QUESTION PAPER OF |IAS EXAM

QUESTION PAPER OF IAS ExAM: THE INDIAN ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE (IAS) EXAMINATION, CONDUCTED BY THE UNION PUBLIC
Service Commission (UPSC), IS ONE OF THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS AND COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS IN INDIA. |T SERVES AS A
GATEWAY FOR CANDIDATES ASPIRING TO SERVE IN VARIOUS CIVIL SERVICES AND IS RENOWNED FOR ITS RIGOROUS SELECTION
PROCESS. THE QUESTION PAPER OF THE |AS EXAM IS METICULOUSLY DESIGNED TO EVALUATE A CANDIDATE’S ANALYTICAL
SKILLS, GENERAL AW ARENESS, AND DECISION-MAKING ABILITIES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE STRUCTURE, TYPES, AND
PREPARATION STRATEGIES FOR THE |AS EXAM QUESTION PAPER.

UNDERSTANDING THE |IAS EXAM STRUCTURE

THE |IAS EXAM CONSISTS OF THREE STAGES:

1. PRELIMINARY ExAMINATION (PRELIMS)
2. MaIN ExaMINATION (MAINS)
3. PersoNALITY TesT (INTERVIEW)

EACH STAGE HAS ITS OWN FORMAT AND PURPOSE, ASSESSING DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF A CANDIDATE'S CAPABILITIES.

1. PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION

THE PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION IS THE FIRST STAGE OF THE |AS EXAM AND COMPRISES TWO OBJECTIVE-TYPE PAPERS.

- GENERAL STUDIES PAPER |: THIS PAPER TESTS CANDIDATES ON A WIDE RANGE OF TOPICS, INCLUDING:
- CURRENT EVENTS OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE

- HisTorY oF INDIA AND INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT

- INDIAN AND W/ ORLD GEOGRAPHY

- INDIAN PoLITY AND GOVERNANCE

- EconoMic AND SocIAL DEVELOPMENT

- ENVIRONMENTAL ECoLoGY, Bio-DIVERSITY, AND CLIMATE CHANGE

- GENERAL SCIENCE

- GENERAL STUDIES PAPER || (CSAT): THIS PAPER IS DESIGNED TO TEST THE CANDIDATE'S APTITUDE AND COMPREHENSION
ABILITIES. |T INCLUDES:

- READING COMPREHENSION

- LOGICAL REASONING AND ANALYTICAL ABILITY

- DECISION-MAKING AND PROBLEM-SOLVING

- BASIC NUMERACY AND DATA INTERPRETATION

BOTH PAPERS ARE SCORED, WITH GENERAL STUDIES PAPER | BEING THE DETERMINING FACTOR FOR QUALIFYING FOR THE MAINS
EXAMINATION/ WHILE PAPER || IS A QUALIFYING PAPER WITH A MINIMUM REQUIRED SCORE.

2. MAIN EXAMINATION

THE MAIN EXAMINATION IS MORE COMPREHENSIVE AND CONSISTS OF NINE PAPERS, OF WHICH SEVEN ARE COUNTED FOR RANKING
PURPOSES.

- PAPERS INCLUDED:

1. Essay: CANDIDATES WRITE AN ESSAY ON A GIVEN TOPIC, DEMONSTRATING THEIR ABILITY TO ARTICULATE THOUGHTS
CLEARLY AND CONCISELY.

2. GENERAL STUDIES PAPER [: INDIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE, HISTORY, AND GEOGRAPHY.



3. GENERAL STUDIES PAPER |I: GOVERNANCE, CONSTITUTION, POLITY, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.
4. GENERAL STUDIES PAPER Ill: TECHNOLOGY, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, BIO-DIVERSITY, ENVIRONMENT, SECURITY, AND
DISASTER MANAGEMENT.

5. GENERAL STUDIES PAPER |V: ETHICS, INTEGRITY, AND APTITUDE.

6. OPTIONAL SUBJECT PAPER |: CANDIDATES CHOOSE AN OPTIONAL SUBJECT FROM A LIST PROVIDED BY UPSC.

7. OPTIONAL SUBJECT PAPER |l: CONTINUATION OF THE SELECTED OPTIONAL SUBJECT.

EACH PAPER IS DESIGNED TO EVALUATE A CANDIDATE’S DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE, ANALYTICAL ABILITIES, AND WRITING SKILLS.

3. PErSONALITY TeST (INTERVIEW)

THE PERSONALITY TEST IS THE FINAL STAGE OF THE |AS SELECTION PROCESS. CANDIDATES ARE INTERVIEWED BY A PANEL OF
EXPERTS WHO ASSESS THEIR PERSONALITY TRAITS, SOCIAL SKILLS, AND OVERALL SUITABILITY FOR A CAREER IN CIVIL SERVICES.
THE INTERVIEW TYPICALLY LASTS FOR ABOUT 30 MINUTES TO AN HOUR.

TypPes oF QUESTIONS IN |AS EXAMINATION

THE QUESTION PAPERS OF BOTH THE PRELIMINARY AND MAIN EXAMINATIONS INCLUDE VARIOUS TYPES OF QUESTIONS TO
EXAMINE DIFFERENT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE AREAS.

1. OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS

- MuLTIPLE CHolce QUesTIons (MCQs): COMMON IN THE PRELIMS, THESE QUESTIONS REQUIRE CANDIDATES TO CHOOSE THE
CORRECT ANSWER FROM GIVEN OPTIONS. THEY TEST FACTUAL KNOWLEDGE AS WELL AS CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING.

- ASSERTION AND REASONING: CANDIDATES ARE PRESENTED WITH A STATEMENT (ASSERTION) AND A REASON. THEY MUST
DETERMINE THE CORRECTNESS OF BOTH AND HOW THEY RELATE TO EACH OTHER.

2. DescrIPTIVE QUESTIONS

- Essay QUESTIONSZ IN THE MAINS/ CANDIDATES MUST WRITE ESSAYS THAT REFLECT THEIR ANALYTICAL SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE
AND ARTICULATION OF IDEAS.

- LONG-ANSWER QUESTIONSZ THESE REQUIRE DETAILED EXPLANATIONS AND IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF VARIOUS TOPICS, OFTEN
DEMONSTRATING A CANDIDATE'S UNDERSTANDING OF THE SUBJECT MATTER.

/

3. CASE STUDIES AND SITUATIONAL QUESTIONS

- CASE STUDIES: PAPERS MAY INCLUDE REAL-LIFE SCENARIOS REQUIRING CANDIDATES TO APPLY ETHICAL REASONING AND
DECISION-MAKING SKILLS.

- SITUATIONAL QUESTIONSI THESE ASSESS HOW CANDIDATES WOULD RESPOND TO SPECIFIC SITUATIONS THEY MIGHT
ENCOUNTER AS CIVIL SERVANTS.

PREPARATION STRATEGIES FOR |IAS ExAM QUESTION PAPER

PREPARING FOR THE |AS EXAM QUESTION PAPER DEMANDS A STRATEGIC APPROACH AND DISCIPLINED STUDY HABITS. HERE ARE
SOME EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES:



1. UNDERSTAND THE SYLLABUS

- FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE SYLLABUS FOR BOTH THE PRELIMS AND MAINS. KNOWING WHAT TO STUDY IS CRUCIAL FOR
EFFECTIVE PREPARATION.

2. CReEATE A STuDY PLAN

- DEVELOP A STRUCTURED TIMETABLE THAT ALLOCATES TIME FOR EACH SUBJECT, INCLUDING REVISION PERIODS. STICK TO THIS
PLAN CONSISTENTLY.

3. ReaD NEwSPAPERS AND STAY UPDATED

- REGULARLY READ NEWSPAPERS LIKE THE HINDU OR INDIAN EXPRESS TO STAY INFORMED ABOUT CURRENT AFFAIRS, WHICH ARE
VITAL FOR BOTH PRELIMS AND MAINS.

4. REFER TO STANDARD Books

- UTILIZE RECOMMENDED BOOKS AND RESOURCES FOR VARIOUS SUBJECTS. SOME POPULAR BOOKS INCLUDE:
- “INDIAN PoLITY” BY M. LAXMIKANTH

- “InoiaN EcoNoMY” BY RAMESH SINGH

- NCERT TEXTBOOKS FOR FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE

5. PRACTICE PrReVIoUs YEARS' QUESTION PAPERS

- SOLVE PREVIOUS YEARS® QUESTION PAPERS TO UNDERSTAND THE EXAM PATTERN AND THE TYPES OF QUESTIONS ASKED. THIS
ALSO HELPS IN TIME MANAGEMENT DURING THE EXAM.

6. TAke Mock TesTs

- ENROLL IN COACHING INSTITUTES OR ONLINE PLATFORMS THAT PROVIDE MOCK TESTS. THIS WILL HELP IN ASSESSING YOUR
PREPARATION LEVEL AND IMPROVING YOUR SPEED AND ACCURACY.

7. Focus oN WRITING SKILLS

- PRACTICE WRITING ESSAYS AND ANSWER WRITING FOR THE MAINS. EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION IS ESSENTIAL, SO ENSURE
CLARITY AND COHERENCE IN YOUR WRITING.

8. JoIN STupy GrROUPS

- COLLABORATE WITH PEERS FOR DISCUSSIONS AND GROUP STUDIES. THIS CAN ENHANCE LEARNING AND PROVIDE DIFFERENT
PERSPECTIVES ON VARIOUS TOPICS.



CoNcCLUSION

THE QUESTION PAPER OF |AS EXAM IS DESIGNED TO CHALLENGE CANDIDATES, ENSURING THAT ONLY THE MOST DESERVING
INDIVIDUALS QUALIFY TO SERVE IN THE INDIAN ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE. UNDERSTANDING THE STRUCTURE, TYPES OF
QUESTIONS, AND EFFECTIVE PREPARATION STRATEGIES IS CRUCIAL FOR SUCCESS IN THIS HIGHLY COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION.
WITH DEDICATION, CAREFUL PLANNING, AND CONSISTENT EFFORT, ASPIRANTS CAN NAVIGATE THE CHALLENGES OF THE IAS EXAM
AND ACHIEVE THEIR DREAM OF SERVING THE NATION.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE FORMAT OF THE |AS EXAM QUESTION PAPER?

THe |AS EXAM CONSISTS OF THREE STAGES: PRELIMINARY, MAINS, AND INTERVIEW. THE PRELIMINARY EXAM HAS OBJECTIVE-
TYPE QUESTIONS, WHILE THE MAINS EXAM INCLUDES SUBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS ACROSS VARIOUS PAPERS.

How MANY PAPERS ARE THERE IN THE IAS MAINS EXAM?

THE IAS MAINS EXAM CONSISTS OF NINE PAPERS, WHICH INCLUDE TWO QUALIFYING PAPERS, FOUR GENERAL STUDIES PAPERS,
TWO OPTIONAL SUBJECT PAPERS, AND ONE ESSAY PAPER.

ARE THERE NEGATIVE MARKINGS IN THE |AS PRELIMS QUESTION PAPER?

YES/ THERE IS NEGATIVE MARKING IN THE |AS PRELIMINARY EXAM. FOR EVERY INCORRECT ANSWER, ONE-THIRD OF THE MARKS
ASSIGNED TO THAT QUESTION WILL BE DEDUCTED.

\WHAT SUBJECTS ARE COVERED IN THE |AS PRELIMS QUESTION PAPER?

THe |AS PRELIMS QUESTION PAPER COVERS TWO SUBJECTS: GENERAL STUDIES | (CURRENT EVENTS, HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY,
PoLITY, ECONOMY, ENVIRONMENT, AND GENERAL SCIENCE) AND GENERAL STUDIES Il (CSAT - COMPREHENSION,
INTERPERSONAL SKILLS, LOGICAL REASONING, DECISION-MAKING, ETC.).

How CAN CANDIDATES ACCESS PREVIOUS YEARS' |AS EXAM QUESTION PAPERS?

CANDIDATES CAN ACCESS PREVIOUS YEARS' IAS EXAM QUESTION PAPERS THROUGH THE OFFICIAL UPSC WEBSITE OR VARIOUS
EDUCATIONAL PLATFORMS THAT OFFER STUDY MATERIALS AND RESOURCES FOR |AS PREPARATION.

\WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF SOLVING PREVIOUS |AS EXAM QUESTION PAPERS?

SOLVING PREVIOUS |AS EXAM QUESTION PAPERS HELPS CANDIDATES UNDERSTAND THE EXAM PATTERN, IDENTIFY FREQUENTLY
ASKED TOPICS, AND IMPROVE TIME MANAGEMENT SKILLS DURING THE ACTUAL EXAM.

Is THE IAS QUESTION PAPER AVAILABLE IN MULTIPLE LANGUAGES?

YES, THE |AS QUESTION PAPER IS AVAILABLE IN MULTIPLE LANGUAGES. THE PRELIMINARY EXAM IS CONDUCTED IN ENGLISH AND
HINDI, WHILE MAINS PAPERS CAN BE ATTEMPTED IN ANY OF THE 22 SCHEDULED LANGUAGES, AS PER THE CANDIDATE'S CHOICE.
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