purpose of the of ruth

Purpose of the Book of Ruth is a profound exploration of themes such as
loyalty, love, redemption, and the importance of community. This short yet
impactful narrative from the 0ld Testament not only holds theological
significance but also offers valuable lessons for personal conduct and
relationships. In this article, we will delve into the various purposes of
the Book of Ruth, examining its historical context, key characters, and the
moral lessons it imparts.

Historical Context of the Book of Ruth

The Book of Ruth is set during the period of the Judges, a time marked by
social and moral chaos in Israel. Understanding this historical backdrop is
crucial for grasping the purpose of the book. The Israelites faced numerous
challenges, including foreign oppression and internal conflict. Amidst this
turmoil, the story of Ruth stands as a beacon of hope and faithfulness.

Authorship and Timeline

The authorship of the Book of Ruth is traditionally attributed to the prophet
Samuel, although some scholars believe it may have been written later. The
timeline of the narrative places it around 1100-1000 BCE, shortly before the
establishment of the monarchy in Israel. This context enhances the story's
importance, as it reflects the values that would be foundational for the
Israelite nation.

Key Characters in the Book of Ruth

To fully grasp the purpose of the Book of Ruth, it's essential to analyze its
key characters:

e Ruth: A Moabite woman who demonstrates unwavering loyalty and love for
her mother-in-law, Naomi. Her journey from Moab to Bethlehem symbolizes
a commitment to family and faith.

e Naomi: A Jewish widow who experiences profound loss yet finds strength
in her daughter-in-law. Naomi's transformation from bitterness to joy
encapsulates the redemptive nature of the narrative.

e Boaz: A wealthy relative of Naomi who embodies kindness and integrity.
His role as a kinsman-redeemer highlights the importance of community



responsibility and social justice.

Thematic Purposes of the Book of Ruth

The Book of Ruth serves multiple thematic purposes that resonate with readers
across generations.

Loyalty and Commitment

One of the central themes of the Book of Ruth is loyalty. Ruth's famous
declaration to Naomi—"Where you go, I will go; where you stay, I will
stay"—exemplifies her deep commitment. This theme underscores the importance
of steadfast relationships, whether in family or friendship.

Redemption

The concept of redemption is intricately woven into the narrative. Boaz's
role as a kinsman-redeemer illustrates how individuals can restore and heal
those who have suffered loss. This theme of redemption not only applies to
personal relationships but also extends to the broader community, emphasizing
the need for mutual support.

Faith and Providence

Throughout the story, the characters exhibit profound faith in God’s
providence. Ruth's decision to follow Naomi to Bethlehem, despite the
uncertainties that lay ahead, reflects a deep trust in divine guidance. The
unfolding events, including her meeting with Boaz, illustrate how faith can
lead to unforeseen blessings.

Inclusivity and Acceptance

Ruth, as a Moabite, represents a foreigner in Israel, and her acceptance into
the community highlights the theme of inclusivity. This aspect of the
narrative challenges societal norms and prejudices, promoting a message of
love and acceptance across cultural boundaries. The Book of Ruth encourages
readers to embrace diversity and foster unity.



Moral Lessons from the Book of Ruth

The Book of Ruth offers several moral lessons that are relevant to
contemporary life:

1. Embrace loyalty: The story encourages individuals to prioritize loyalty
in their relationships, illustrating how steadfastness fosters deep
connections.

2. Practice kindness: Boaz's actions exemplify the importance of kindness
and generosity towards others, reminding readers that small acts can
have transformative effects.

3. Seek redemption: The theme of redemption encourages individuals to seek
healing and restoration in their lives, whether through forgiveness or
reconciliation.

4. Trust in divine providence: The narrative encourages faith in God’s
plan, reassuring readers that even in difficult times, there is a
greater purpose at work.

5. Welcome diversity: Ruth’s inclusion in the Israelite community advocates
for acceptance and love across cultural divides, urging individuals to
embrace and celebrate differences.

The Book of Ruth in the Christian Tradition

For Christians, the Book of Ruth holds significant theological implications.
Ruth's story is often viewed as a foreshadowing of Christ's redemptive work.
Just as Boaz redeemed Ruth and Naomi, Jesus is seen as the ultimate redeemer
who brings salvation to all humanity. This connection enriches the narrative,
emphasizing themes of grace and redemption that are central to Christian
beliefs.

Conclusion

The purpose of the Book of Ruth extends far beyond its historical and
cultural context. It serves as a timeless reminder of the values of loyalty,
redemption, and faith. Through the lens of Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz, readers are
invited to reflect on their own lives and relationships, emphasizing the
importance of kindness, community, and the faith that sustains us through
life's challenges. Whether approached as a historical narrative or a source
of spiritual insight, the Book of Ruth continues to inspire and teach



valuable lessons for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Book of Ruth in
the Bible?

The primary purpose of the Book of Ruth is to highlight God's providence and
faithfulness through the story of Ruth, a Moabite woman, who becomes an
ancestor of King David and ultimately Jesus Christ.

How does the Book of Ruth illustrate themes of
loyalty and commitment?

The Book of Ruth illustrates themes of loyalty and commitment through Ruth's
steadfast dedication to her mother-in-law Naomi, choosing to stay with her
and support her despite the challenges they faced.

What role does redemption play in the narrative of
Ruth?

Redemption plays a crucial role in the narrative of Ruth, as Boaz acts as the
kinsman-redeemer, restoring Ruth and Naomi’s family line and ensuring their
protection and provision.

How does the Book of Ruth challenge societal norms
of its time?

The Book of Ruth challenges societal norms by presenting a strong female
protagonist who takes initiative, defies cultural expectations, and secures
her own future and that of her family.

What is the significance of Ruth's inclusion in the
genealogy of Jesus?

Ruth's inclusion in the genealogy of Jesus signifies the breaking of ethnic
and cultural barriers, demonstrating that God's grace extends beyond Israel
to all people, emphasizing the universal nature of salvation.

In what ways does the Book of Ruth emphasize the
importance of community?

The Book of Ruth emphasizes the importance of community through the
supportive relationships between Ruth, Naomi, and the people of Bethlehen,
showcasing how communal bonds provide strength and assistance in times of



need.
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