REAL THANKSGIVING HISTORY MASSACRE

REAL THANKSGIVING HISTORY MASSACRE IS A TERM THAT EVOKES A COMPLEX AND OFTEN PAINFUL NARRATIVE WOVEN INTO
THE FABRIC OF AMERICAN HISTORY. W/HILE MANY AMERICANS CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING AS A TIME OF GRATITUDE, FAMILY
GATHERINGS, AND FEASTING, IT IS CRUCIAL TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE DARKER ELEMENTS OF THIS HOLIDAY'S HISTORY. THE EVENTS
SURROUNDING THE EARLY INTERACTIONS BETWEEN EUROPEAN SETTLERS AND NATIVE AMERICANS WERE MARKED BY VIOLENCE,
MISUNDERSTANDING, AND ULTIMATELY, TRAGEDY. THIS ARTICLE SEEKS TO EXPLORE THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF
THANKSGIVING, EXAMINING THE IMPLICATIONS OF COLONIALISM AND THE OFTEN-OVERLOOKED NARRATIVES OF INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES.

ORIGINS OF THANKSGIVING

THANKSGIVING IS COMMONLY THOUGHT TO HAVE ORIGINATED IN 162 T WHEN THE PILGRIMS AND THE W/ AMPANOAG PEOPLE
SHARED A HARVEST MEAL. HOWEVER, THIS NARRATIVE SIMPLIFIES A MUCH MORE COMPLICATED RELATIONSHIP.

THE PILGRIMS’ JOURNEY

IN 1620, A GROUP OF ENGLISH PURITANS, KNOWN AS THE PILGRIMS, SET SAIL ON THE MAYFLOWER SEEKING RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM. THEIR JOURNEY TOOK THEM TO THE SHORES OF WHAT IS NOW MASSACHUSETTS. THE PILGRIMS FACED A HARSH
WINTER, LEADING TO THE DEATH OF NEARLY HALF OF THEIR ORIGINAL GROUP.

INTERACTION WITH NATIVE AMERICANS

UPON THEIR ARRIVAL, THE PILGRIMS ENCOUNTERED THE W/ AMPANOAG TRIBE, WHO HAD BEEN LIVING IN THE REGION FOR
THOUSANDS OF YEARS. THE \X/AMPANOAG, LED BY CHIEF MASSASOIT, INITIALLY HELPED THE PILGRIMS BY TEACHING THEM
ESSENTIAL AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES AND PROVIDING THEM WITH FOOD. THE FAMOUS 162 1 HARVEST MEAL IS OFTEN
PRESENTED AS A MOMENT OF PEACE AND COOPERATION. HO\X/EVER, THIS EVENT WAS MERELY ONE OF MANY COMPLEX
INTERACTIONS THAT WOULD FOLLOW.

THe ReaLiTY oF COLONIAL IMPACT

THE ARRIVAL OF EUROPEAN SETTLERS MARKED THE BEGINNING OF SIGNIFICANT CHANGES FOR INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS, OFTEN
RESULTING IN VIOLENCE AND DISPLACEMENT.

LAND DISPOSSESSION

W/ ITH THE ARRIVAL OF EUROPEANS, THE CONCEPT OF LAND OWNERSHIP RADICALLY CHANGED. NATIVE AMERICANS HAD A
COMMUNAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LAND, VIEWING IT AS SACRED AND INTEGRAL TO THEIR IDENTITY. THE SETTLERS, HOWEVER,
BROUGHT WITH THEM A EUROCENTRIC VIEW THAT PRIORITIZED INDIVIDUAL LAND OWNERSHIP, LEADING TO:

1. LAND TREATIES: MANY TREATIES WERE SIGNED UNDER DURESS OR MISUNDERSTANDING, LEADING TO THE LOSS OF VAST
TERRITORIES.

2. DiSPLACEMENT: NATIVE GROUPS WERE OFTEN FORCIBLY REMOVED FROM THEIR ANCESTRAL LANDS TO MAKE WAY FOR
SETTLERS.

3. CULTURAL ERASURE: THE IMPOSITION OF EUROPEAN VALUES LED TO THE EROSION OF INDIGENOUS CULTURES AND
TRADITIONS.



VIOLENCE AND \W ARFARE

THE PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE BETWEEN NATIVE AMERICANS AND SETTLERS WAS SHORT-LIVED. THE EXPANSION OF COLONIAL
SETTLEMENTS LED TO INCREASING TENSIONS AND VIOLENT CONFRONTATIONS.

- PeQuUoT WAR (1636-1638): ONE OF THE EARLIEST CONFLICTS, THE PEQUOT W/ AR RESULTED IN THE NEAR DESTRUCTION
OF THE PEQUOT TRIBE.

- KING PHILIP'S W AR (1675-1678): THIS CONFLICT, LED BY MeTACOM (KING PHILIP), WAS ONE OF THE BLOODIEST WARS IN
AMERICAN HISTORY, RESULTING IN THE DEATHS OF THOUSANDS, BOTH NATIVE AND SETTLER.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF THESE CONFLICTS WERE DEVASTATING, LEADING TO LOSS OF LIFE, CULTURE, AND LAND FOR MANY
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES.

THE THANKSGIVING NARRATIVE AND |TS CONSEQUENCES

THE NARRATIVE SURROUNDING THANKSGIVING HAS BEEN MOLDED OVER CENTURIES, OFTEN OMITTING THE DARKER ASPECTS OF
COLONIALISM AND ITS IMPACT ON NATIVE AMERICANS.

MYTH vs. REALITY

THE TRADITIONAL THANKSGIVING NARRATIVE PRESENTS A MYTHOLOGIZED VERSION OF EVENTS THAT EMPHASIZES HARMONY AND
FRIENDSHIP. HO\X/EVER/ THE REALITY IS MUCH MORE COMPLEX:

1. SELECTIVE MEMORY: THE FOCUS ON THE 162 1 FEAST OFTEN OVERLOOKS THE SUBSEQUENT VIOLENCE AND DISPOSSESSION
THAT NATIVE AMERICANS FACED.

2. CULTURAL MISUNDERSTANDING: THE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN THE PILGRIMS AND THE W/ AMPANOAG WERE OFTEN MARRED BY
MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND CULTURAL DIFFERENCES.

3. RoMANTICIZATION OF COLONIALISM: THE HOLIDAY HAS BEEN USED TO ROMANTICIZE THE COLONIAL EXPERIENCE,
OVERSHADOWING THE SUFFERING OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES.

MODERN REPERCUSSIONS

THE LEGACY OF THESE HISTORICAL EVENTS CONTINUES TO AFFECT NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITIES TODAY. ISSUES SUCH AS
LAND RIGHTS, CULTURAL PRESERVATION, AND RECOGNITION OF HISTORICAL INJUSTICES REMAIN PERTINENT.

- LAND RIGHTS: MANY NATIVE TRIBES CONTINUE TO FIGHT FOR RECOGNITION OF THEIR LAND RIGHTS AND SOVEREIGNTY.

- CULTURAL PRESERVATION: EFFORTS ARE UNDERWAY TO REVIVE AND MAINTAIN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES, TRADITIONS, AND
PRACTICES THAT COLONIALISM SOUGHT TO ERASE.

- RECOGNITION AND EDUCATION: MANY ACTIVISTS AND EDUCATORS ARE WORKING TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE TRUE
HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING AND ADVOCATE FOR A MORE INCLUSIVE NARRATIVE.

INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVES ON THANKSGIVING

AS AWARENESS OF THE TRUE HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING GROWS, MANY INDIGENOUS PEOPLES HAVE BEGUN TO RECLAIM THE
NARRATIVE AND SHARE THEIR PERSPECTIVES.



NATIONAL DAY OF MOURNING

IN 1970, INDIGENOUS ACTIVISTS BEGAN OBSERVING A NATIONAL DAY OF MOURNING ON THANKSGIVING DAY. THIS EVENT IS
HELD AT CoLES HiLL IN PLYMOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS, TO HONOR THE ANCESTORS AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE STRUGGLES FACED
BY NATIVE PEOPLES. PARTICIPANTS ENGAGE IN:

- RITUALS OF REMEMBRANCE: CEREMONIES THAT PAY TRIBUTE TO THE LIVES LOST AND CULTURES ERASED.
- EbpucATIONAL OUTREACH: SHARING THE NATIVE PERSPECTIVE ON HISTORY AND THE ONGOING EFFECTS OF COLONIZATION.

CALLs For CHANGE

MANY INDIGENOUS VOICES ADVOCATE FOR A RETHINKING OF THANKSGIVING, URGING PEOPLE TO REFLECT ON THE HISTORY OF
COLONIALISM AND THE ONGOING STRUGGLES OF NATIVE PEOPLES. SOME SUGGESTIONS INCLUDE:

- EDUCATE YOURSELF: LEARNING ABOUT THE TRUE HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING AND THE IMPACT OF COLONIALISM ON
INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES.

- SUPPORT INDIGENOUS RIGHTS: ENGAGE WITH AND SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS THAT ADVOCATE FOR NATIVE AMERICAN RIGHTS
AND SOVEREIGNTY.

- RerRAME YoUR CELEBRATION: CONSIDER ACKNOWLEDGING THE HISTORY OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DURING T HANKSGIVING
CELEBRATIONS, PERHAPS BY INCORPORATING DISCUSSIONS ON THEIR HISTORY AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

CoNCLUSION

THE REAL THANKSGIVING HISTORY MASSACRE ENCAPSULATES THE CONFLICT, VIOLENCE, AND DISPLACEMENT THAT ARE OFTEN
OVERLOOKED IN THE MAINSTREAM NARRATIVE OF THE HOLIDAY. ACKNOWLEDGING THIS HISTORY IS ESSENTIAL FOR FOSTERING
UNDERSTANDING AND RECONCILIATION. BY RECOGNIZING THE COMPLEXITIES OF THESE HISTORICAL INTERACTIONS, WE CAN CREATE
A MORE INCLUSIVE NARRATIVE THAT HONORS BOTH THE STRUGGLES AND RESILIENCE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES WHILE FOSTERING A
DEEPER SENSE OF GRATITUDE FOR THE LAND AND ITS ORIGINAL INHABITANTS. AS THANKSGIVING APPROACHES, IT IS VITAL TO
REFLECT ON THE PAST AND CONSIDER HOW WE CAN ENGAGE WITH THESE HISTORIES IN A MEANINGFUL WAY, PROMOTING HEALING
AND UNDERSTANDING FOR ALL COMMUNITIES.

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

\WHAT HISTORICAL EVENT IS OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE ‘' THANKSGIVING MASSACRE'?

THE "THANKSGIVING MASSACRE’ TYPICALLY REFERS TO THE PEQUOT W AR IN 1637, WHERE ENGLISH COLONISTS AND THEIR
NATIVE ALLIES ATTACKED THE PEQUOT TRIBE IN CONNECTICUT, RESULTING IN A SIGNIFICANT LOSS OF LIFE AMONG THE NATIVE
PEOPLE.

How DO MODERN INTERPRETATIONS OF THANKSGIVING ACKNOWLEDGE THE MASSACRE
oF NATIVE AMERICANS?

MODERN INTERPRETATIONS OFTEN EMPHASIZE THE NEED TO RECOGNIZE THE VIOLENCE AND DISPLACEMENT FACED BY NATIVE
AMERICANS DURING COLONIAL TIMES, URGING FOR A MORE INCLUSIVE NARRATIVE THAT HONORS INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVES.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NATIONAL DAY OF MOURNING IN RELATION TO
THANKSGIVING?

THe NATIONAL DAY OF MOURNING, OBSERVED ON THANKSGIVING DAY, SERVES AS A PROTEST AGAINST THE CELEBRATION OF



THANKSGIVING BY HIGHLIGHTING THE SUFFERING AND INJUSTICES FACED BY NATIVE AMERICANS DUE TO COLONIZATION AND
HISTORICAL EVENTS LIKE THE PEQUOT W AR.

\WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO DISCUSS THE ' THANKSGIVING MASSACRE’ IN EDUCATIONAL
SETTINGS?

DISCUSSING THE ' THANKSGIVING MASSACRE’ IS IMPORTANT TO PROVIDE A MORE ACCURATE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, FOSTER
UNDERSTANDING OF INDIGENOUS EXPERIENCES, AND CHALLENGE THE MYTHS SURROUNDING THE TRADITIONAL THANKSGIVING
NARRATIVE.

\WHAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR LEARNING ABOUT THE TRUE HISTORY OF
THANKSGIVING AND THE ASSOCIATED MASSACRES?

RESOURCES INCLUDE BOOKS LIKE “AN INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES' BY ROXANNE DUNBAR-ORTIZ,
DOCUMENTARIES, AND EDUCATIONAL WEBSITES DEDICATED TO INDIGENOUS HISTORY THAT PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE INSIGHTS
INTO THE EVENTS SURROUNDING THANKSGIVING.
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