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Reasonable Faith William Lane Craig is a prominent figure in contemporary
Christian philosophy and apologetics. His work has significantly shaped the
discourse surrounding the rationality of faith, the existence of God, and the
historicity of the resurrection of Jesus. Craig's articulate defense of the
Christian worldview has made him a respected scholar among both believers and
skeptics. This article explores his contributions to philosophy and theology,
his arguments for the existence of God, and his impact on the field of
apologetics.

Background and Education

William Lane Craig was born on July 23, 1949, in Peoria, Illinois. He
demonstrated an early interest in philosophy and theology, which led him to
pursue higher education in these fields. Craig earned his Bachelor of Arts in
Philosophy from Wheaton College in 1971. He then went on to obtain a Master
of Arts in Philosophy from the University of Maryland in 1974. His academic
journey culminated in a Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University of Birmingham
in England in 1984, where he studied under the guidance of the noted
philosopher Peter van Inwagen.

Philosophical Contributions

William Lane Craig is best known for his work in the philosophy of religion,
particularly his arguments for the existence of God. His scholarship covers
various topics, including metaphysics, epistemology, and the philosophy of
time.

The Kalam Cosmological Argument

One of Craig's most famous contributions is the Kalam Cosmological Argument,
which he has popularized in modern discussions. This argument asserts:

1. Whatever begins to exist has a cause.
2. The universe began to exist.
3. Therefore, the universe has a cause.

Craig argues that this cause must be timeless, spaceless, and immaterial, as
it created the universe ex nihilo (out of nothing). He further posits that
this cause is best understood as God. The appeal of the Kalam argument lies
in its combination of philosophical reasoning and scientific evidence,
particularly from cosmology that suggests the universe had a beginning.



The Moral Argument

In addition to the Kalam argument, Craig has also articulated the Moral
Argument for God’'s existence, which can be summarized as follows:

1. If God does not exist, objective moral values do not exist.
2. Objective moral values do exist.
3. Therefore, God exists.

This argument contends that the existence of objective moral values—those
that are binding and universal-necessitates a transcendent source. Craig
argues against moral relativism by demonstrating that moral principles are
not merely social constructs but are grounded in the nature of God.

Apologetics and Public Engagement

Craig's contributions extend beyond academic philosophy; he is a prominent
figure in Christian apologetics. His engaging speaking style and rigorous
arguments have made him a sought-after debater and speaker, often appearing
in public forums, universities, and on television.

Debates and Dialogues

Over the years, Craig has participated in numerous high-profile debates with
atheists, agnostics, and skeptics. Some notable debates include:

- Christopher Hitchens: In a debate titled “Does God Exist?” held in 2009,
Craig defended theism against Hitchens’ atheistic arguments.

- Richard Dawkins: Craig debated Dawkins in 2011, addressing points from
Dawkins’ book "The God Delusion.”

- Sam Harris: Craig engaged Harris in a debate concerning the morality of
religious belief.

Through these debates, Craig has demonstrated an ability to articulate
complex philosophical concepts in a manner accessible to general audiences,
helping to bridge the gap between scholarly discourse and public
understanding.

Reasonable Faith: The Organization

In addition to his academic pursuits, Craig founded the organization
"Reasonable Faith" in 2008. The organization aims to provide resources and
support for Christians engaged in apologetics. Key features of Reasonable
Faith include:



- Educational Resources: The organization offers articles, podcasts, and
videos that explore philosophical and theological topics.

- Lectures and Seminars: Craig frequently conducts lectures and seminars
aimed at equipping individuals with the tools to defend their faith
rationally.

- Online Community: The Reasonable Faith website includes forums for
discussion and Q&A, fostering a community of believers and skeptics alike.

The organization has been instrumental in promoting a culture of thoughtful
engagement with questions of faith and reason.

Books and Publications

William Lane Craig is an accomplished author, having written numerous books
and articles that delve into various aspects of philosophy, theology, and
apologetics. Some of his most significant works include:

1. "Reasonable Faith": This book serves as an introduction to Christian
apologetics, outlining Craig’s key arguments for the existence of God and the
credibility of the Christian faith.

2. "On Guard": Aimed at lay readers, this book equips Christians with the
knowledge and skills necessary to defend their beliefs in everyday
conversations.

3. "The Kalam Cosmological Argument": In this work, Craig presents a
comprehensive exploration of the Kalam argument, addressing critiques and
elaborating on its implications.

4. "God, Time, and Eternity": This academic text examines the philosophical
implications of time in relation to God.

Craig's publications reflect his commitment to making complex philosophical
ideas accessible to a broader audience while maintaining rigorous scholarly
standards.

Impact and Legacy

William Lane Craig's influence in the field of apologetics is profound. He
has inspired a new generation of Christian apologists and philosophers to
engage with contemporary challenges to faith. His work promotes the idea that
belief in God is not only rational but also intellectually fulfilling.

Critiques and Responses

While Craig's contributions have been widely recognized, he has also faced
criticism from various quarters, including:



- Philosophers: Some argue that his arguments, particularly the Kalam, may
not sufficiently address objections raised by contemporary philosophy.

- Theologians: Certain theologians have critiqued his emphasis on
philosophical arguments over experiential or relational aspects of faith.

In response, Craig often engages with his critics through academic
publications and debates, maintaining a stance that philosophy and faith are
not mutually exclusive but can enrich one another.

Conclusion

William Lane Craig’s work exemplifies the intersection of faith and reason,
providing robust arguments for the existence of God and the validity of the
Christian faith. Through his philosophical inquiries, public debates, and the
establishment of Reasonable Faith, Craig has made a lasting impact on the
landscape of modern apologetics. His legacy is one of intellectual rigor and
a commitment to engaging with the pressing questions of existence, morality,
and faith, encouraging believers to think deeply and critically about their
convictions. As he continues to contribute to the dialogue between faith and
reason, Craig remains a central figure in contemporary discussions
surrounding the rationality of belief in God.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central thesis of William Lane Craig's
book 'Reasonable Faith'?

The central thesis of 'Reasonable Faith' is that belief in God is rational
and can be supported by philosophical arguments and evidence, particularly
focusing on the existence of God, the resurrection of Jesus, and the
coherence of Christian doctrine.

What are some key arguments presented by Craig in
'Reasonable Faith'?

Craig presents several key arguments, including the Kalam Cosmological
Argument for the existence of God, the Moral Argument, and the Historicity of
the resurrection of Jesus, all aimed at demonstrating the rationality of the
Christian faith.

How does William Lane Craig address doubts about
Christianity in 'Reasonable Faith'?

Craig addresses doubts by providing philosophical and historical evidence
that supports Christian claims, encouraging readers to engage with objections



critically and emphasizing the rationality of faith.

What is the Kalam Cosmological Argument as discussed
in 'Reasonable Faith'?

The Kalam Cosmological Argument posits that everything that begins to exist
has a cause, the universe began to exist, therefore the universe has a cause,
which Craig identifies as God.

How does Craig respond to the problem of evil in
'Reasonable Faith'?

Craig responds to the problem of evil by arguing that God has morally
sufficient reasons for allowing evil and that the existence of free will is a
significant factor in understanding why evil exists.

What is the significance of the resurrection of
Jesus in Craig's arguments?

In 'Reasonable Faith', Craig argues that the resurrection of Jesus is a
historical event that provides strong evidence for the truth of Christianity,
asserting that it is a pivotal element for validating Christian claims.

Does 'Reasonable Faith' engage with contemporary
atheistic arguments?

Yes, 'Reasonable Faith' engages with contemporary atheistic arguments,
addressing critiques from prominent atheists and providing counterarguments
to defend the rationality of theism.

What audience is 'Reasonable Faith' intended for?

The book is intended for a broad audience, including students, laypersons,
and those engaged in apologetics, aiming to equip them with tools to defend
their faith rationally.

How does Craig differentiate between faith and
reason in 'Reasonable Faith'?

Craig emphasizes that faith is not blind but is based on reason and evidence,
asserting that a rational faith is both reasonable and defensible in light of
philosophical inquiry.

What impact has 'Reasonable Faith' had on the field



of Christian apologetics?

'Reasonable Faith' has significantly influenced the field of Christian
apologetics by providing a comprehensive framework for understanding and
defending the Christian faith, inspiring both scholars and laypeople to
engage with philosophical and theological issues.
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