
pride and prejudice and zombies
Pride and Prejudice and Zombies is a unique literary mash-up that combines
Jane Austen's classic novel "Pride and Prejudice" with elements of horror,
specifically, the rise of the undead. This inventive narrative reframes the
relationships and social dynamics of early 19th-century England amid a
backdrop of a zombie apocalypse, creating a fresh lens through which to
explore themes of class, gender, and societal expectations. The book, penned
by Seth Grahame-Smith, was published in 2009 and quickly became a cultural
phenomenon, spawning a film adaptation and a slew of other similar mash-ups.

Overview of the Original Work

"Pride and Prejudice," published in 1813, is
one of Jane Austen's most beloved novels. It
follows the life of Elizabeth Bennet, one of
five sisters in a family of modest means, as
she navigates the complexities of love,
marriage, and societal expectations. The novel
is renowned for its sharp wit, engaging
characters, and commentary on the limitations
placed on women in Regency England. Key themes
include:

- Class and Social Hierarchy: The story
critiques the rigid class system of its time.
- Romantic Relationships: The tension between
love and financial security is a central
concern.
- Individual vs. Society: Elizabeth's struggle
for personal agency within societal constraints



is a recurring motif.

The Concept of Mash-Ups

Mash-ups have become popular in literature and
media, blending two distinct genres or
narratives to create something new and
exciting. "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies"
exemplifies this trend by merging Austen's
social commentary with horror elements
associated with the zombie genre. This approach
allows for a playful reinterpretation of
classic themes while also appealing to
contemporary audiences who are fans of both
romance and horror.

How the Mash-Up Works

The novel retains much of the original dialogue
and structure of "Pride and Prejudice" while
introducing zombies and martial arts into the
plot. Key adaptations include:

1. Zombie Apocalypse: The story is set in an
England plagued by a zombie outbreak, which
creates a sense of urgency and danger.



2. Martial Arts Training: Elizabeth Bennet and
her sisters are trained in martial arts,
transforming them into fierce warriors.
3. Social Commentary: The addition of zombies
serves as an allegory for societal issues, such
as the fear of the unknown and the struggle for
survival.

Plot Summary

The plot of "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies"
closely follows that of the original novel,
with significant adjustments to incorporate the
horror elements.

Key Plot Points

- Introduction to the Bennet Family: The story
begins with the Bennet sisters, who are not
only concerned with finding suitable husbands
but also with defending their home from the
undead.
- Mr. Darcy's Entrance: Mr. Darcy, portrayed as
a brooding, wealthy gentleman, enters the
scene, and his initial pride and aloofness
create tension with Elizabeth.



- The Zombie Threat: As the characters navigate
their romantic entanglements, the constant
threat of zombies looms large, forcing them to
confront both personal and external challenges.
- Climactic Battles: Key moments in the romance
are punctuated by action sequences involving
zombie fights, blending romance with thrilling
adventure.
- Resolution: The story ultimately resolves
with the traditional happy endings of Austen’s
work, but not without a few unexpected twists
involving the undead.

Character Transformations

The characters in "Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies" are both familiar and altered,
reflecting their new roles in a zombie-infested
world.

Elizabeth Bennet

Elizabeth is portrayed as a strong, independent
woman skilled in combat. Her character retains
her intelligence and wit, but her ability to
fight adds depth to her persona.



Mr. Darcy

Mr. Darcy remains a complex character, but his
interactions with Elizabeth are heightened by
the shared experiences of battling zombies. His
brooding nature is balanced with moments of
vulnerability.

Supporting Characters

Many of the supporting characters from Austen’s
work are reimagined:

- Jane Bennet: The eldest Bennet sister is
depicted as both beautiful and competent, with
a strong sense of duty towards her family.
- Mr. Bingley: As Darcy's friend, he is
portrayed as charming and affable, providing
comic relief amidst the horror.
- Lady Catherine de Bourgh: The formidable aunt
is given a more menacing presence as a powerful
figure in the fight against the undead.

Cultural Impact and Reception



"Pride and Prejudice and Zombies" received
mixed reviews from critics and audiences alike.
While some praised its creativity and humor,
others felt that it undermined the integrity of
Austen's original work.

Positive Reception

- Innovative Approach: Many readers found the
mash-up to be a refreshing take on a classic
story, attracting both Austen fans and horror
enthusiasts.
- Film Adaptation: The novel's success led to a
film adaptation released in 2016, further
expanding its reach and influence.
- Increased Interest in Mash-Ups: The
popularity of the book sparked interest in
similar literary mash-ups, leading to a trend
in genre-blending literature.

Criticism

- Purist Reactions: Some Austen purists
criticized the novel for diluting the original
themes and character depth.
- Mixed Quality: Critics noted that while the



concept was clever, the execution sometimes
fell short, leading to uneven pacing and
character development.

Conclusion

"Pride and Prejudice and Zombies" stands as a
testament to the enduring nature of classic
literature and the creative possibilities that
arise when genres collide. By infusing horror
into the romantic and social dynamics of
Austen's work, Seth Grahame-Smith offers
readers a new perspective on familiar themes
while entertaining with thrilling action. This
literary mash-up not only revitalizes interest
in "Pride and Prejudice" but also exemplifies
the power of creativity in storytelling,
reminding us that even the most revered
classics can evolve and adapt to contemporary
tastes. Whether viewed as a parody, homage, or
a genuine reimagining, "Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies" captures the imagination and
challenges readers to consider the complexities
of love and society in a world where the undead
roam.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the premise of 'Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies'?

The novel combines Jane Austen's classic 'Pride
and Prejudice' with a zombie outbreak,
reimagining Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy as
skilled zombie hunters in a society grappling
with the undead.

Who is the author of 'Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies'?

'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' was written
by Seth Grahame-Smith, who adapted Jane
Austen's original text and infused it with
horror elements.

How does the adaptation change the character
dynamics in the story?

The introduction of zombies adds a layer of
action and urgency, altering character
interactions; for example, Elizabeth Bennet's
independence and strength are emphasized as she
battles both societal expectations and zombies.

What themes are explored in 'Pride and Prejudice and



Zombies'?

The novel explores themes of class struggle,
gender roles, and the nature of love, while
also incorporating the absurdity and horror of
a world overrun by zombies.

Was 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' adapted into a
film?

Yes, 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' was
adapted into a film released in 2016, directed
by Burr Steers, featuring Lily James as
Elizabeth Bennet.

How did audiences react to the blend of genres in
'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies'?

The blend of genres received mixed reviews;
some appreciated the humorous and satirical
take on classic literature, while others felt
it detracted from Austen's original themes.

What impact did 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies'
have on popular culture?

'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' sparked a
trend of literary mashups, inspiring other



adaptations that combine classic literature
with genres like horror, fantasy, and science
fiction.
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