
reelfoot lake duck hunting guides
Reelfoot Lake Duck Hunting Guides offer an unforgettable experience for both novice and
seasoned hunters alike. Nestled in the heart of Tennessee, Reelfoot Lake is a unique natural wonder,
created by the New Madrid Earthquakes in the early 19th century. It is renowned for its stunning
cypress swamps, abundant wildlife, and, most notably, its excellent duck hunting opportunities. With
the guidance of experienced professionals, hunters can maximize their chances of success while
enjoying the rich natural beauty of the area.

Overview of Reelfoot Lake

Reelfoot Lake covers approximately 15,000 acres and is home to a diverse ecosystem, making it a
prime habitat for various waterfowl species. The lake's shallow waters, dense vegetation, and
abundant food sources create an ideal environment for ducks, attracting both migratory and
resident populations. During the fall and winter months, hunters flock to this area for some of the
best duck hunting in the Southeast.

Geography and Environment

Reelfoot Lake is characterized by its unique geography:

- Cypress Trees: The lake is dotted with ancient cypress trees, which provide excellent cover for
ducks and other wildlife.
- Shallow Waters: Most of the lake is relatively shallow, making it easier for hunters to wade in and
set up decoys.
- Wetlands: Surrounding wetlands offer diverse habitats, including marshes and grasslands that
attract a variety of birds.

Wildlife

In addition to ducks, Reelfoot Lake is home to many other species, including:

- Geese: Canada geese are prevalent in the area, often seen alongside duck populations.
- Shorebirds: Various shorebirds can be observed during the migration seasons.
- Fish: The lake is also known for its fishing opportunities, with species such as crappie, bass, and
catfish.

Types of Ducks at Reelfoot Lake

Reelfoot Lake hosts a variety of duck species, making it an attractive destination for hunters. Some
common ducks found in the area include:



1. Mallards: The most sought-after species, easily recognizable by their vibrant coloring.
2. Wood Ducks: Known for their striking plumage and preference for wooded areas.
3. Northern Pintails: Distinguished by their long necks and slender bodies.
4. Teal: Various species of teal, including the Green-winged and Blue-winged Teal, are abundant in
the marshes.

Choosing a Duck Hunting Guide

Selecting the right duck hunting guide can significantly enhance your experience at Reelfoot Lake.
Here are essential factors to consider:

Experience and Knowledge

- Local Expertise: A guide with extensive knowledge of the local area will know the best hunting
spots, migratory patterns, and optimal hunting techniques.
- Hunting Skills: A good guide should be an experienced hunter capable of providing tips and tricks
to help improve your skills.

Reputation and Reviews

- Testimonials: Look for guides with positive reviews and testimonials from previous clients.
Websites, social media, and hunting forums can provide valuable insights.
- Word of Mouth: Asking fellow hunters for recommendations can help you find a reputable guide.

Licensing and Insurance

- Ensure that your chosen guide has the necessary licenses and insurance to operate legally in the
area. This protects both you and the guide in case of accidents or injuries.

Equipment and Services Provided

When selecting a guide, consider the following:

- Gear: Check if the guide provides essential equipment such as decoys, blinds, and calls.
- Transportation: Some guides offer transportation to and from hunting locations, which can be a
significant advantage.
- Meals and Lodging: Inquire about meal provisions and accommodation options if you're planning
an extended stay.



Best Times for Duck Hunting at Reelfoot Lake

Timing is critical when it comes to duck hunting. Reelfoot Lake has specific seasons that are best for
hunters. Here's a breakdown:

Migration Seasons

- Fall Migration: Typically begins in late October and peaks in November. This is when a large
number of ducks arrive in the area.
- Winter Months: December and January often provide consistent hunting opportunities as ducks
settle in the lake.

Weather Conditions

- Cold Fronts: Duck activity often increases after cold fronts move through, pushing migratory birds
south.
- Foggy Days: Overcast and foggy days can enhance hunting success, as ducks are often more active
and less cautious.

Hunting Regulations and Safety

It's essential to familiarize yourself with the hunting regulations specific to Reelfoot Lake and the
greater state of Tennessee. Here are some key points to consider:

Licenses and Permits

- Hunting License: All hunters must possess a valid Tennessee hunting license.
- Federal Duck Stamp: A federal duck stamp is required for waterfowl hunting.

Bag Limits and Seasons

- Be aware of the specific bag limits for different species and adhere to the hunting seasons to
ensure sustainable hunting practices.

Safety Precautions

- Wear Safety Gear: Life jackets are essential when hunting from boats, and hunters should wear
appropriate clothing to protect against the elements.



- Hunting Etiquette: Respect fellow hunters and the environment by adhering to proper hunting
etiquette, such as not shooting at low-flying birds and maintaining a safe distance from others.

Tips for a Successful Duck Hunt

To increase your chances of a successful hunt, consider the following tips:

1. Scout Locations: Spend time scouting before your hunt to identify the best spots where ducks are
congregating.
2. Use Quality Decoys: Invest in realistic decoys to attract ducks effectively.
3. Practice Calling: Learn how to use duck calls effectively to mimic the sounds of different species.
4. Stay Concealed: Utilize natural cover or camouflage to blend into the environment and avoid
alarming the ducks.
5. Be Patient: Duck hunting often requires patience. Wait quietly for the right moment to make your
shot.

Conclusion

Reelfoot Lake is a premier destination for duck hunting enthusiasts, offering breathtaking scenery,
abundant wildlife, and a rich hunting tradition. By choosing a knowledgeable guide, understanding
the local environment, and following regulations, hunters can enjoy a rewarding and successful
experience. Whether you’re a seasoned pro or a first-time hunter, Reelfoot Lake promises an
adventure that will leave you with lasting memories and a deeper appreciation for the art of duck
hunting.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best times of year for duck hunting at Reelfoot
Lake?
The best times for duck hunting at Reelfoot Lake are typically from late November to early January,
aligning with the migratory patterns of waterfowl.

What species of ducks can be hunted at Reelfoot Lake?
Hunters can expect to see a variety of duck species at Reelfoot Lake, including mallards, wood
ducks, teal, and pintails.

Do I need a license to hunt ducks at Reelfoot Lake?
Yes, hunters must have a valid Tennessee hunting license and a federal duck stamp to hunt ducks at
Reelfoot Lake.



What should I look for in a Reelfoot Lake duck hunting guide?
Look for a guide with extensive local knowledge, years of experience, good reviews, and a strong
safety record.

Are there guided duck hunting tours available at Reelfoot
Lake?
Yes, there are several outfitting companies that offer guided duck hunting tours at Reelfoot Lake.

What is the average cost of hiring a duck hunting guide at
Reelfoot Lake?
The average cost for hiring a duck hunting guide at Reelfoot Lake ranges from $150 to $300 per
person, depending on the package and services offered.

What equipment should I bring for duck hunting at Reelfoot
Lake?
Essential equipment includes a shotgun, ammunition, waders, camouflage clothing, and any personal
hunting gear like calls and decoys.

Can I bring my dog for duck hunting at Reelfoot Lake?
Yes, many hunters bring their trained retrievers for duck hunting, as they can greatly assist in
retrieving birds from the water.

What safety precautions should I take while duck hunting at
Reelfoot Lake?
Always wear a life jacket when on a boat, follow firearm safety rules, be aware of your surroundings,
and communicate clearly with your hunting party.

Is it necessary to reserve a guided duck hunt in advance at
Reelfoot Lake?
Yes, it is highly recommended to reserve your guided duck hunt in advance, especially during peak
hunting seasons, to ensure availability.
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