
prisoner cell block h dvd complete collection

prisoner cell block h dvd complete collection is a highly sought-after item for fans of classic Australian
television drama and prison-based storytelling. This iconic series, known simply as "Prisoner," first aired in
the late 1970s and developed a dedicated following due to its gritty portrayal of life inside a women's
prison. The DVD complete collection offers viewers the chance to experience all episodes in one
comprehensive package, preserving the series' legacy for new generations. With the DVD set, enthusiasts
can appreciate the complex characters, intense plots, and social issues addressed throughout the show’s run.
This article explores the features, contents, and benefits of owning the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD complete
collection, highlighting why it remains a valuable addition to any TV series library.
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Overview of Prisoner Cell Block H
Prisoner Cell Block H, often referred to simply as Prisoner, is an Australian television soap opera that
originally aired from 1979 to 1986. The series is set in the fictional Wentworth Detention Centre, focusing
on the lives of inmates and staff within the prison walls. It was groundbreaking for its time, addressing
complex social issues such as justice, rehabilitation, and power dynamics. The show became known for its
compelling storytelling, strong female characters, and an unapologetic exploration of prison life. Over its
eight-season run, Prisoner amassed a significant fanbase both in Australia and internationally, securing its
place as a cult classic in television history.

Historical Context and Production
The production of Prisoner Cell Block H was notable for its realistic approach to the prison environment
and character development. Created by Reg Watson, the series was filmed at the Network Ten studios in



Melbourne. Its production values and narrative style set it apart from other soap operas of the era. The
show’s commitment to authenticity was reflected in its use of a mostly female cast portraying inmates from
diverse backgrounds, each with unique backstories and motivations. This commitment contributed to the
series’ critical acclaim and loyal viewership.

Plot and Themes
The central narrative revolves around the daily lives, conflicts, and relationships of the prisoners and
correctional officers at Wentworth. Themes of survival, betrayal, redemption, and friendship are explored
throughout the series. Prisoner Cell Block H also tackled controversial topics such as corruption, abuse of
power, and the challenges of reintegration into society. The series’ ability to blend drama with social
commentary helped it maintain relevance and viewer interest over its extensive run.

Contents of the DVD Complete Collection
The Prisoner Cell Block H DVD complete collection includes every episode from all eight seasons of the
series. This extensive set ensures that fans have access to the full narrative arc and character developments
as originally broadcast. Typically, the collection is organized across multiple discs, with episodes arranged
sequentially for ease of viewing. The packaging often includes detailed artwork and information about the
show’s history and characters.

Number of Episodes and Discs
The complete collection encompasses a total of over 690 episodes, making it one of the longest-running
television dramas of its time. Due to the sheer volume of content, the DVD set usually spans dozens of discs,
carefully curated to provide a seamless watching experience. This comprehensive approach allows
collectors and fans to immerse themselves fully in the world of Wentworth Detention Centre without
missing any key moments.

Packaging and Presentation
The DVD complete collection is typically housed in a sturdy box or slipcase designed to protect the discs
and enhance shelf appeal. Many editions feature exclusive cover art that captures the essence of the series,
often showcasing key characters or memorable scenes. Inside, viewers may find episode guides, cast
information, and sometimes additional booklets that delve into the show's production background and
legacy.



Features and Special Inclusions
Beyond the episodes themselves, the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD complete collection often includes various
special features that enrich the viewing experience. These extras provide insights into the making of the
show, cast interviews, and behind-the-scenes footage. Such inclusions appeal to dedicated fans and those
interested in television history.

Bonus Materials

Cast and crew interviews discussing the impact of the series

Documentaries covering the show's cultural significance

Deleted scenes and outtakes

Photo galleries and promotional materials from the original airing

Episode commentary tracks by producers or actors

These bonus features offer valuable context and deepen appreciation for the series’ production quality and
storytelling achievements.

Restoration and Quality
Many versions of the complete collection have undergone digital remastering to improve picture and
sound quality. This restoration process ensures that the classic series remains accessible and enjoyable for
modern audiences, presenting the episodes in a format that meets contemporary viewing standards.
Enhanced audio tracks and cleaned visuals contribute to a more immersive experience that honors the
original broadcast quality.

Benefits of Owning the DVD Collection
Owning the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD complete collection offers numerous advantages for fans and
collectors alike. The set provides an opportunity to revisit a beloved series at one’s convenience, free from
streaming availability issues or broadcast scheduling. It also serves as a tangible piece of television history,
ideal for enthusiasts of classic dramas and Australian media.



Convenience and Accessibility
The DVD format allows for easy access to the entire series without reliance on internet connectivity or
subscription services. Viewers can watch episodes in any order, pause and resume at will, and share the
collection with others. This flexibility enhances enjoyment and makes the series more approachable for
new audiences.

Collector’s Value
The complete collection is often considered a valuable collectible due to its comprehensive nature and the
series’ cult status. Limited edition releases or versions with exclusive packaging can increase the set’s worth
over time. For collectors, owning the full Prisoner Cell Block H DVD set is a way to preserve a significant
piece of television heritage.

Where to Purchase and Pricing
The Prisoner Cell Block H DVD complete collection is available through various retail outlets, including
online marketplaces and specialty stores focused on classic television. Pricing can vary depending on the
edition, condition, and availability. Some editions may include additional bonuses or exclusive packaging
that affects cost.

Factors Influencing Price

Edition type (standard vs. collector’s edition)

Inclusion of bonus features and special content

Condition of the DVD set (new, used, or rare)

Availability and demand among fans and collectors

Prospective buyers should compare options and verify the content to ensure they receive the full complete
collection as advertised.

Recommendations for Purchase
When acquiring the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD complete collection, it is advisable to purchase from
reputable sellers to guarantee authenticity and quality. Checking for detailed product descriptions and



customer reviews can help confirm that the set includes all episodes and any promised extras. This
approach ensures a satisfactory and worthwhile investment for fans of the series.

Legacy and Cultural Impact
Prisoner Cell Block H remains an influential television series decades after its original broadcast. Its
portrayal of women in prison and exploration of social issues paved the way for later dramas within the
genre. The DVD complete collection helps maintain the show’s presence in popular culture, allowing new
audiences to discover its groundbreaking content.

Influence on Television and Media
The series inspired numerous adaptations and influenced storytelling techniques in subsequent prison
dramas worldwide. Its focus on complex female characters and social realism set a precedent for television
narratives addressing marginalized groups and institutional life. The availability of the complete collection
on DVD preserves this influence for study and appreciation.

Fan Community and Ongoing Interest
The enduring fan community around Prisoner Cell Block H actively celebrates the series through
conventions, online forums, and social media. The DVD complete collection serves as a central resource for
fans to revisit favorite moments, analyze character development, and share their passion with others. This
ongoing interest underscores the show's lasting relevance and appeal.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is included in the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD complete collection?
The Prisoner Cell Block H DVD complete collection includes all 8 seasons of the Australian television series,
featuring every episode from the original run, special features, and sometimes bonus content such as
interviews and behind-the-scenes footage, depending on the edition.

Is the Prisoner Cell Block H complete collection available in remastered
quality?
Yes, many editions of the Prisoner Cell Block H complete collection have been remastered to improve
video and audio quality, offering a better viewing experience compared to the original broadcasts.



Where can I purchase the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD complete
collection?
The Prisoner Cell Block H DVD complete collection can be purchased from major online retailers such as
Amazon, eBay, and specialty DVD stores. It may also be available in physical retail stores that sell DVDs.

Are there any special features included in the Prisoner Cell Block H
complete DVD collection?
Special features in the complete DVD collection often include cast interviews, behind-the-scenes
documentaries, episode commentaries, and photo galleries, providing fans with additional insights into the
series.

Is the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD complete collection region locked?
The region coding for the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD complete collection depends on the release version.
Some editions are region-free, while others are locked to specific DVD regions like Region 1, 2, or 4. It's
important to check the product details before purchasing to ensure compatibility with your DVD player.

Additional Resources
1. Inside Prisoner: The Making of a TV Classic
This book offers an in-depth look at the creation and production of the iconic TV series "Prisoner Cell Block
H." It features interviews with cast members, writers, and producers, revealing behind-the-scenes stories
and the challenges faced while bringing the gritty prison drama to life. Fans of the series will appreciate
the detailed exploration of its cultural impact and enduring popularity.

2. Women Behind Bars: The Social Impact of Prisoner Cell Block H
Exploring the societal themes presented in "Prisoner Cell Block H," this book analyzes how the show
tackled issues such as justice, rehabilitation, and women's rights. It discusses the representation of female
prisoners and the show's influence on public perceptions of the criminal justice system. The author also
compares the series to real-life prison conditions and reforms.

3. The Complete Guide to Prisoner Cell Block H Characters
This comprehensive guide profiles the memorable characters from the series, detailing their backgrounds,
story arcs, and development throughout the show. It includes cast biographies and insights into how
characters evolved over the seasons. Perfect for enthusiasts who want to revisit or learn more about their
favorite inmates and staff.

4. Television Drama and Australian Culture: The Legacy of Prisoner Cell Block H
This academic work examines how "Prisoner Cell Block H" reflects and influences Australian culture and



television drama. It discusses the show's pioneering role in serialized TV and its themes of empowerment
and resistance. The analysis extends to its international reception and adaptations.

5. Behind Bars: The Real Lives that Inspired Prisoner Cell Block H
Focusing on the true stories that inspired the series, this book delves into the lives of women who have
experienced incarceration in Australia. It compares real prison experiences with their dramatized versions
on the show, providing a sobering perspective on the realities behind the fiction. The author includes
interviews with former inmates and prison staff.

6. Prisoner Cell Block H: Scripts and Screenplays
A collection of original scripts and screenplays from key episodes of the series, this book allows readers to
explore the narrative structure and dialogue that made the show compelling. It includes commentary from
the writers on their creative choices and how certain memorable scenes were developed.

7. From Screen to Stage: Adaptations of Prisoner Cell Block H
This book traces the adaptations of "Prisoner Cell Block H" beyond television, including stage plays and
international remakes. It discusses how the storylines and characters were transformed for different
audiences and mediums. The author also explores fan reactions and the show's legacy in popular culture.

8. Women in Prison Fiction: A Historical Overview
Providing context for "Prisoner Cell Block H," this book surveys the genre of women-in-prison fiction
across literature, film, and television. It situates the series within a broader tradition and critiques its
contributions and limitations. The book also examines evolving social attitudes toward female incarceration.

9. Prisoner Cell Block H: The Complete Visual History
A richly illustrated volume, this book showcases photographs, promotional materials, and memorabilia from
the series' entire run. It includes rare behind-the-scenes images and artwork, offering fans a visual journey
through the show's evolution. The text complements the images with anecdotes and historical details.
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