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Reconstruction and 1876 Crash Course US History 22 is a crucial topic in understanding the complex
post-Civil War era in America. This period, lasting from 1865 to 1877, was marked by significant
political, social, and economic changes as the nation struggled to rebuild and redefine itself after the
devastating conflict. In this article, we will delve into the key aspects of the Reconstruction era, the
events leading up to the 1876 election, and how these historical moments shaped the future of the

United States.

Understanding Reconstruction

The Reconstruction era can be divided into three main phases: Presidential Reconstruction, Radical
Reconstruction, and the end of Reconstruction. Each phase had its unique characteristics and

challenges.

Presidential Reconstruction (1865-1867)

After the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln initiated a lenient approach to reunite the nation and
reintegrate the Southern states. However, after his assassination in 1865, Vice President Andrew

Johnson took over the presidency and continued Lincoln's policies.

Key features of Presidential Reconstruction included:

* Restoration of Southern states with minimal requirements.



¢ Implementation of the Black Codes, which restricted the rights of freed African Americans.

¢ Limited federal intervention in Southern affairs.

Johnson's approach faced significant opposition from Congress, which believed that the Southern
states should face harsher penalties for their rebellion. This growing conflict set the stage for the next

phase of Reconstruction.

Radical Reconstruction (1867-1877)

In 1867, Congress passed the Reconstruction Acts, which aimed to impose stricter terms on Southern
states seeking readmission into the Union. This period is often referred to as Radical Reconstruction
due to the influence of the Radical Republicans in Congress, who advocated for civil rights and

protections for African Americans.

Key elements of Radical Reconstruction included:

¢ Dividing the South into five military districts governed by Union generals.

¢ Mandating the creation of new state constitutions ensuring African American suffrage.

e Passing the 14th and 15th Amendments, which granted citizenship and voting rights to African

Americans.

Despite these efforts, Radical Reconstruction faced fierce resistance from Southern whites. Groups

such as the Ku Klux Klan emerged, using violence and intimidation to undermine the new rights



granted to African Americans.

The 1876 Election: A Turning Point

The climax of the Reconstruction era came with the contentious presidential election of 1876. This
election was marked by widespread controversy and accusations of voter fraud, particularly in key

Southern states.

Candidates and Context

The two main candidates in the 1876 election were:

» Rutherford B. Hayes (Republican): The governor of Ohio, Hayes advocated for the continuation

of Reconstruction policies.

e Samuel J. Tilden (Democrat): The governor of New York, Tilden campaigned on a platform of

reform and was a vocal critic of Reconstruction.

As the election results began to pour in, Tilden won the popular vote and appeared to have a lead in
the Electoral College. However, disputed results in several Southern states led to confusion and

controversy.

The Compromise of 1877

The election was ultimately decided through the Compromise of 1877, a backroom deal that resolved



the dispute over the election results. In exchange for Hayes's presidency, Republicans agreed to

withdraw federal troops from the South, effectively ending Reconstruction.

The key points of the Compromise included:

¢ Hayes would be declared the winner of the election.
¢ Federal troops would be removed from Southern states.

¢ Southern Democrats would be granted political power in the region.

This compromise had significant repercussions for the future of civil rights in America. With the
withdrawal of federal protection, Southern states swiftly enacted Jim Crow laws, institutionalizing racial

segregation and disenfranchising African Americans.

Impact of Reconstruction and the 1876 Election

The Reconstruction era and the events surrounding the 1876 election had lasting effects on American

society and politics.

Short-Term Consequences

In the immediate aftermath of Reconstruction, the following occurred:

¢ Many African Americans lost the rights and protections they had gained during Radical



Reconstruction.

¢ The rise of white supremacist groups, such as the KKK, increased violence and intimidation

against African Americans.

¢ The political power of Southern Democrats was re-established, leading to a resurgence of

conservative policies.

Long-Term Consequences

The long-term impacts of this era are still felt today:

¢ The systemic inequalities established during this time laid the groundwork for ongoing racial

tensions in the United States.

e The struggle for civil rights continued into the 20th century, culminating in the Civil Rights

Movement of the 1960s.

* The failure of Reconstruction to achieve true equality resulted in a legacy of disenfranchisement

that would take generations to address.

Conclusion

Reconstruction and 1876 Crash Course US History 22 encapsulates a pivotal moment in American

history that not only sought to heal a divided nation but also set the stage for future struggles over civil



rights and equality. The policies and decisions made during this era had profound implications for the
trajectory of the United States, shaping the social, political, and economic landscape for years to
come. Understanding this complex period is essential for grasping the ongoing challenges related to

race and equality in America.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main goals of the Reconstruction era after the Civil

War?

The main goals of the Reconstruction era were to rebuild the South, integrate formerly enslaved
people into society as citizens with rights, and restore the Union. This included implementing new laws

and amendments to protect civil rights.

What was the significance of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments
during Reconstruction?

The 13th Amendment abolished slavery, the 14th Amendment granted citizenship and equal protection
under the law to all people born or naturalized in the U.S., and the 15th Amendment prohibited
denying the right to vote based on race or color, which were all significant steps toward ensuring civil

rights for African Americans.

What led to the end of Reconstruction in 18779

The end of Reconstruction in 1877 was largely due to the Compromise of 1877, which resolved the
disputed 1876 presidential election by withdrawing federal troops from the South, effectively ending

federal enforcement of Reconstruction policies and leading to the establishment of Jim Crow laws.



What was the economic impact of the 1876 crash on the United

States?

The 1876 crash, part of the broader economic downturn known as the Long Depression, led to
widespread bank failures, a collapse in the stock market, and increased unemployment, which

significantly affected the U.S. economy and contributed to social unrest.

How did the Reconstruction Act of 1867 reshape Southern
governance?

The Reconstruction Act of 1867 divided the South into five military districts governed by Union
generals, required states to create new constitutions guaranteeing black male suffrage, and mandated

the ratification of the 14th Amendment before rejoining the Union.

What role did African Americans play in politics during
Reconstruction?

During Reconstruction, many African Americans engaged in politics, with some being elected to public
office, including Congress. They advocated for civil rights and helped shape legislation aimed at

improving their communities and protecting their rights.

What were the long-term effects of the Reconstruction era on
American society?

The long-term effects of the Reconstruction era included the establishment of civil rights laws,
significant but incomplete progress toward racial equality, and the entrenchment of systemic racism

and segregation in the South, leading to a century-long struggle for civil rights.
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