
reinforced concrete beam design
example
Reinforced concrete beam design example is a critical aspect of civil engineering that
combines the principles of mechanics and materials science to create structures that can
support loads effectively. In this article, we will explore the design of a reinforced
concrete beam, illustrating the process through a practical example. We will discuss the
theoretical background, the design process, and provide calculations to ensure the beam
meets safety and serviceability requirements.

Introduction to Reinforced Concrete Beams

Reinforced concrete beams are structural elements designed to support loads and resist
bending and shear forces. The primary purpose of reinforcement is to enhance the tensile
strength of concrete, which is inherently weak in tension. Common materials used for
reinforcement include steel bars (rebar) and welded wire fabric.

The design of reinforced concrete beams involves:

1. Load Analysis: Understanding the loads acting on the beam.
2. Material Properties: Knowing the characteristics of concrete and steel.
3. Design Codes: Following relevant design standards and codes for safety.
4. Structural Analysis: Evaluating the beam's response to applied loads.
5. Detailing: Providing adequate reinforcement detailing to ensure performance.

Design Example: A Simply Supported Reinforced
Concrete Beam

In this example, we will design a simply supported reinforced concrete beam that spans 6
meters and supports a uniformly distributed load.

Step 1: Define the Problem

Given:
- Span length (L) = 6 m
- Uniformly distributed load (w) = 15 kN/m
- Concrete compressive strength (f'c) = 25 MPa
- Yield strength of steel (fy) = 415 MPa

Required:
- Size of the beam (width and depth)



- Amount of steel reinforcement

Step 2: Load Analysis

Calculate the total load acting on the beam:

1. Total Load (W):
\[
W = w \times L
\]
\[
W = 15 \, \text{kN/m} \times 6 \, \text{m} = 90 \, \text{kN}
\]

2. Factored Load (Wu): According to the Limit State Design method, we apply load factors:
\[
Wu = 1.5 \times W = 1.5 \times 90 \, \text{kN} = 135 \, \text{kN}
\]

Step 3: Moment and Shear Calculations

1. Maximum Bending Moment (Mu) for a simply supported beam:
\[
Mu = \frac{wL^2}{8}
\]
\[
Mu = \frac{15 \, \text{kN/m} \times (6 \, \text{m})^2}{8} = \frac{15 \times 36}{8} =
67.5 \, \text{kNm}
\]

2. Maximum Shear Force (Vu):
\[
Vu = \frac{wL}{2}
\]
\[
Vu = \frac{15 \, \text{kN/m} \times 6 \, \text{m}}{2} = 45 \, \text{kN}
\]

Step 4: Selecting Beam Size

To begin, we will assume a beam width (b) and depth (d). A common practice is to use a
depth-to-span ratio. For beams, a depth of \(d = \frac{L}{12}\) is a good starting point.

1. Assumed Depth:
\[



d = \frac{6000 \, \text{mm}}{12} = 500 \, \text{mm}
\]
2. Width: Assume a width (b) of 230 mm, a common size in practice.

Now we need to check if this size is appropriate by calculating the effective depth (d') and
using it in the moment capacity formula.

Step 5: Moment Capacity Calculation

1. Effective Depth (d'): Subtract the cover and half the diameter of the tension
reinforcement bars from the overall depth.
- Assume a cover of 25 mm and use 16 mm diameter bars:
\[
d' = 500 \, \text{mm} - 25 \, \text{mm} - \frac{16 \, \text{mm}}{2} = 500 - 25 - 8 = 467 \,
\text{mm}
\]

2. Calculate the Moment Capacity (Mu):
\[
Mu = 0.138 f'c b d'^2
\]
\[
Mu = 0.138 \times 25 \, \text{MPa} \times 230 \, \text{mm} \times (467 \, \text{mm})^2
\]
\[
Mu = 0.138 \times 25 \times 230 \times 218089 = 0.138 \times 25 \times 230 \times
218089 \times 10^{-6} \, \text{kNm}
\]
\[
Mu = 98.3 \, \text{kNm}
\]

Since 98.3 kNm is greater than 67.5 kNm, the assumed beam size is adequate.

Step 6: Shear Reinforcement

Using the shear force calculated earlier, we now check if the beam requires shear
reinforcement:

1. Calculate Shear Capacity (Vc):
\[
Vc = 0.5 \sqrt{f'c} b d'
\]
\[
Vc = 0.5 \sqrt{25} \times 230 \times 467 = 0.5 \times 5 \times 230 \times 467
\]
\[



Vc = 27.5 \, \text{kN}
\]

2. Check if shear reinforcement is needed:
Since \(Vu = 45 \, \text{kN} > Vc = 27.5 \, \text{kN}\), we need to provide shear
reinforcement.

3. Calculate Required Shear Reinforcement (Av):
Use the following formula:
\[
Av = \frac{Vu - Vc}{\tau_{c}} \cdot s
\]
Where \(s\) is the spacing of the stirrups and \(\tau_{c}\) is the shear strength of the
concrete.

Step 7: Detailing the Reinforcement

1. Main Reinforcement: Use 4 bars of 16 mm diameter as tension reinforcement.
2. Shear Reinforcement: Use stirrups of 10 mm diameter spaced appropriately.

Conclusion

The design of a reinforced concrete beam involves several steps, including load analysis,
moment and shear calculations, and reinforcement detailing. In our example, we
successfully designed a simply supported beam capable of carrying the specified loads.
The overall methodology can be adapted to various scenarios, ensuring that the beam
fulfills both safety and functionality requirements.

By following a systematic approach to reinforced concrete beam design, engineers can
create safe, durable, and efficient structures that meet the demands of modern
construction. Understanding the principles behind each calculation is crucial for the
success of any engineering project.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a reinforced concrete beam in
construction?
Reinforced concrete beams are designed to support loads and resist bending and shear
forces, providing structural integrity in buildings and bridges.



What are the key factors to consider in the design of a
reinforced concrete beam?
Key factors include the span length, load conditions, beam dimensions, material properties
of concrete and steel, and applicable design codes.

What is the significance of the moment of inertia in
beam design?
The moment of inertia is crucial for determining the beam's resistance to bending. A
higher moment of inertia indicates greater stiffness and reduced deflection.

How do you calculate the required reinforcement for a
concrete beam?
Required reinforcement can be calculated using the bending moment and shear force,
along with formulas derived from the design codes, such as ACI or Eurocode.

What is the difference between singly reinforced and
doubly reinforced beams?
Singly reinforced beams have steel reinforcement only at the tension side, while doubly
reinforced beams have reinforcement on both tension and compression sides, allowing for
better performance under extreme loads.

What are common failure modes in reinforced concrete
beams?
Common failure modes include flexural failure, shear failure, and bond failure between the
steel reinforcement and the concrete.

Why is the cover depth important in reinforced concrete
beam design?
Cover depth protects the steel reinforcement from corrosion and fire, ensuring durability
and maintaining the bond between steel and concrete.

What role do design codes play in reinforced concrete
beam design?
Design codes provide guidelines and safety factors to ensure that reinforced concrete
beams are designed to withstand specified loads and environmental conditions.

Can software tools assist in designing reinforced



concrete beams?
Yes, software tools like SAP2000, ETABS, and SAFE can streamline the design process,
allowing for complex calculations and simulations to ensure optimal design.
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