
rei kawakubo and comme des garcons
Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons have become synonymous with avant-garde
fashion, pushing boundaries and redefining the norms of clothing and style. Rei
Kawakubo, the visionary designer behind the Japanese label Comme des Garçons, has
made significant contributions to the fashion industry, particularly in the realm of
conceptual design. This article delves into Kawakubo's life, her design philosophy, the
evolution of Comme des Garçons, and the impact the brand has had on contemporary
fashion.

Rei Kawakubo: The Pioneer of Avant-Garde
Fashion

Rei Kawakubo was born on October 11, 1942, in Tokyo, Japan. She graduated from Keio
University with a degree in Fine Arts and studied textiles at the Bunka Fashion College.
After working in a textile company, Kawakubo launched her own label, Comme des
Garçons, in 1969. The name translates to "like boys" in French, reflecting her desire to
challenge traditional gender norms and explore androgyny in fashion.

Kawakubo's early collections were marked by their unconventional silhouettes,
deconstructed forms, and innovative use of materials. She first gained international
recognition in the early 1980s when she showcased her collections in Paris. Her debut in
Paris fashion week in 1981 was met with both shock and intrigue, as her designs
contrasted sharply with the prevailing trends of the time.

The Design Philosophy of Rei Kawakubo

Rei Kawakubo's design philosophy is rooted in the exploration of concepts rather than
mere aesthetics. She often emphasizes the following principles in her work:

Deconstruction: Kawakubo frequently employs deconstructed elements in her
designs, challenging the conventional notions of garment construction. This
approach leads to unexpected shapes and forms that invite the wearer to engage
with the clothing on a deeper level.

Androgyny: A recurring theme in Kawakubo's work is the blurring of gender lines.
She designs clothing that can be worn by anyone, regardless of gender, encouraging
a more fluid understanding of identity and self-expression.

Conceptualization: Kawakubo's collections often stem from philosophical or artistic
concepts. Each collection tells a story or explores a theme, making her work not just
fashion but a form of art.

Embracing Imperfection: By embracing asymmetry and irregularity in her designs,



Kawakubo challenges the beauty standards often upheld in the fashion industry. This
approach highlights the beauty found in imperfection.

Comme des Garçons: A Brand Beyond Fashion

Comme des Garçons has evolved into a multifaceted brand that transcends traditional
fashion boundaries. The label is known not only for its clothing but also for its
contributions to art, culture, and social commentary.

The Evolution of Comme des Garçons

Since its inception, Comme des Garçons has undergone several transformations:

1. 1980s: The Japanese Invasion - Kawakubo, along with other Japanese designers like
Yohji Yamamoto and Issey Miyake, revolutionized the Paris fashion scene. Their avant-
garde aesthetics introduced a new way of thinking about clothing, characterized by a stark
contrast to the opulence of Western fashion.

2. 1990s: The Rise of the Dover Street Market - In 2004, Kawakubo opened Dover Street
Market, a retail space in London that serves as a concept store and art installation. It
showcases a curated selection of fashion, art, and design, further cementing Kawakubo's
influence in the industry.

3. 2000s: Collaborations and Expansions - Comme des Garçons has collaborated with
numerous brands, including Nike and Converse, pushing the boundaries of streetwear and
high fashion. Additionally, the brand expanded its offerings to include various lines, such
as Comme des Garçons Homme, Comme des Garçons Play, and Comme des Garçons Noir.

4. 2010s and Beyond: Continued Innovation - Kawakubo has continued to innovate,
presenting collections that challenge societal norms and expectations. In 2017, she was
honored with a retrospective at the Costume Institute of The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
titled “Rei Kawakubo/Comme des Garçons: Art of the In-Between,” which highlighted her
impact on both fashion and art.

Key Collections and Notable Designs

Throughout her career, Rei Kawakubo has produced numerous collections that have left
an indelible mark on fashion. Some key collections include:

Spring/Summer 1982: This collection featured black garments that deconstructed1.
traditional silhouettes, earning the title "Lumps and Bumps." It challenged the idea
of beauty in fashion and embraced the avant-garde aesthetic.



Fall/Winter 1997: The “Body Meets Dress, Dress Meets Body” collection explored2.
the relationship between the body and clothing, featuring garments that were both
sculptural and skin-like. This collection questioned the boundaries of fashion and
identity.

Spring/Summer 2016: The “The Future” collection presented a vision of a world3.
where fashion and technology intersect, incorporating digital prints and futuristic
silhouettes.

The Impact of Rei Kawakubo and Comme des
Garçons

Rei Kawakubo and her brand have had a profound influence on the fashion industry and
popular culture.

Redefining Beauty Standards

Kawakubo's work has challenged conventional beauty standards, advocating for
individuality and self-expression. By embracing asymmetry, deconstruction, and
unconventional silhouettes, she has opened space for diverse representations of beauty in
fashion.

Influence on Future Generations

Kawakubo's avant-garde approach has inspired countless designers and artists. Her focus
on concept over commerciality encourages emerging designers to experiment and think
critically about their work. Many contemporary designers cite Kawakubo as a significant
influence in their creative processes.

Cultural Commentary

Comme des Garçons has often been a platform for social and cultural commentary.
Kawakubo's collections frequently respond to societal issues, such as gender identity,
consumerism, and the human condition. This engagement with contemporary topics
elevates fashion to a form of discourse, encouraging dialogue about important issues.

Conclusion



Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons have undeniably reshaped the landscape of
fashion, expanding the definition of what clothing can represent. Through her innovative
designs and willingness to challenge norms, Kawakubo has created a legacy that
continues to inspire and provoke thought within the fashion world. As we move forward,
her influence will undoubtedly continue to resonate, reminding us of the power of
creativity, individuality, and the importance of questioning the status quo.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Rei Kawakubo?
Rei Kawakubo is a Japanese fashion designer and the founder of the avant-garde fashion
label Comme des Garçons, known for her innovative and unconventional designs that
challenge traditional fashion norms.

What is Comme des Garçons known for?
Comme des Garçons is known for its avant-garde aesthetic, deconstructed garments, and
use of unconventional materials. The brand often explores themes of identity, gender, and
the concept of beauty in its collections.

How has Rei Kawakubo influenced the fashion industry?
Rei Kawakubo has influenced the fashion industry by pushing boundaries through her
conceptual designs, promoting the idea of fashion as art, and inspiring a generation of
designers to think outside the box and embrace individuality.

What are some iconic collections from Comme des
Garçons?
Some iconic collections from Comme des Garçons include the 'Lumps and Bumps'
collection from Spring/Summer 1997, which featured bulbous shapes and exaggerated
silhouettes, and the 'Body Meets Dress, Dress Meets Body' collection from Spring/Summer
1997, known for its exploration of the human form.

How does Comme des Garçons approach gender in
fashion?
Comme des Garçons approaches gender in fashion by blurring traditional gender lines,
creating unisex designs, and challenging conventional notions of masculinity and
femininity, often incorporating elements that defy categorization.

What is the significance of the Dover Street Market for
Comme des Garçons?
Dover Street Market, founded by Rei Kawakubo, serves as a retail space that showcases



Comme des Garçons' collections alongside other avant-garde and emerging designers,
creating a unique shopping experience that reflects Kawakubo's vision of fashion as a
dynamic and artistic platform.
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