remington pump action shotgun history

remington pump action shotgun history traces the evolution of one of America’s most iconic firearms,
renowned for its reliability, versatility, and widespread use in hunting, sport shooting, and law
enforcement. The development of Remington pump action shotguns is a significant chapter in firearms
history, reflecting advances in technology and design from the late 19th century through the modern era.
This article explores the origins, key models, technological innovations, and the cultural impact of
Remington’s pump action shotguns. It highlights how Remington became a leading manufacturer,
contributing to the popularity of pump actions in the shotgun market. Readers will gain insights into the
historical context, mechanical features, and legacy of these firearms. The following sections provide a
detailed examination of the Remington pump action shotgun history, including its early designs, notable

models, and continued evolution over time.

Origins of Remington Pump Action Shotguns

Key Models and Their Development

Technological Innovations in Remington Pump Actions

Remington Pump Action Shotguns in Military and Law Enforcement

Cultural and Sporting Impact

Origins of Remington Pump Action Shotguns

The story of Remington pump action shotgun history begins in the late 19th century, a period marked by
rapid advancements in firearm technology. Remington Arms Company, founded in 1816, initially focused
on rifles and single-shot shotguns. The introduction of the pump action mechanism revolutionized shotgun
design by allowing faster follow-up shots and greater reliability. Remington entered the pump action
market by developing firearms that capitalized on this new mechanism, combining it with robust

engineering and American manufacturing expertise.

Early Pump Action Designs

Before Remington's prominence in pump action shotguns, the concept of a sliding forearm to cycle the
action was introduced by other manufacturers. However, Remington's approach emphasized durability and

user-friendly operation. Early pump shotguns featured tubular magazines beneath the barrel and slide



actions that could eject spent shells and chamber new ones quickly. Remington’s initial pump action models

set the foundation for future innovations and established the brand’s reputation for quality.

Market Context in the Late 1800s

The late 1800s was a transformative era in firearm development, with growing demand for shotguns suited
to hunting and self-defense. The pump action design provided a significant advantage over break-action
and single-shot guns, offering faster cycling and increased ammunition capacity. Remington’s entry into
this market was timely, as hunters and law enforcement agencies sought more effective and reliable

weapons. This period laid the groundwork for Remington's success in the pump action segment.

Key Models and Their Development

Throughout its history, Remington has produced several iconic pump action shotguns that have become
staples among hunters, sport shooters, and professionals. The continuous refinement of these models reflects
the company’s commitment to innovation and adaptability to user needs. This section covers the most

influential Remington pump action shotguns and their evolution.

Remington Model 17

The Remington Model 17, introduced in the 1930s, is often regarded as one of the earliest successful pump
action shotguns by the company. It was a lightweight, reliable firearm designed for sporting use, featuring
a smooth action and a sleek profile. The Model 17 showcased Remington’s ability to blend performance

with ergonomic design, influencing later models significantly.

Remington Model 31

The Model 31, launched in 1931, was a direct successor to the Model 17 and incorporated several
mechanical improvements. Known for its smooth pump action and robust construction, the Model 31 was
popular among hunters and law enforcement. It was produced until the late 1940s and is highly regarded

by collectors and enthusiasts today.

Remington Model 870

Arguably the most famous Remington pump action shotgun, the Model 870 was introduced in 1950 and
remains in production with various updates. Its modular design, reliability, and versatility have made it one
of the best-selling pump shotguns in history. The Model 870’s adaptability to different barrels, stocks, and

calibers has ensured its enduring popularity across multiple markets.



Remington Model 1187

Introduced in the 1980s, the Model 1187 was designed with law enforcement and tactical applications in
mind. It features a robust action and increased durability to handle heavy use. This model emphasized

Remington’s expansion into specialized pump action shotguns beyond traditional hunting and sporting use.

Technological Innovations in Remington Pump Actions

Remington’s contribution to pump action shotgun history is marked by several technological advancements
that improved performance, safety, and user experience. These innovations helped the brand maintain a

competitive edge and meet evolving demands from sport shooters, hunters, and professionals.

Enhanced Action Mechanics

Remington refined the pump action mechanism to ensure smoother cycling, reduced recoil, and increased
reliability. The design improvements focused on reducing friction and wear within the action, allowing for
faster and more consistent operation. These mechanical refinements contributed to the longevity and

dependability of Remington shotguns.

Modular Design and Customization

The Model 870 introduced a modular system that allowed users to easily swap barrels, stocks, and other
components. This level of customization was groundbreaking for pump action shotguns, enabling shooters to
tailor their firearms for specific uses such as hunting, home defense, or competition shooting. The modular

approach has become a standard in modern shotgun design.

Safety Features

Over the decades, Remington incorporated enhanced safety mechanisms including cross-bolt safeties and
improved trigger designs. These features were aimed at preventing accidental discharges and ensuring the
firearm could be safely operated under various conditions. The company’s focus on safety has been a key

factor in its sustained reputation.

Remington Pump Action Shotguns in Military and Law

Enforcement

Remington pump action shotguns have played a significant role in military and law enforcement history,



valued for their reliability, firepower, and ease of use in close-quarters combat and tactical scenarios. Their

adoption by various agencies underscores their practical effectiveness beyond civilian use.

Military Applications

During World War II and subsequent conflicts, pump action shotguns like the Remington Model 31 were
issued to soldiers for trench and close-combat fighting. The Model 870 later saw use in military roles due to
its ruggedness and adaptability. These shotguns were prized for their stopping power and rapid-fire

capability in confined spaces.

Law Enforcement Use

Police departments across the United States have long utilized Remington pump action shotguns for patrol
and tactical operations. The Model 870 and Model 1187, in particular, became standard issue in many
agencies. Their reliability under stress, ease of maintenance, and effectiveness in urban environments made

them indispensable tools for law enforcement officers.

Features Favoring Tactical Deployment

High magazine capacity for sustained firing

Shorter barrel options for maneuverability

Compatibility with tactical accessories such as lights and sights

Robust construction to withstand harsh conditions

Cultural and Sporting Impact

Beyond their functional roles, Remington pump action shotguns have had a lasting cultural impact,
symbolizing American craftsmanship and outdoor traditions. They are widely used in hunting, competitive

shooting, and recreational activities, contributing to the brand’s legacy as a household name in firearms.

Hunting and Sporting Use

Remington pump action shotguns have been favored by hunters for their reliability and ease of handling.



They are suitable for various game birds and small to medium-sized game, making them versatile tools in

the field. Sporting clay target shooters also appreciate their consistent performance and quick cycling action.

Representation in Media and Popular Culture

Remington shotguns have frequently appeared in movies, television, and literature, often depicted as
reliable weapons in the hands of heroes and law enforcement. This visibility has reinforced their iconic

status and familiarity among the general public.

Collector and Enthusiast Communities

The historical significance and craftsmanship of early Remington pump action shotguns have fostered
dedicated collector communities. Enthusiasts seek out vintage models like the Model 17 and Model 31 for

their rarity and mechanical elegance, preserving the heritage of Remington’s pump action lineage.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the first Remington pump action shotgun introduced?

The first Remington pump action shotgun, the Remington Model 17, was introduced in 1912.

What was significant about the Remington Model 17 pump action
shotgun?

The Remington Model 17 was significant for its innovative bottom ejection and sleek design, influencing

later pump action shotgun designs.

How did Remington contribute to the development of pump action
shotguns?

Remington contributed by producing reliable and innovative pump action shotguns like the Model 17 and

later the Model 31, which set standards for smooth action and durability.

‘What is the relationship between the Remington Model 17 and the
Winchester Model 1912?

The Remington Model 17 inspired the design of the Winchester Model 1912, one of the most popular

pump action shotguns of its time.



When did Remington introduce the Model 31 pump action shotgun?

Remington introduced the Model 31 pump action shotgun in 1931 as an improvement over the Model 17.

Why was the Remington Model 31 considered one of the finest pump

action shotguns?

The Model 31 was praised for its smooth action, quality craftsmanship, and reliability, making it highly

regarded among shooters and collectors.

How did Remington's pump action shotguns evolve after the Model 31?

After the Model 31, Remington introduced the Model 870 in 1950, which became one of the most

successful and widely used pump action shotguns in history due to its affordability and versatility.

Additional Resources

1. Remington Pump Action Shotguns: A Historical Overview

This book provides a detailed history of Remington's pump-action shotguns, tracing their development
from the early 20th century to modern models. It includes technical specifications, production changes, and
the impact these firearms had on hunting and law enforcement. Richly illustrated with photographs and

blueprints, it is a must-read for collectors and enthusiasts.

2. The Legacy of the Remington Pump Action Shotgun

Exploring the cultural and practical significance of Remington pump-action shotguns, this volume covers
their use in military, police, and civilian contexts. The author delves into the design innovations that set
Remington apart from competitors. Anecdotes from users and experts provide a personal touch to the

historical narrative.

3. Remington’s Pump Guns: From Model 17 to Model 870

Focusing on the evolution of Remington’s most iconic pump-action models, this book chronicles the
transition from the early Model 17 to the legendary Model 870. It highlights design improvements,
manufacturing techniques, and the shotgun’s role in American firearms history. Detailed illustrations and

production data support the comprehensive analysis.

4. Pump Action Power: The Remington Shotgun Story

This publication offers an engaging story of how Remington’s pump-action shotguns became a staple in
hunting and tactical applications. It discusses the engineering behind the reliable pump mechanism and the
shotgun’s adaptability in various environments. Readers will find insights into the marketing and

popularity of Remington pump guns over the decades.

5. The Remington Model 870: A Pump Action Icon



Dedicated solely to the Remington Model 870, this book examines why it remains one of the most popular
pump-action shotguns worldwide. It covers technical features, military and police adoption, and the
shotgun’s extensive aftermarket customization options. Interviews with gunsmiths and collectors add depth

to the discussion.

6. American Pump Actions: Remington’s Contribution

This book situates Remington’s pump-action shotguns within the broader context of American firearms
history. It compares Remington’s designs with those of other manufacturers and explores the competitive
landscape of pump-action shotguns. The narrative emphasizes Remington’s role in shaping shotgun

technology and culture.

7. Remington Pump Action Shotguns: Design and Development
A technical guide that delves into the mechanical and design aspects of Remington pump-action shotguns.
It provides detailed diagrams, patents, and explanations of the operating mechanisms. Ideal for engineers,

gunsmiths, and serious collectors interested in the intricacies of shotgun construction.

8. Hunting with Remington Pump Action Shotguns

Focusing on the practical use of Remington pump-action shotguns in hunting, this book combines history
with field experience. It offers tips on selecting the right model, maintaining the shotgun, and choosing
appropriate ammunition. Personal hunting stories illustrate the reliability and effectiveness of Remington

pump guns.

9. The Complete Guide to Remington Pump Action Firearms

This comprehensive guide covers all Remington pump-action firearms, including shotguns and rifles. It
includes historical context, detailed model descriptions, production timelines, and collector’s advice. The
book is richly illustrated and serves as an essential reference for anyone interested in Remington’s pump-

action legacy.
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