
procedure of the u n security council
The procedure of the UN Security Council is a complex and multifaceted
process that plays a crucial role in maintaining international peace and
security. Established in 1945 by the UN Charter, the Security Council (UNSC)
is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations. It is tasked with
addressing threats to peace, recommending peaceful resolutions to conflicts,
and, if necessary, authorizing the use of force. The UNSC consists of 15
members, five of which are permanent members with veto power, and ten are
elected for two-year terms. This article will explore the procedures followed
by the UNSC, including its decision-making processes, the roles of its
members, and the mechanisms it employs to fulfill its mandate.

Composition of the Security Council

The UNSC's composition is essential for understanding its procedures. The
Council has 15 members:

- Permanent Members (P5): There are five permanent members: the United
States, the United Kingdom, France, Russia, and China. These countries were
victors in World War II and hold significant global influence. Each has the
power to veto any substantive resolution, which means that a single negative
vote can block the passage of a resolution.

- Non-Permanent Members: The remaining ten members are elected by the General
Assembly for two-year terms. These members are chosen based on equitable
geographical distribution to ensure representation from different world
regions, including:
- Africa
- Asia-Pacific
- Eastern Europe
- Latin America and the Caribbean
- Western Europe and other states

Functions of the UN Security Council

The UNSC primarily engages in the following functions:

1. Maintaining International Peace and Security: The Council investigates any
situation that threatens international peace and may recommend measures to
resolve conflicts.

2. Authorizing Military Action: The UNSC can authorize member states to take
military action to restore or maintain peace.



3. Imposing Sanctions: The Council can impose economic and political
sanctions to enforce its decisions without the use of force.

4. Establishing Peacekeeping Operations: The UNSC has the authority to deploy
peacekeeping forces to conflict zones to help maintain peace and security.

5. Adopting Resolutions: The Council can adopt resolutions that member states
are obligated to comply with under international law.

Decision-Making Procedures

The decision-making process in the UNSC is governed by various rules and
procedures, which include:

Agenda Setting

The agenda of the UNSC is managed by the President of the Council, who
rotates monthly among the member states. The agenda can be influenced by:

- Requests from member states.
- Reports from the UN Secretary-General.
- Situations brought to the Council's attention by the General Assembly or
other UN bodies.

Meetings

The Security Council meets regularly to discuss pressing issues. Meetings can
be called in various formats:

- Open Meetings: These are accessible to all UN member states and the public.
- Closed Meetings: These are held privately, typically for sensitive matters.

The President of the Council leads these meetings, ensuring that members have
the opportunity to express their views and concerns.

Draft Resolutions

Draft resolutions are central to the UNSC's decision-making. Any member can
propose a resolution, which must then be discussed and negotiated. Key steps
in this process include:

1. Drafting: A member state or a group of states drafts a resolution,
outlining the actions the Council should take.



2. Negotiation: Members discuss the draft, often leading to amendments and
revisions.

3. Voting: Once the draft is finalized, it is put to a vote. For a resolution
to pass, it must receive at least nine votes in favor and not be vetoed by
any of the five permanent members.

Voting Procedure

Voting is a critical aspect of the decision-making process. The voting
procedure follows these steps:

- Quorum: A minimum of nine members must be present for a vote to be valid.

- Types of Votes: The Council can conduct a procedural vote or a substantive
vote. Procedural matters require a simple majority, while substantive matters
require nine affirmative votes and no vetoes from the P5.

- Veto Power: If any of the five permanent members votes against a
substantive resolution, it is automatically rejected.

Role of the President of the Security Council

The President of the UNSC plays a significant role in its procedures. The
responsibilities of the President include:

- Setting the Agenda: The President determines the order of items on the
agenda and can prioritize issues for discussion.

- Chairing Meetings: The President leads discussions, ensuring that all
members have an opportunity to speak.

- Representing the Council: The President represents the UNSC in external
communications and engagements with other UN bodies and member states.

- Facilitating Negotiations: The President often plays a mediating role
during negotiations of resolutions.

Implementation of Resolutions

Once a resolution is adopted by the UNSC, its implementation is crucial for
its effectiveness. The Council does not have its own enforcement mechanism,
so it relies on member states to implement its decisions, which can include:

- Military Action: If authorized, member states may take military action to



enforce a resolution.

- Sanctions: The Council can impose sanctions, which member states are
required to enforce.

- Reporting: The UNSC often requires periodic reports from member states or
the Secretary-General on the implementation of its resolutions.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its critical role, the UNSC faces several challenges and criticisms,
including:

- Veto Power: The veto power held by the P5 can lead to inaction on pressing
global issues, causing frustration among non-permanent members and the wider
international community.

- Representation: Critics argue that the UNSC does not adequately represent
the current geopolitical landscape, with calls for reforms to include
emerging powers.

- Accountability: There are calls for greater accountability and transparency
in the Council's decision-making processes, particularly regarding its
handling of international crises.

- Effectiveness: The effectiveness of the UNSC in preventing conflicts and
maintaining peace has been questioned, as many situations escalate despite
the Council's involvement.

Conclusion

The procedure of the UN Security Council is a vital aspect of global
governance and international relations. With its complex decision-making
processes, the UNSC strives to maintain peace and security amidst a
challenging and ever-changing international landscape. While the Council has
had successes in conflict resolution and peacekeeping, it also faces
significant challenges that must be addressed to enhance its effectiveness
and legitimacy. As the world evolves, so too must the mechanisms of the UNSC,
ensuring that it remains a relevant and powerful force for peace and security
in the 21st century.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary function of the UN Security
Council?
The primary function of the UN Security Council is to maintain international
peace and security by addressing conflicts, imposing sanctions, and
authorizing military action when necessary.

How many permanent members are there in the UN
Security Council, and what are their powers?
There are five permanent members in the UN Security Council: China, France,
Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States. They have veto power,
allowing them to block any substantive resolution.

What is the process for a country to become a non-
permanent member of the UN Security Council?
Countries are elected as non-permanent members by the General Assembly for a
two-year term, with a rotation system ensuring regional representation. There
are 10 non-permanent members at any time.

What types of decisions can the UN Security Council
make?
The UN Security Council can make decisions regarding sanctions, peacekeeping
missions, military interventions, and resolutions aimed at addressing threats
to peace and security.

What is the role of the UN Security Council in
conflict resolution?
The UN Security Council plays a crucial role in conflict resolution by
facilitating negotiations, deploying peacekeeping forces, and creating
frameworks for peace agreements.

How often does the UN Security Council meet?
The UN Security Council meets regularly, with sessions scheduled as needed.
They can convene at any time to address urgent issues, and special sessions
can be called at the request of any member.

What is the significance of the veto power in the UN
Security Council?
The veto power held by the five permanent members is significant because it
can prevent any resolution from being adopted, thereby influencing global
governance and international relations.
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