
raiders draft picks history
raiders draft picks history represents a significant aspect of the franchise’s development and
success in the National Football League (NFL). Since the team's inception in 1960, the Raiders have
made numerous draft selections that have shaped the identity and competitive stature of the
organization. Understanding the evolution of the Raiders draft picks history reveals patterns of
strategic decision-making, the impact of key players on and off the field, and the franchise’s approach
to building a winning roster. This article delves into the Raiders’ draft history, highlighting landmark
selections, notable successes, and occasional missteps. Additionally, it explores the influence of
different general managers and coaches on draft strategies over the decades. From early AFL days to
the modern NFL era, the Raiders draft picks history reflects a dynamic narrative of talent acquisition
and adaptation. The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview of the Raiders’ draft
journey, including key eras, standout players, and draft philosophies.
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Early Years and AFL Draft Impact
The foundation of the Raiders draft picks history began in the early 1960s when the team was part of
the American Football League (AFL). The Raiders joined the AFL in 1960, and their initial draft choices
were crucial in establishing the franchise’s competitiveness. The AFL draft was a separate entity from
the NFL draft until the merger agreement in 1966, which significantly affected the Raiders' draft
process.

During this period, the Raiders targeted raw talent and often took chances on players overlooked by
NFL teams. The AFL’s willingness to compete for talent led to some aggressive selections that helped
build a strong team identity.

Key Draft Picks in the AFL Era
Some of the notable Raiders draft picks during the AFL period included players who would later
become foundational to the team’s success. These early draft choices set the stage for the Raiders’
reputation as a tough, hard-nosed team.

Jim Otto (1960, Center) – A cornerstone of the Raiders’ offensive line and eventual Hall of



Famer.

Gene Upshaw (1967, Guard) – Another Hall of Fame inductee who anchored the Raiders’ line for
over a decade.

Art Powell (1963, Wide Receiver) – A deep threat who contributed to the early Raider offense.

Iconic Raiders Draft Picks of the 1970s and 1980s
The 1970s and 1980s marked the golden era of Raiders draft picks history, coinciding with the team’s
rise to NFL prominence. This period featured multiple Super Bowl appearances and victories, fueled
by shrewd draft decisions and a focus on physical, skilled players.

The Raiders capitalized on their draft opportunities by selecting players who embodied the franchise’s
identity of toughness and versatility. This era produced several Hall of Famers and Pro Bowlers who
became synonymous with Raider Nation.

Hall of Famers and Franchise Legends
Some of the most iconic draft picks from this era include:

Fred Biletnikoff (1965, Wide Receiver) – Though drafted in the AFL period, his impact carried
through the 1970s.

Howie Long (1981, Defensive End) – A dominant force on defense and a key contributor to the
Raiders’ success.

Marcus Allen (1982, Running Back) – Drafted to be a franchise back, Allen became one of the
greatest players in Raiders history.

Draft Philosophy During the Dynasty Years
The Raiders’ draft philosophy in the 70s and 80s centered on selecting players with strong character,
physical toughness, and the ability to perform under pressure. The general managers and coaches
emphasized versatility and grit, which aligned with the team’s aggressive style of play. This approach
resulted in a steady influx of talent that helped maintain the Raiders as perennial contenders.

Draft Strategy Changes in the 1990s and 2000s
As the NFL evolved in the 1990s and 2000s, so too did the Raiders’ approach to the draft. This era
witnessed significant shifts in team management and coaching staff, which influenced the franchise’s
drafting strategy and outcomes. The Raiders faced challenges in maintaining consistency, and their
draft picks history during this period reflects a mix of promising selections and missed opportunities.



Changes in scouting techniques, player evaluation, and draft capital management also characterized
this time frame. The team often traded picks, sometimes successfully but other times to its detriment.

Notable Draft Picks and Challenges
Key draft picks in this era included:

Tim Brown (1988, Wide Receiver) – Although drafted just before the 1990s, Brown’s impact
spanned into this era.

Randy Moss (1998, Wide Receiver) – The Raiders famously traded away the chance to draft
Moss, a decision often cited as a major draft misstep.

Charles Woodson (1998, Defensive Back) – A top pick who became a defensive cornerstone and
eventual Hall of Famer.

Despite some successes, the Raiders sometimes struggled to find consistent impact players in later
rounds, and draft busts occasionally hampered roster development.

Modern Era Draft Overview (2010-Present)
The Raiders draft picks history in the modern era reflects a franchise in transition, especially with
moves such as relocating from Oakland to Las Vegas. The front office has placed increased emphasis
on analytics and comprehensive scouting, while balancing immediate team needs with long-term
potential.

This period has featured a mixture of high-profile first-round selections and deeper-round
developmental players. The Raiders have also adapted to the NFL’s changing landscape by investing
in versatile athletes capable of fitting multiple roles.

Recent First-Round Picks
Recent draft selections that have shaped the team include:

Josh Jacobs (2019, Running Back) – A powerful runner who quickly became a key offensive
weapon.

Kyle Pitts (2021, Tight End) – Although drafted by another team, the Raiders have focused on
similarly athletic positions.

Clelin Ferrell (2019, Defensive End) – A high pick aimed at bolstering the pass rush.

The modern Raiders draft picks history is still being written, with ongoing efforts to identify franchise-
changing talent through the draft.



Notable Draft Successes and Busts
Throughout the Raiders draft picks history, certain selections have stood out as major successes,
while others have been labeled as busts. These outcomes underscore the inherent uncertainty and
risk associated with NFL drafting.

Success Stories

Jim Otto – Durable and consistent, he was a Hall of Fame center who anchored the offensive line
for years.

Marcus Allen – A versatile running back who delivered both rushing yards and receiving skills.

Charles Woodson – A defensive back who earned Defensive Player of the Year honors and a
Super Bowl title.

Howie Long – A relentless pass rusher and defensive leader.

Josh Jacobs – Emerging as a top-tier running back in recent seasons.

Draft Busts

JaMarcus Russell (2007, Quarterback) – Often regarded as one of the biggest draft
disappointments in NFL history.

Ronnie Brown (2005, Running Back) – Selected high but did not meet expectations with the
Raiders.

Greg Little (2011, Wide Receiver) – Failed to develop into a consistent contributor.

Impact of General Managers and Coaches on Draft
Decisions
The Raiders draft picks history is closely tied to the vision and philosophy of the team’s general
managers and head coaches. Leadership changes often brought different approaches to player
evaluation, draft prioritization, and roster construction.

Influential Figures in Draft Strategy
Some key decision-makers who influenced the Raiders’ draft history include:



Al Davis – The iconic owner and general manager whose aggressive and sometimes
unconventional draft style defined the Raiders for decades.

Reggie McKenzie – As a modern general manager, focused on rebuilding the roster through the
draft and free agency.

Dave Ziegler – Current general manager emphasizing analytics and long-term planning.

The synergy between coaching staff and front office has been critical in identifying and selecting
players who fit the Raiders’ system and culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the Raiders' first-ever draft pick in franchise history?
The Raiders' first-ever draft pick was Jim Otto, a center selected in the 1960 AFL Draft.

Which Raiders draft pick is considered the greatest player in
franchise history?
Howie Long, drafted in 1981, is often regarded as one of the greatest Raiders draft picks and had a
Hall of Fame career with the team.

Have the Raiders ever traded away a first-round draft pick?
Yes, the Raiders have traded away first-round draft picks multiple times to acquire veteran players or
move around in the draft.

Which recent Raiders draft pick has made the biggest impact?
Josh Jacobs, selected 24th overall in the 2019 NFL Draft, has been one of the most impactful recent
Raiders draft picks, becoming the team's lead running back.

How successful have the Raiders been historically in finding
Pro Bowl players through the draft?
The Raiders have a history of drafting Pro Bowl-caliber players, including names like Marcus Allen, Tim
Brown, and Charles Woodson, showcasing their ability to identify talent.

Additional Resources
1. The Silver and Black Chronicles: Raiders Draft Picks Through the Decades
This comprehensive book explores the history of the Las Vegas Raiders' draft selections from their
inception to the present day. It delves into the successes, busts, and hidden gems that shaped the



franchise. Featuring detailed player profiles and analysis, it offers fans a deep dive into how draft
choices influenced the Raiders' legacy.

2. Raiders Draft Dynasty: Building a Team One Pick at a Time
Focusing on the strategic decisions behind the Raiders' draft picks, this book uncovers the philosophy
and scouting methods that guided the franchise. It highlights key draft moments that defined eras
and shaped championship runs. Readers gain insight into the complexities of NFL drafting through the
Raiders’ lens.

3. From Draft Board to Gridiron: The Raiders’ Talent Pipeline
This narrative tracks the journey of drafted players from selection day to their impact on the field.
Featuring interviews with former Raiders draftees and team executives, it reveals the challenges and
triumphs faced by those chosen. The book underscores the human side of building a competitive NFL
team.

4. Black Hole Beginnings: The Raiders’ Draft History Uncovered
An investigative look at the Raiders’ draft history, this book examines both the triumphs and missteps
in player selection. It assesses how draft picks contributed to the team's identity and style of play.
The author provides critical analysis of draft trends and turning points in Raiders football.

5. Draft Day Decisions: The Raiders’ Road to Glory
Detailing pivotal draft days that altered the course of the franchise, this book showcases the moments
that brought star players to the Raiders. It explores the high stakes and pressures faced by the front
office during the NFL Draft. Fans will appreciate the behind-the-scenes stories and strategic gambles.

6. Raiders Draft Legends: Players Who Defined an Era
Highlighting the most impactful draft picks in Raiders history, this book profiles legendary players who
became cornerstones of the team. It provides career retrospectives, memorable highlights, and the
context of their selection. The book celebrates the lasting influence of these athletes on Raiders
culture.

7. Picking the Future: The Raiders’ Draft Strategy and Evolution
This work analyzes how the Raiders’ drafting approach has evolved in response to changes in
coaching, management, and league dynamics. It discusses shifts in player evaluation and team needs
over the years. The book provides a forward-looking perspective on the Raiders’ drafting philosophy.

8. Raiders Draft Busts and Breakouts: Lessons from the Past
Examining both the disappointments and surprises from the Raiders’ draft history, this book offers
lessons learned from misjudgments and unexpected successes. It delves into the factors that
contribute to draft busts and breakout stars. The author provides a balanced view of the risks
inherent in NFL drafting.

9. The Raider Way: Drafting for Dominance
This book encapsulates the Raiders' commitment to building a fierce and competitive team through
their draft choices. It discusses how the franchise’s culture influenced player selection and
development. Rich with anecdotes and expert commentary, it reveals the mindset behind the Raiders’
draft decisions.
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