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The Physical Therapy (PT) Board Exam is a crucial step for aspiring physical therapists looking to
obtain licensure and practice in their respective states. The exam is administered by the Federation of
State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT) and is a requirement in most states across the United
States. In this article, we will delve into PT board exam dates for 2023, the registration process,
eligibility criteria, and preparation tips to help candidates succeed.

Overview of PT Board Exams

The PT Board Exam evaluates a candidate's knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary for safe and
effective practice as a physical therapist. The exam consists of a computer-based test that assesses
clinical knowledge and decision-making skills through various question formats, including multiple
choice and case-based scenarios.

Importance of the PT Board Exam

The PT Board Exam serves several critical functions:

1. Licensure Requirement: Passing the exam is a prerequisite for obtaining a license to practice
physical therapy in most states.

2. Standardization: The exam ensures that all practicing physical therapists meet a consistent
standard of knowledge and competency.

3. Public Safety: By evaluating the qualifications of physical therapists, the exam helps to protect
public health and safety.

PT Board Exam Dates 2023

The PT Board Exam typically follows a consistent schedule, with specific periods designated for
registration and testing. In 2023, the exam dates are organized into two main testing windows. Below
are the details:

Testing Windows

1. First Testing Window: January 1, 2023 - March 31, 2023
2. Second Testing Window: July 1, 2023 - September 30, 2023

Candidates can schedule their exams within these windows at their convenience. It is important to
note that the scheduling process may vary by state, and candidates should check with their local



licensing board for any specific requirements.

Registration Deadlines

Candidates must register for the PT Board Exam well in advance. The registration deadlines for 2023
are outlined as follows:

- First Testing Window:
- Registration Opens: October 1, 2022
- Registration Closes: February 28, 2023

- Second Testing Window:
- Registration Opens: April 1, 2023
- Registration Closes: August 31, 2023

Fees Associated with the PT Board Exam

There are various fees associated with registering for the PT Board Exam. These may include:

- Exam Registration Fee: Typically ranges from $600 to $700.

- State Licensure Fee: Varies by state; candidates should check with their local board for accurate
amounts.

- Late Registration Fee: Candidates who miss the registration deadline may incur additional late fees.

Eligibility Criteria for the PT Board Exam

To be eligible to sit for the PT Board Exam, candidates must meet specific criteria:

1. Educational Requirements: Candidates must have completed a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)
program accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE).

2. Application Submission: Candidates need to submit an application to their state's licensing board,
including verification of their education.

3. Criminal Background Check: Some states require a criminal background check as part of the
licensure application process.

Preparation for the PT Board Exam

Proper preparation is essential for success on the PT Board Exam. Here are some effective strategies:



Study Resources

- Textbooks: Utilize essential physical therapy textbooks that cover key concepts.

- Online Courses: Enroll in review courses offered by reputable organizations to reinforce your
knowledge.

- Practice Exams: Take practice tests to familiarize yourself with the exam format and identify areas
that need improvement.

Study Schedule

Establishing a study schedule can help candidates stay organized and focused. Consider the following
tips:

1. Set Goals: Define clear study goals for each week leading up to the exam.
2. Daily Study Sessions: Allocate specific times each day for focused study, ensuring consistency.
3. Breaks: Incorporate regular breaks to avoid burnout and maintain motivation.

Group Study

Studying with peers can enhance understanding and retention. Consider forming or joining a study
group, as it allows for:

- Discussion of Complex Topics: Collaborating with peers can help clarify difficult concepts.
- Accountability: Group members can motivate and hold each other accountable for study goals.

Day of the Exam

As the exam date approaches, candidates should prepare for the day itself. Here are some key points
to consider:

1. Location: Confirm the exam location and plan to arrive early to allow time for check-in.

2. ldentification: Bring valid identification, as required by the testing center.

3. Supplies: Review the allowed materials, typically including a calculator (if permitted) and personal
items like water.

After the Exam

Once the exam is completed, candidates can expect to receive their results within a few weeks. The
FSBPT provides a Candidate Portal where examinees can access their scores and official
communication regarding their performance.



Score Reporting and Retakes

- Passing Score: The passing scaled score for the PT Board Exam is typically set at 600, but this may
vary. Candidates should check with the FSBPT for the most current information.

- Retake Policy: Candidates who do not pass the exam can retake it after a waiting period, which is
generally 45 days. It is crucial to review performance feedback to identify areas for improvement
before attempting the exam again.

Conclusion

The PT Board Exam is a significant milestone for physical therapy graduates, and understanding the
exam dates, registration process, eligibility criteria, and preparation strategies is vital for success.
With two testing windows in 2023, candidates have ample opportunities to demonstrate their
knowledge and skills. By following the guidelines outlined in this article, prospective physical
therapists can approach the exam with confidence, paving the way for a rewarding career in
healthcare.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the scheduled PT board exam dates for 2023?

The PT board exam dates for 2023 vary by state, but the national exam is typically held in April and
October.

How can | find the specific PT board exam dates for my state
in 2023?

You can find the specific PT board exam dates for your state by visiting the Federation of State Boards
of Physical Therapy (FSBPT) website or your state's licensing board website.

Are there any changes to the PT board exam schedule in 2023
due to COVID-19?

As of 2023, most PT board exams have returned to their normal schedules, but it's best to check with
your state board for any specific changes.

What is the registration deadline for the PT board exam in
2023?

Registration deadlines for the PT board exam typically fall about 30 days before the exam date, so
check the FSBPT website for exact dates.



Can | reschedule my PT board exam if | miss the date in 2023?

Yes, you can usually reschedule your PT board exam, but there may be fees involved and specific
deadlines to adhere to.

What materials should | review before the PT board exam in
20232

Candidates should review the latest study guides, practice tests, and the content outline provided by
the FSBPT to prepare for the exam.

Is there an option for remote testing for the PT board exam in
2023?

As of 2023, remote testing is not commonly offered for the PT board exam; exams are typically
conducted in designated testing centers.

What should 1 do if | have a conflict on my PT board exam date
in 2023?

If you have a conflict, contact your state board as soon as possible to discuss your options for
rescheduling.

How can | stay updated on any changes to the PT board exam
dates in 2023?

You can subscribe to updates from the FSBPT, follow your state board on social media, or visit their
official website regularly for the latest information.
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