purina broiler feeding guide

Purina Broiler Feeding Guide is an essential resource for poultry farmers aiming to raise healthy,
fast-growing broilers. Proper nutrition is vital for maximizing growth, improving feed efficiency, and
ensuring the overall health of the birds. This article outlines the key components of broiler nutrition,
feeding strategies, and tips for optimizing growth using Purina's formulated feeds.

Understanding Broiler Nutrition

In order to successfully raise broilers, it is crucial to understand their nutritional needs. Broilers
require a balanced diet that includes proteins, carbohydrates, fats, vitamins, and minerals. Each
nutrient plays a specific role in the growth and development of the birds.

Key Nutrients in Broiler Feed

1. Proteins: Essential for muscle development, proteins are made up of amino acids. Broilers require
a higher protein intake during the early stages of growth.
- Sources: Soybean meal, fish meal, and canola meal.

2. Carbohydrates: They serve as the primary energy source for broilers. Carbohydrates are crucial
for overall growth and activity.
- Sources: Corn and wheat.

3. Fats: Fats provide a concentrated source of energy and aid in the absorption of fat-soluble
vitamins.

- Sources: Vegetable oils and animal fats.

4. Vitamins: Necessary for various metabolic processes, vitamins also support immune function and
overall health.

- Key Vitamins: A, D, E, K, and the B-complex vitamins.

5. Minerals: Important for bone development, enzyme function, and overall health.
- Essential Minerals: Calcium, phosphorus, potassium, and sodium.

Feeding Phases for Broilers

Broilers are typically fed in phases that correspond to their growth stages. Each phase has specific
nutritional requirements, and Purina offers feed formulations tailored to these stages.

1. Starter Phase (0-3 Weeks)



- Duration: From hatch to 3 weeks of age.

- Nutritional Formulation: High in protein (20-24%) to support rapid growth.
- Feeding Tips:

- Provide access to clean, fresh water at all times.

- Use Purina Start & Grow™ or similar products designed for starter birds.

- Offer feed in a manner that reduces wastage.

2. Grower Phase (3-6 Weeks)

- Duration: From 3 weeks to 6 weeks of age.

- Nutritional Formulation: Moderate protein (18-20%) to support continued growth while preparing
for the finisher phase.

- Feeding Tips:

- Gradually transition to Purina Grower™ feed.

- Monitor feed consumption to ensure birds are eating enough.

3. Finisher Phase (6-8 Weeks)

- Duration: From 6 weeks to market weight (typically around 8 weeks).

- Nutritional Formulation: Lower protein (16-18%) but higher energy to promote weight gain.
- Feeding Tips:

- Switch to Purina Finisher™ feed.

- Continue providing fresh water and monitor growth rates.

Feeding Strategies

Implementing effective feeding strategies is vital for ensuring optimal growth and feed efficiency in
broilers.

1. Free-Choice Feeding

- Description: This method allows birds to eat as much as they want at any time.
- Advantages:

- Minimizes competition among birds.

- Encourages consistent feed intake.

2. Restricted Feeding

- Description: Involves limiting feed access to control growth rates.
- Advantages:
- Can help manage weight and prevent obesity.



- Encourages more efficient feed conversion.

3. Gradual Feed Transition

- Description: Slowly transitioning from one feed type to another over several days.
- Advantages:

- Reduces digestive issues.

- Helps maintain consistent growth rates.

Water Management

Water is as important as feed in broiler production. Proper hydration is essential for digestion,
nutrient absorption, and overall health.

Water Quality

- Ensure water is clean and free from contaminants.
- Regularly clean waterers to prevent algae growth and bacterial contamination.

Water Availability

- Provide continuous access to fresh water.
- Monitor water consumption, as it can indicate the health status of the birds.

Monitoring Growth and Health

Regular monitoring of broiler growth and health is critical for successful poultry farming.

1. Weight Checks

- Conduct weekly weight checks to monitor growth rates.
- Compare weights against industry standards to assess performance.

2. Health Observations

- Look for signs of illness, such as lethargy, respiratory distress, or abnormal droppings.
- Implement a biosecurity plan to prevent disease outbreaks.



3. Feed Conversion Ratio (FCR)

- Calculate FCR by dividing the total feed consumed by the total weight gained.
- Aim for an FCR of around 1.6 to 1.8 for optimal performance.

Best Practices for Broiler Feeding

To maximize the benefits of the Purina Broiler Feeding Guide, consider the following best practices:

- Use High-Quality Feed: Always choose high-quality, nutritionally balanced feed from reputable
brands like Purina.

- Maintain Cleanliness: Keep feeding and watering equipment clean to minimize disease risks.

- Implement a Feeding Schedule: Establish a consistent feeding schedule to promote routine and
reduce stress.

- Educate Yourself: Stay informed about the latest practices in poultry nutrition and health
management.

- Consult Professionals: Reach out to veterinarians or poultry nutritionists for tailored advice based
on your specific operations.

Conclusion

The Purina Broiler Feeding Guide provides a comprehensive framework for feeding broilers
effectively, ensuring they receive the necessary nutrients for optimal growth and health. By
understanding the nutritional needs of broilers, implementing proper feeding strategies, and
monitoring their health, poultry farmers can achieve successful production outcomes. Investing time
and resources into proper feeding practices will ultimately lead to healthier birds and improved
profitability in the long run.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the recommended feed for broilers from hatch to 3
weeks of age?

Purina recommends using a starter feed specifically formulated for broilers, typically containing
around 20-24% protein to support rapid growth during the first three weeks.

How often should I feed my broilers throughout the day?

Broilers should have access to feed at all times, allowing them to eat freely. It is essential to ensure
that they have continuous access to fresh feed to maximize growth and health.



What are the key nutritional components to look for in broiler
feed?

Key nutritional components include protein, energy (calories), vitamins, and minerals. A balanced
feed typically contains a mix of corn, soybean meal, and added vitamins and minerals to support
optimal growth.

When should I transition my broilers from starter feed to
grower feed?

The transition to grower feed should occur around 3 weeks of age when broilers have reached a
certain weight and are ready for a diet with about 18-20% protein to support continued growth.

How can I ensure my broilers are getting enough water along
with their feed?

Ensure that broilers have access to clean, fresh water at all times. Water should be readily available
and easily accessible to encourage drinking, which is crucial for digestion and overall health.
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