODICALLY BY SUBMITTING PROOF OF COMPLETED CPE CREDITS AND PAYING THE
APPLICABLE RENEWAL FEES. FAILURE TO MEET THESE REQUIREMENTS CAN RESULT IN LICENSE SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION,
EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUOUS LEARNING AND COMPLIANCE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE BASIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS TO TAKE THE CPA EXAM IN TEXAS?

To BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE CPA EXAM IN TEXAS, CANDIDATES MUST HAVE COMPLETED AT LEAST 150 SEMESTER HOURS OF
COLLEGE EDUCATION, INCLUDING A BACHELOR'S DEGREE OR HIGHER, WITH SPECIFIC COURSEWORK IN ACCOUNTING AND BUSINESS
AS REQUIRED BY THE TEXAS STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTANCY.

How MANY ACCOUNTING AND BUSINESS HOURS ARE REQUIRED TO SIT FOR THE CPA
EXAM IN TEXAS?

TEXAS REQUIRES CANDIDATES TO HAVE COMPLETED AT LEAST 30 SEMESTER HOURS IN ACCOUNTING AND 24 SEMESTER HOURS
IN BUSINESS-RELATED COURSES TO QUALIFY FOR THE CPA EXAM.

IS WORK EXPERIENCE REQUIRED BEFORE TAKING THE CPA EXAM IN TEXAS?

NO, TEXAS DOES NOT REQUIRE CANDIDATES TO HAVE WORK EXPERIENCE BEFORE SITTING FOR THE CPA EXAM. HO\X/EVER, W ORK
EXPERIENCE IS REQUIRED FOR CP A LICENSURE AFTER PASSING THE EXAM.

CAN AN INTERNATIONAL CANDIDATE WITH A FOREIGN DEGREE TAKE THE CPA EXAM IN
TexAs?

YES, INTERNATIONAL CANDIDATES CAN APPLY TO TAKE THE CPA EXAM IN TEXAS, BUT THEIR FOREIGN TRANSCRIPTS MUST BE
EVALUATED BY AN APPROVED CREDENTIAL EVALUATION SERVICE TO VERIFY EQUIVALENCY TO U.S. EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS.

Do | NeeD TO APPLY FOR CPA EXAM ELIGIBILITY THROUGH THE TEXAS STATE BOARD
or NASBA?

CANDIDATES MUST APPLY FOR CPA EXAM ELIGIBILITY THROUGH THE TEXAS STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTANCY, WHICH
REVIEWS EDUCATION CREDENTIALS AND APPROVES CANDIDATES BEFORE THEY CAN SCHEDULE THE EXAM THROUGH NASBA.

ARE THERE ANY AGE OR RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS TO TAKE THE CPA EXAM IN TEXAS?

TEXAS DOES NOT HAVE ANY SPECIFIC AGE OR RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS TO TAKE THE CPA exAM. CANDIDATES FROM ANY
STATE OR COUNTRY CAN APPLY AS LONG AS THEY MEET THE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. CPA Exam Review: TEXAS REQUIREMENTS AND STANDARDS

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CPA EXAM IN TEXAS. |T COVERS
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, APPLICATION PROCEDURES, AND STATE-SPECIFIC REGULATIONS. IDEAL FOR CANDIDATES PREPARING TO
MEET TEXAS BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY STANDARDS, IT ALSO INCLUDES TIPS ON NAVIGATING THE EXAM PROCESS EFFICIENTLY.

2. UNDERSTANDING TEXAS CPA ExAM ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION

FOCUSED ON THE APPLICATION PROCESS, THIS GUIDE EXPLAINS THE EDUCATIONAL AND EXPERIENCE PREREQUISITES MANDATED BY
Texas ForR CPA CANDIDATES. |T BREAKS DOWN TRANSCRIPT EVALUATIONS, CREDIT HOUR REQUIREMENTS, AND NECESSARY
DOCUMENTATION. THE BOOK ALSO OFFERS PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR AVOIDING COMMON APPLICATION PITFALLS.

3. TexAas CPA Exam CONTENT AND TESTING GUIDELINES

THIS RESOURCE DIVES INTO THE STRUCTURE AND CONTENT OF THE CPA EXAM AS IT APPLIES TO TEXAS CANDIDATES. IT
OUTLINES THE EXAM SECTIONS, SCORING CRITERIA, AND KEY TOPICS EMPHASIZED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY.
READERS WILL GAIN CLARITY ON HOW TO TAILOR THEIR STUDY PLANS TO MEET | EXAS-SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS.

4. PrePARING FOR THE TEXAS CPA ExAM: STRATEGIES AND RESOURCES

A STRATEGIC GUIDE DESIGNED TO HELP CPA CANDIDATES IN TEXAS DEVELOP EFFECTIVE STUDY PLANS. |T INCLUDES
RECOMMENDED STUDY MATERIALS, TIME MANAGEMENT TIPS, AND INSIGHTS INTO STATE-SPECIFIC EXAM CHALLENGES. THE BOOK
ALSO HIGHLIGHTS RESOURCES OFFERED BY TEXAS ACCOUNTING ORGANIZATIONS.

5. TexAas CPA ETHICS ExAM: REQUIREMENTS AND PREPARA TION

THIS BOOK FOCUSES ON THE ETHICS COMPONENT REQUIRED FOR CPA LICENSURE IN TEXAS. |T EXPLAINS THE CONTENT OF THE
TEXAS JURISPRUDENCE EXAM AND PROVIDES PRACTICE QUESTIONS AND STUDY GUIDES. THE BOOK HELPS CANDIDATES
UNDERSTAND THE ETHICAL STANDARDS AND LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES EXPECTED OF CPAS IN TEXAS.

6. EDUCATIONAL PATHWAYS To THE TEXAS CPA LICENSE

DETAILING THE ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS FOR CPA CANDIDATES IN TEXAS, THIS BOOK COVERS DEGREE QUALIFICATIONS,
ACCOUNTING COURSEWORK, AND CREDIT HOUR MANDATES. |T ASSISTS READERS IN PLANNING THEIR EDUCATION TO FULFILL
TEXAS BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY REQUIREMENTS. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES ALTERNATIVE PATHWAYS FOR MEETING THESE
STANDARDS.

7. Work EXPERIENCE AND LICENSING REQUIREMENTS FOR TExAS CPAS

THIS TITLE ADDRESSES THE PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS NECESSARY FOR CPA LICENSURE IN TEXAS. |T OUTLINES
ACCEPTABLE WORK SETTINGS, SUPERVISION CRITERIA, AND DOCUMENTATION PROCEDURES. CANDIDATES WILL FIND GUIDANCE ON
HOW TO GAIN AND VERIFY RELEVANT EXPERIENCE TO SATISFY TEXAS REGULATIONS.

8. TexAs CPA ExAM Fee STRUCTURE AND APPLICATION TIMELINE

PROVIDING A DETAILED BREAKDOWN OF FEES ASSOCIATED WITH THE CPA EXAM IN TEXAS, THIS BOOK ALSO COVERS
IMPORTANT DEADLINES AND SCHEDULING TIPS. |T HELPS CANDIDATES BUDGET FOR EXAM-RELATED EXPENSES AND PLAN THEIR
APPLICATION SUBMISSIONS TO AVOID DELAYS OR PENALTIES.

9. MAINTAINING CPA LICENSURE IN TEXAS: CONTINUING EDUCA TION AND RENEWALS

THIS BOOK EXPLAINS THE POST-LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR CPAS IN TEXAS, EMPHASIZING CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL
epuCATION (CPE) AND RENEWAL PROCESSES. IT HIGHLIGHTS TEXAS-SPECIFIC CPE MANDATES, REPORTING PROCEDURES, AND
CONSEQUENCES OF NON-COMPLIANCE. THE GUIDE SUPPORTS CPAS IN MAINTAINING GOOD STANDING WITH THE TEXAS STATE
BoARD OF PuBLIC ACCOUNTANCY.
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