property management in florida license
requirements

Property management in Florida license requirements is a crucial topic for
anyone looking to enter the real estate industry in the Sunshine State. With
its booming housing market and increasing demand for rental properties,
understanding the legal landscape governing property management is essential.
This article will delve into the specific licensing requirements, the types
of licenses available, and the steps needed to comply with Florida law.

Understanding Property Management in Florida

Property management refers to the operation, control, and oversight of real
estate and physical property. This can include residential, commercial, and
industrial properties. Property managers are responsible for a wide range of
tasks, from marketing and leasing properties to maintaining them and handling
tenant relations. Given the complexities of the Florida real estate market,
obtaining the right licenses is fundamental for property managers.

Types of Licenses Required for Property
Management

In Florida, there are specific licenses that property managers must obtain,
depending on the services they intend to provide. The two main types of
licenses are:

1. Real Estate License

To engage in property management activities that involve leasing or renting
properties, a real estate license is typically required. There are two main
categories of real estate licenses in Florida:

- Sales Associate License: This is the entry-level license that allows
individuals to work under the supervision of a licensed broker. It is
suitable for those who want to assist in property management tasks but are
not yet ready to run their own business.

- Broker License: This license allows individuals to operate independently
and manage their own property management business. It requires more extensive
training and experience compared to the Sales Associate License.



2. Community Association Manager (CAM) License

If a property manager intends to manage condominiums, cooperatives, or
homeowners' associations, they must obtain a Community Association Manager
(CAM) license. This license is specifically designed for managing community
associations and involves different requirements compared to a real estate
license.

License Requirements and Steps to Obtain a
License

Obtaining the necessary licenses involves a series of steps, including
education, examination, and application processes. Below is a breakdown of
the requirements for each license type.

1. Real Estate Sales Associate License

To obtain a Real Estate Sales Associate License in Florida, you must:

- Complete the Required Education: You need to complete a 63-hour pre-
licensing course from a state-approved institution. This course covers topics
such as real estate principles, practices, and laws.

- Pass the State Exam: After completing the course, you must pass the Florida
Real Estate Sales Associate Exam. The exam consists of multiple-choice
questions that test your knowledge of real estate concepts.

- Submit Your Application: Once you pass the exam, you can submit your
application for licensure to the Florida Department of Business and
Professional Regulation (DBPR). You must also pay the applicable fees.

- Background Check: A criminal background check is required as part of the

application process. Certain convictions may disqualify you from obtaining a
license.

2. Real Estate Broker License

For those pursuing a Broker License, the steps are slightly more involved:

- Experience Requirement: You must have at least 24 months of experience as a
licensed sales associate or equivalent experience in another state within the
last five years.

- Complete the Required Education: You must complete a 72-hour pre-licensing



course for brokers.

- Pass the State Exam: Similar to the sales associate exam, you must pass the
Florida Real Estate Broker Exam.

- Submit Your Application: After passing the exam, submit your application to
the DBPR along with the required fees.

- Background Check: As with the sales associate license, a background check
is mandatory.

3. Community Association Manager (CAM) License

To obtain a CAM license, follow these steps:

- Complete the Required Education: You must complete a 16-hour pre-licensing
course specific to community association management.

- Pass the State Exam: After completing the course, you need to pass the CAM
exam, which tests your knowledge of Florida's community association laws and
practices.

- Submit Your Application: Once you pass the exam, you can submit your
application to the DBPR along with the required fees.

- Background Check: A criminal background check is also required for the CAM
license application.

Continuing Education Requirements

After obtaining a property management license in Florida, it is essential to
remain compliant with state regulations, which include continuing education
requirements.

- Real Estate Sales Associates: Must complete 14 hours of continuing
education every two years.

- Real Estate Brokers: Also required to complete 14 hours of continuing
education every two years, including specific topics mandated by the Florida
Real Estate Commission.

- Community Association Managers: Must complete 20 hours of continuing
education every two years, with at least 4 hours focused on legal issues.

Continuing education helps property managers stay updated on changes in laws,
regulations, and best practices in property management.



Best Practices for Property Managers in Florida

Once you have obtained the necessary licenses, adhering to best practices is
vital for a successful property management career. Here are some essential
practices:

1. Stay Updated on Laws and Regulations: Regularly review Florida real estate
laws and regulations. This includes understanding tenant rights, fair housing
laws, and local ordinances.

2. Maintain Open Communication: Foster good relationships with tenants by
maintaining open lines of communication. This can help resolve issues quickly
and improve tenant satisfaction.

3. Implement Effective Marketing Strategies: Utilize various marketing
platforms, including social media, to attract potential tenants. High-quality
photos and detailed property descriptions are essential.

4. Keep Accurate Records: Maintain thorough records of all transactions,
communications, and maintenance requests. This is crucial for legal
compliance and financial management.

5. Conduct Regular Property Inspections: Schedule routine inspections to
assess property conditions and address maintenance issues before they
escalate.

Conclusion

Understanding the property management in Florida license requirements is
essential for anyone wishing to enter this lucrative field. By obtaining the
appropriate licenses, completing necessary education, and adhering to best
practices, property managers can ensure compliance with Florida laws and
provide exceptional service to property owners and tenants alike. With the
right preparation and commitment, a successful career in property management
awaits in Florida's vibrant real estate market.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to obtain a property
management license in Florida?

To obtain a property management license in Florida, you must complete a 63-
hour pre-licensing course, pass the state exam, and meet the minimum age of
18 years. Additionally, you need to have a high school diploma or its
equivalent.



Do I need a real estate license to manage properties
in Florida?

Yes, in Florida, you must have a real estate broker's license to manage
properties for others. If you are managing your own properties, you do not
need a license.

How often do I need to renew my property management
license in Florida?

In Florida, property management licenses must be renewed every two years.
License holders are required to complete 14 hours of continuing education
during each renewal period.

What specific courses are required for the Florida
property management license?

The required pre-licensing course for a property management license covers
topics such as property management principles, Florida real estate law, and
Fair Housing laws, totaling 63 hours of instruction.

Are there any background check requirements for
obtaining a property management license in Florida?

Yes, applicants for a property management license in Florida must undergo a
background check. Any felony convictions may affect eligibility, depending on
the circumstances.

Can I manage properties without a license if I'm an
employee of a property management company?

Yes, if you are an employee of a licensed property management company, you
can perform property management tasks without a personal license, as long as
you are working under the supervision of a licensed broker.

What is the fee structure for obtaining a property
management license in Florida?

The fees for obtaining a property management license in Florida typically
include the cost of the pre-licensing course, the exam fee, and the license
application fee. These costs can vary, but you should expect to pay several
hundred dollars in total.
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