
pulitzer prize winning photos by year
Pulitzer Prize-winning photos by year have captured some of the most poignant
moments in history, showcasing the power of photography to evoke emotions and
tell compelling stories. The Pulitzer Prize, established in 1917 by Joseph
Pulitzer, recognizes excellence in journalism, literature, and musical
composition. Among its many categories, the Pulitzer Prize for Breaking News
Photography and the Pulitzer Prize for Feature Photography have honored some
of the most iconic images that have shaped public perception and historical
narratives. This article delves into notable Pulitzer Prize-winning
photographs by year, highlighting their significance and the stories behind
them.

Overview of the Pulitzer Prize in Photography

The Pulitzer Prize for Photography is divided into two distinct categories:

Breaking News Photography: Awarded for images that capture significant
news events as they unfold.

Feature Photography: Recognizes photographs that tell a story or depict
a subject of human interest, often focusing on more intimate or personal
themes.

These awards are announced annually and are selected from thousands of
submissions by a jury of distinguished professionals in the field. The
winning photographs often resonate with viewers, providing insight into the
events or issues being represented.

Notable Pulitzer Prize-Winning Photos by Year

1942: The Falling Soldier

One of the earliest and most iconic Pulitzer Prize-winning photographs is
Robert Capa's "The Falling Soldier." Captured during the Spanish Civil War,
this image depicts a soldier caught mid-fall, seemingly struck by a bullet.
The photograph symbolizes the brutality of war and the fragility of life,
making it a powerful representation of conflict.



1977: The Kiss of Life

In 1967, photographer Rocco Morabito captured the moment known as "The Kiss
of Life." This photograph shows lineman J.D. Thompson giving mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation to his colleague, who had been electrocuted. The image won the
Pulitzer Prize in 1978 and highlights the risks associated with electrical
work, as well as the bond between co-workers.

1994: The Struggle for Freedom

In 1994, the Pulitzer Prize for Breaking News Photography was awarded to a
series of photos by Carol Guzy, who documented the aftermath of the Rwandan
genocide. Her haunting images revealed the stark realities faced by
survivors, showcasing the resilience

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Pulitzer Prize for
Photography?
The Pulitzer Prize for Photography, awarded annually, recognizes exceptional
photographic journalism that captures significant events and stories,
highlighting the power of visual storytelling.

Which Pulitzer Prize-winning photo from 2020
depicted the struggles during the COVID-19 pandemic?
The 2020 Pulitzer Prize for Breaking News Photography was awarded to the
staff of the Associated Press for their powerful images documenting the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic across the globe.

What was the subject of the 2019 Pulitzer Prize-
winning photography?
In 2019, the Pulitzer Prize for Feature Photography was awarded to Lorenzo
Tugnoli for his haunting images of the humanitarian crisis in Yemen,
illustrating the devastating effects of war and famine.

Who won the Pulitzer Prize for Photography in 2018
and for what reason?
The 2018 Pulitzer Prize for Breaking News Photography was awarded to the
staff of the South Florida Sun Sentinel for their coverage of the Marjory



Stoneman Douglas High School shooting, capturing the emotions and aftermath
of the tragedy.

What iconic photograph won the Pulitzer Prize in
1994?
The 1994 Pulitzer Prize for Feature Photography was awarded to Kevin Carter
for his haunting image of a starving child in Sudan being stalked by a
vulture, which became a symbol of famine and humanitarian crises.

How has the criteria for Pulitzer Prize-winning
photos evolved over the years?
The criteria for Pulitzer Prize-winning photos have evolved to include not
just technical excellence but also the ability to tell compelling stories,
engage audiences, and address pressing social issues.

What themes are commonly found in Pulitzer Prize-
winning photos?
Common themes in Pulitzer Prize-winning photos include war, social justice,
natural disasters, and human rights, often focusing on the emotional impact
of these events on individuals and communities.

Where can one find a comprehensive list of Pulitzer
Prize-winning photographs by year?
A comprehensive list of Pulitzer Prize-winning photographs by year can be
found on the official Pulitzer Prize website, which archives all winners and
their notable works.
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