rabbit proof fence questions and
answers

rabbit proof fence questions and answers provide essential information about one of
the most iconic and historically significant pest control measures in Australia. This article
explores various aspects of the rabbit proof fence, including its origin, construction,
purpose, and impact on the environment and agriculture. Readers will gain insights into
common inquiries about how the fence works, why it was built, and its relevance today. The
discussion also covers technical details, maintenance challenges, and the fence’s cultural
significance. Addressing frequently asked questions, this comprehensive guide enhances
understanding of the rabbit proof fence and its role in managing invasive species. The
article is structured to facilitate easy navigation through key topics relevant to this
important subject.
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History and Purpose of the Rabbit Proof Fence

Why Was the Rabbit Proof Fence Built?

The rabbit proof fence was constructed primarily to control the spread of invasive European
rabbits in Australia, which have caused extensive environmental damage since their
introduction in the 19th century. The fence was intended to protect agricultural lands and
native ecosystems by restricting rabbit movement across certain regions, thereby reducing
the population pressure on crops and native vegetation.

When and Where Was the Fence Constructed?

The initial construction of the rabbit proof fence began in Western Australia in the early
1900s. It spanned thousands of miles, making it one of the longest unbroken fences in the
world. The fence was built in phases, with the first section completed in 1907. Its route was
strategically planned to block rabbits from advancing into the fertile southwestern part of
the state.



Design and Construction Details

What Materials Were Used to Build the Fence?

The rabbit proof fence was constructed using durable materials such as wire mesh and
timber posts. The wire mesh was fine enough to prevent rabbits from squeezing through,
while sturdy wooden posts supported the structure at regular intervals. Additional
reinforcements included barbed wire and underground barriers to deter burrowing animals.

How Long and Tall Is the Fence?

The fence stretches over 1,000 miles, making it one of the longest pest-exclusion barriers
in the world. Its height typically ranges between 3 to 4 feet, a sufficient dimension to
prevent rabbits from jumping over. The design also accounts for the local terrain, adapting
to hills, valleys, and other natural features to maintain an effective barrier.

How Does the Fence Prevent Rabbit Movement?

The fence functions as a physical barrier to stop rabbits from crossing into protected areas.
The tight wire mesh prevents rabbits from squeezing through gaps, while the height deters
jumping. Moreover, the fence is buried underground in some sections to block rabbits from
digging beneath it. This combination of above-ground and below-ground barriers effectively
limits rabbit migration.

Effectiveness and Environmental Impact

Has the Rabbit Proof Fence Successfully Controlied
Rabbit Populations?

While the rabbit proof fence has slowed the spread of rabbits in certain regions, its overall
effectiveness has been mixed. Rabbits are highly adaptable and have sometimes breached
the fence through burrowing or damage during storms. Despite this, the fence has played a
significant role in protecting specific agricultural and conservation areas from heavy rabbit
infestation.

What Are the Environmental Consequences of the
Fence?

The fence has had both positive and negative environmental impacts. Positively, it has
helped preserve native vegetation and habitats by limiting rabbit grazing pressure.
However, it has also disrupted the movement of other native wildlife species, fragmenting



habitats and altering ecological dynamics. Additionally, the fence requires ongoing
management to mitigate unintended consequences.

What Alternative Methods Are Used Alongside the
Fence?

To complement the rabbit proof fence, other control methods are employed, including:

e Biological controls such as the introduction of the myxoma virus and rabbit
hemorrhagic disease virus

¢ Poison baiting and trapping
e Habitat modification and exclusion fencing for smaller areas

e Community-based rabbit management programs

Maintenance and Challenges

How Is the Rabbit Proof Fence Maintained?

Regular inspection and repair are critical to maintaining the fence’s integrity. Maintenance
crews patrol the fence line to identify breaches caused by weather events, animal damage,
or natural wear and tear. Repairs involve replacing wire mesh, fixing posts, and clearing
vegetation that could compromise the fence’s effectiveness.

What Challenges Are Associated with Maintaining the
Fence?

Maintaining such an extensive structure presents numerous challenges, including:

Remote and difficult terrain that complicates access

Weather damage from storms, floods, and wildfires

Animal damage, including from larger wildlife and livestock

High costs of upkeep and labor

e Technological limitations that restrict monitoring capabilities



Are There Modern Innovations to Improve the Fence?

Recent advances include the use of drones and remote sensors to monitor fence conditions
more efficiently. Additionally, improvements in fencing materials, such as stronger wire
mesh and corrosion-resistant posts, have been introduced to extend the fence’s lifespan
and effectiveness. However, no technological solution has fully replaced the need for
physical barriers combined with other rabbit control strategies.

Cultural and Historical Significance

What Role Does the Rabbit Proof Fence Play in
Australian History?

The rabbit proof fence is a symbol of Australia’s ongoing battle with invasive species and
environmental management. It represents early 20th-century efforts to protect the land
from ecological damage caused by European rabbits. The fence has become part of
Australian heritage and is frequently referenced in literature, film, and education regarding
environmental challenges.

How Has the Fence Been Represented in Media and
Literature?

The rabbit proof fence gained international attention through the 2002 film “Rabbit-Proof
Fence,” which depicts the true story of Aboriginal children who used the fence as a guide to
escape forced removal. This portrayal highlights the fence’s significance beyond pest
control, touching on social and cultural histories within Australia.

Is the Fence Still Relevant Today?

Although modern pest control methods have advanced, the rabbit proof fence remains
relevant as a physical barrier and a historical monument. It continues to serve as a tool in
integrated pest management programs and stands as a reminder of the challenges posed
by invasive species and the importance of sustainable environmental practices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Rabbit-Proof Fence about?

The Rabbit-Proof Fence is a 2002 Australian film based on the true story of three Aboriginal
girls who escape from a government settlement and trek over 1,500 miles along the rabbit-
proof fence to return home.



Who directed the movie Rabbit-Proof Fence?

The movie Rabbit-Proof Fence was directed by Phillip Noyce.

What is the significance of the rabbit-proof fence in the
film?

The rabbit-proof fence serves as a physical and symbolic guide for the girls as they
navigate their journey home, representing resilience, hope, and connection to the land.

Are the characters in Rabbit-Proof Fence based on real
people?

Yes, the main characters are based on real Aboriginal girls—Molly, Daisy, and Gracie—who
escaped the Moore River Native Settlement in 1931.

What themes does Rabbit-Proof Fence explore?

The film explores themes of racism, colonialism, the Stolen Generations, resilience, family,
and cultural identity.

Why was the Rabbit-Proof Fence built in Australia?

The rabbit-proof fence was originally constructed to keep invasive rabbits from spreading
into Western Australian farmland during the early 20th century.

How accurate is Rabbit-Proof Fence as a historical film?

While some dramatic elements are fictionalized, the film is largely accurate in its portrayal
of the Stolen Generations and the girls' journey, based on the book by Doris Pilkington
Garimara.

What impact did Rabbit-Proof Fence have on Australian
society?

The film raised awareness about the Stolen Generations and the injustices faced by
Aboriginal Australians, contributing to discussions on reconciliation and Indigenous rights.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding "Rabbit-Proof Fence": A Comprehensive Q&A Guide

This book provides detailed questions and answers related to the story, themes, and
historical context of "Rabbit-Proof Fence." It is designed for students and readers who wish
to deepen their understanding of the narrative and its significance. The guide covers
character analysis, plot summaries, and discussions on the impact of the Stolen
Generations in Australia.



2. Exploring the Stolen Generations Through Rabbit-Proof Fence

Focusing on the historical background, this book answers common questions about the
Stolen Generations, the forced removal of Aboriginal children, and how these events are
portrayed in "Rabbit-Proof Fence." It offers insight into the cultural and political implications
present in the story, making it an essential resource for educators and history enthusiasts.

3. Rabbit-Proof Fence: Themes and Symbols Explained

This title delves into the major themes such as survival, identity, and resilience found in
"Rabbit-Proof Fence." Through a question-and-answer format, it breaks down the symbolism
within the story and explains its relevance to Indigenous Australian experiences. Readers
gain a clearer understanding of the narrative’s deeper meanings.

4. Character Studies in Rabbit-Proof Fence: Questions and Answers

Focusing on the protagonists and supporting characters, this book answers questions about
their motivations, development, and roles within the story. It helps readers appreciate the
personal journeys of Molly, Daisy, and Gracie as they navigate adversity. The guide also
compares these characters to real-life figures from Australian history.

5. Historical Context and Accuracy in Rabbit-Proof Fence

This book provides factual questions and answers regarding the historical accuracy of the
events depicted in "Rabbit-Proof Fence." It discusses the real rabbit-proof fence, the policies
of the Australian government, and the experiences of Aboriginal people during the early
20th century. This resource is valuable for those interested in the interplay between history
and literature.

6. Discussion and Essay Questions on Rabbit-Proof Fence

Ideal for classroom use, this book offers a collection of thought-provoking questions and
model answers to facilitate discussion and essay writing about "Rabbit-Proof Fence." It
covers analytical topics, personal reflections, and critical thinking prompts. Teachers and
students alike will find it helpful for academic assignments.

7. Rabbit-Proof Fence: Cultural Impact and Legacy Q&A

Examining the cultural influence of "Rabbit-Proof Fence," this book answers questions about
its reception, adaptations, and significance in Australian media and Indigenous rights
movements. It explores how the story has contributed to awareness and reconciliation
efforts. Readers learn about the broader social implications of the narrative.

8. Film vs. Book: Rabbit-Proof Fence Comparative Questions

This guide compares the original book by Doris Pilkington with the film adaptation directed
by Phillip Noyce. It answers questions about differences in storytelling, character portrayal,
and thematic emphasis. The book assists readers in understanding how different mediums
handle the same story.

9. Teaching Rabbit-Proof Fence: Questions and Answers for Educators

Designed specifically for teachers, this book provides practical questions and answers to
help educators effectively teach "Rabbit-Proof Fence." It includes tips on addressing
sensitive topics, engaging students, and integrating Indigenous perspectives into the
curriculum. The resource supports a respectful and informed classroom environment.
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