rain by w somerset maugham

rain by w somerset maugham is a compelling short story that explores themes
of human nature, morality, and the impact of societal pressures. Written by
the renowned British author W. Somerset Maugham, this narrative delves into
the psychological conflicts between characters stranded on a remote island
during a relentless rainstorm. The story’s vivid setting, complex characters,
and dramatic tension make it a significant work in early 20th-century
literature. This article provides an in-depth analysis of rain by w somerset
maugham, covering its plot, characters, themes, literary style, and its place
in literary history. Readers will gain a thorough understanding of the
story’s nuances and the reasons behind its lasting influence in literary
circles.
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Overview and Plot Summary

Rain by W. Somerset Maugham is set on the island of Tutuila, in the South
Pacific, where a group of travelers is stranded due to a continuous downpour.
The narrative centers around the interactions among these characters,
particularly focusing on the moral and psychological struggles that arise
during their confinement. The plot unfolds primarily through dialogues and
the escalating conflict between the characters, notably the missionary Mr.
Davidson and the woman named Sadie Thompson.

Setting and Initial Situation

The story takes place in a tropical environment marked by oppressive rain,
which serves as both a literal and metaphorical backdrop. The island's
setting emphasizes isolation and entrapment, intensifying the characters'
emotional and psychological tensions. The rainstorm forces the passengers to
remain on the island longer than expected, creating a pressure cooker
atmosphere that drives the narrative forward.



Plot Development and Climax

The central conflict arises when Mr. Davidson, a strict missionary, attempts
to reform Sadie Thompson, a woman with a questionable past. His moral
zealotry clashes with Sadie's spirited independence, resulting in intense
confrontations. The story reaches its climax as Davidson's obsession with
saving Sadie's soul leads to tragic consequences, highlighting the dangers of
fanaticism and repression.

Main Characters and Character Analysis

The characters in rain by W. Somerset Maugham are vividly drawn, each
representing different facets of human nature and societal norms. Their
interactions and development drive the story's psychological depth and
thematic complexity.

Sadie Thompson

Sadie Thompson is portrayed as a free-spirited and strong-willed woman who
challenges the conservative values represented by other characters. Her
background as a woman with a disreputable past is central to the story’s
exploration of morality and judgment. Sadie embodies themes of freedom,
resilience, and the consequences of societal condemnation.

Mr. Davidson

Mr. Davidson is a zealous missionary whose rigid moral code and self-
righteousness lead to the story’s tension. His character symbolizes religious
fanaticism and the dangers of imposing moral standards on others. Davidson’s
internal conflicts and ultimate downfall underscore the complexities of human
nature when driven by fanatic beliefs.

Supporting Characters

Other travelers on the island serve as secondary characters who reflect

various social attitudes and contribute to the story’s atmosphere. Their
presence helps to highlight the central conflict and provides a broader

social context for the moral debates taking place.

Themes and Symbolism

Rain by W. Somerset Maugham is rich with themes and symbolism that deepen its
narrative impact. The story uses these elements to critique social norms and
explore the darker aspects of human psychology.



Conflict Between Morality and Freedom

A central theme is the clash between individual freedom and societal
morality. Sadie’s desire for autonomy conflicts with Davidson’s strict
moralism, representing a broader debate on personal liberty versus social
control. This tension drives much of the story’s drama and raises questions
about judgment and compassion.

Religious Fanaticism

The story critiques religious extremism through the portrayal of Mr.
Davidson. His fanaticism is shown to be destructive, leading to repression
and tragedy rather than salvation. This theme underscores the dangers of
imposing rigid beliefs without empathy or understanding.

Symbolism of Rain

The incessant rain serves as a powerful symbol throughout the story. It
represents both physical confinement and emotional turmoil. The rain’s
persistence mirrors the characters’ inescapable struggles and the oppressive
atmosphere that heightens the narrative tension.

List of Key Themes in Rain by W. Somerset Maugham

Morality versus personal freedom

Religious zeal and its consequences

Isolation and psychological pressure

Judgment and redemption

The duality of human nature

Literary Style and Techniques

W. Somerset Maugham employs a distinctive literary style in rain that
enhances the story’s psychological depth and thematic resonance. His
techniques contribute significantly to the story’s enduring appeal.



Narrative Perspective

The story is narrated in the third person, providing a balanced view of the
characters’ actions and motivations. This perspective allows readers to
understand the complexities of each individual and the moral ambiguities
presented.

Use of Dialogue

Dialogue plays a crucial role in revealing character traits and advancing the
plot. The exchanges between Sadie and Mr. Davidson are particularly
significant, as they expose the underlying conflicts and philosophical
debates central to the story.

Symbolic Imagery

Maugham uses vivid imagery, especially related to the tropical setting and
the relentless rain, to evoke mood and symbolize internal states of the
characters. This imagery deepens the narrative’s emotional impact and
highlights the thematic concerns.

Concise and Effective Prose

The prose in rain is economical yet powerful, reflecting Maugham’s mastery of
storytelling. The concise descriptions and sharp dialogue maintain a brisk
narrative pace while allowing for rich thematic exploration.

Historical Context and Reception

Understanding the historical and cultural context in which rain by W.
Somerset Maugham was written enhances appreciation of its themes and

significance. The story reflects early 20th-century attitudes and the
author’s observations of colonial life and morality.

Early 20th-Century Colonial Setting

The story is set during a period of Western colonial expansion, and the
island’s remote location highlights themes of cultural clash and imperial
influence. Maugham’s depiction of the South Pacific and its inhabitants is
informed by his extensive travels and observations.



Reception and Literary Legacy

Since its publication, rain has been recognized as one of Maugham’s most
powerful short stories. Its exploration of morality, human psychology, and
societal constraints continues to resonate with readers and scholars alike.
The story has been adapted into various films and stage productions,
attesting to its lasting cultural impact.

Influence on Later Works

Rain’s themes and narrative techniques have influenced numerous writers and
artists, particularly in the genre of psychological drama. Its critical
stance on fanaticism and moral rigidity remains relevant in contemporary
discussions of ethics and personal freedom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Rain' by W. Somerset
Maugham?

The central theme of 'Rain' is the conflict between repression and desire,
highlighting the struggle between moral rigidity and human impulses.

How does W. Somerset Maugham use the setting in
'Rain' to enhance the story?

Maugham uses the isolated South Pacific island setting and the relentless
rain to create a tense, oppressive atmosphere that mirrors the internal
conflicts of the characters.

Who are the main characters in 'Rain' and what do
they represent?

The main characters are Reverend Davidson, representing religious zealotry
and moral judgment, and Sadie Thompson, symbolizing freedom, rebellion, and
human frailty.

What is the significance of the rain in the story
'Rain'?

The rain symbolizes both physical and psychological torment, serving as a
catalyst for the events and intensifying the characters' emotional struggles.



How does 'Rain' critique colonial and missionary
attitudes?

The story critiques colonial and missionary attitudes by exposing the
hypocrisy and harshness of Reverend Davidson's moral absolutism and the
impact of imposing rigid values on diverse cultures.

Additional Resources

1. Rain by W. Somerset Maugham

This is the original short story that inspired many adaptations and related
works. Set in a remote South Pacific island, it explores the clash between
morality and desire through the interactions of travelers stranded by a
storm. The character of Sadie Thompson, a spirited woman with a complicated
past, is central to the narrative. Maugham's vivid descriptions and
psychological insight make this a compelling read about human nature and
judgment.

2. Sadie Thompson by W. Somerset Maugham

A novella closely related to "Rain," focusing specifically on the character
Sadie Thompson. It delves deeper into her background and struggles,
portraying her resilience and defiance in the face of societal condemnation.
This work expands on the themes of redemption and hypocrisy introduced in
"Rain."

3. The Moon and Sixpence by W. Somerset Maugham

While not directly about rain, this novel shares Maugham's exploration of
human passions and moral complexities. Inspired by the life of artist Paul
Gauguin, it examines the pursuit of beauty and the sacrifices made in its
name. The tropical settings and dramatic emotional landscapes echo the
atmospheric tension found in "Rain."

4. Of Human Bondage by W. Somerset Maugham

A semi-autobiographical novel that, like "Rain," probes deep into the human
psyche and the struggles of personal freedom. The protagonist's journey
through love, pain, and self-discovery parallels the intense character study
found in "Rain." The novel'’s rich characterizations and emotional depth make
it a significant complement to Maugham’s shorter works.

5. The Painted Veil by W. Somerset Maugham

Set in a remote and rainy region of China, this novel explores themes of
betrayal, redemption, and the complexity of human relationships. The
atmospheric setting and the protagonist's emotional journey bear similarities
to the mood and themes in "Rain." Maugham'’s portrayal of personal
transformation is both poignant and compelling.

6. The Letter by W. Somerset Maugham
A dramatic short story involving love, deceit, and moral ambiguity, much like
"Rain." Set in the tropics, it features a strong female protagonist caught in



a tense situation that challenges societal norms. The story’s suspenseful
plot and psychological depth complement the themes Maugham explores in
"Rain."

7. Creatures of Circumstance by W. Somerset Maugham

This collection of short stories includes tales set in exotic locations with
complex characters facing moral dilemmas. Like "Rain," these stories reveal
Maugham’s keen observation of human nature under pressure. The themes of
fate, choice, and consequence run strongly throughout the collection.

8. Christmas Holiday by W. Somerset Maugham

A novella that, while centered around a holiday setting, shares the intense
emotional exploration found in "Rain." It tells the story of a woman seeking
escape and redemption, themes that resonate with Sadie Thompson’s narrative.
Maugham’s skillful storytelling and psychological insight shine through in
this work.

9. The Summing Up by W. Somerset Maugham

An autobiographical work where Maugham reflects on his life, career, and
views on human nature. Though not a fictional story like "Rain," it provides
valuable context for understanding his themes and literary style. Readers
interested in the background of "Rain" and Maugham’s creative process will
find this an enlightening read.
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