
pride and prejudice and zombies sparknotes
Pride and Prejudice and Zombies SparkNotes is an essential resource for understanding the
unique blend of classic literature and contemporary horror in the novel by Seth Grahame-Smith. This
innovative retelling of Jane Austen's beloved "Pride and Prejudice" combines the societal commentary
of the original with a thrilling zombie apocalypse backdrop. This article delves into the key elements
of the story, character analysis, themes, and a summary of the major plot points to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the narrative.

Overview of Pride and Prejudice and Zombies

In "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies," the characters from Austen's original work are reimagined as
fierce warriors trained to combat the undead. Set in early 19th-century England, the story follows
Elizabeth Bennet and her four sisters as they navigate love, societal expectations, and the constant
threat of zombie attacks. The novel maintains the wit and charm of Austen's prose while introducing
action-packed sequences that highlight the characters' survival skills.

Plot Summary

The plot follows the original narrative arc of "Pride and Prejudice," with significant alterations to
accommodate the presence of zombies. The key events can be summarized as follows:

1. Introduction of the Bennet Family: The story begins with the Bennet family, highlighting the
urgency for the daughters to marry well due to their precarious financial situation. The threat of
zombies looms over their lives, adding a layer of danger to their social endeavors.

2. Arrival of Mr. Bingley and Mr. Darcy: Wealthy bachelor Mr. Bingley arrives in the neighborhood,
attracting the attention of the Bennet sisters. His friend, the aloof Mr. Darcy, initially appears to be a
proud and prejudiced figure.

3. Ball at Netherfield: At a ball, Elizabeth and Darcy's first encounter is marked by tension and
misunderstanding. However, the ball is interrupted by a zombie attack, forcing the characters to band
together for survival.

4. Elizabeth’s Transformation: As the story progresses, Elizabeth proves herself as a skilled fighter
and begins to challenge societal norms regarding women’s roles. Her character develops as she
navigates her feelings for Darcy amidst the chaos.

5. Climactic Confrontations: The novel builds towards various confrontations with zombie hordes,
requiring the characters to demonstrate their bravery and resourcefulness.

6. Resolution: The romantic entanglements culminate in a series of revelations, culminating in
Elizabeth and Darcy's union. The resolution reflects both the romantic aspects of Austen's original
work and the thrilling action of the zombie genre.



Character Analysis

The characters in "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies" are a blend of Austen's creations and Grahame-
Smith’s imaginative additions. Here are some key characters and their roles in the narrative:

- Elizabeth Bennet: The protagonist who is intelligent, witty, and skilled in martial arts. Elizabeth
challenges gender norms and expectations, proving that women can be both romantic interests and
formidable warriors.

- Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy: Initially perceived as proud and aloof, Darcy's character evolves throughout
the story. His feelings for Elizabeth deepen as he witnesses her strength and resilience.

- Jane Bennet: Elizabeth's elder sister, who embodies grace and beauty. In this retelling, Jane's
character also participates in combat, showcasing her versatility.

- Mr. Bingley: The charming and affable gentleman who falls in love with Jane. Bingley provides a
contrast to Darcy, representing the lighter, more romantic aspects of the story.

- Mr. Collins: The pompous clergyman who seeks to marry one of the Bennet sisters. His character is
both comedic and a source of tension, particularly regarding the family’s future.

- Lady Catherine de Bourgh: Darcy's formidable aunt, who represents the entrenched social order. In
the zombie-infused narrative, she also becomes an antagonist.

- Zombie Horde: While not characters in the traditional sense, the zombies serve as a constant threat,
representing societal decay and the chaos that disrupts the characters' lives.

Themes

"Pride and Prejudice and Zombies" explores several themes that resonate with both Austen's original
work and contemporary issues. Key themes include:

- Social Class and Marriage: The novel critiques societal expectations surrounding marriage and
wealth. The added layer of survival against zombies intensifies the stakes, suggesting that love and
partnership are essential for overcoming adversity.

- Gender Roles: By placing women in combat roles, the story challenges traditional gender norms.
Elizabeth's character embodies female empowerment, illustrating that women can be both nurturing
and strong.

- Prejudice and Misunderstanding: The theme of pride and prejudice remains central. Characters often
misjudge one another, leading to conflict and eventual understanding.

- The Nature of Humanity: The presence of zombies raises questions about humanity and morality.
The characters must grapple with the implications of survival and the choices they make in desperate
times.

- Survival: The constant threat of zombies forces the characters to adapt and evolve. This theme



emphasizes resilience and the human capacity for growth in the face of danger.

Style and Tone

Grahame-Smith's writing style in "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies" retains much of Austen's original
prose, blending it with modern dialogue and humor. The tone is playful yet dark, effectively balancing
romance and horror. The novel invites readers to engage with both the intricate social dynamics of
Austen's world and the thrilling elements of a zombie apocalypse.

Conclusion

"Pride and Prejudice and Zombies" offers a unique and entertaining twist on a classic literary work.
Through its engaging plot, dynamic characters, and exploration of themes such as love, gender roles,
and societal expectations, the novel captivates a wide range of readers. The SparkNotes resource
serves as an invaluable tool for those looking to delve deeper into the intricacies of the story, helping
to illuminate the connections between Austen's original work and Grahame-Smith's imaginative
retelling. Whether a fan of classic literature, horror, or both, readers will find something to appreciate
in this innovative fusion of genres.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies'?
'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' is a parody that combines Jane Austen's classic novel 'Pride and
Prejudice' with the zombie genre, introducing a world where the main characters must navigate
societal expectations while also fighting off a zombie apocalypse.

How does the character of Elizabeth Bennet differ in 'Pride
and Prejudice and Zombies' compared to the original?
In 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies', Elizabeth Bennet is portrayed as a skilled warrior trained in
martial arts, adding a layer of strength and independence to her character while still maintaining her
wit and intelligence.

What role do zombies play in the plot of 'Pride and Prejudice
and Zombies'?
Zombies serve as both a literal threat and a metaphor for societal decay, influencing the characters'
relationships and decisions, ultimately intertwining with the themes of class and gender.



How does the novel address themes of class and social
status?
The novel satirizes class and social status by placing characters in absurd situations where the
importance of societal norms is challenged by the more urgent threat of zombies, highlighting the
absurdity of rigid class structures.

What is the significance of the character Mr. Darcy in this
adaptation?
Mr. Darcy retains his role as a wealthy and proud gentleman, but in this adaptation, he also becomes
a formidable zombie fighter, allowing for a unique blend of romance and action as Elizabeth navigates
her feelings for him amid the chaos.

Are there significant plot changes from the original 'Pride and
Prejudice'?
Yes, while the overall narrative follows the original plot, key moments are altered to incorporate
zombie-fighting scenes and new conflicts that arise from the zombie threat, creating a fresh take on
the familiar storyline.

What are some of the key differences in the setting of 'Pride
and Prejudice and Zombies'?
The setting retains the Regency-era backdrop of 'Pride and Prejudice', but it is infused with elements
of horror, such as zombie-infested towns and battlefields, creating a darkly comedic atmosphere.

How does humor play a role in 'Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies'?
Humor is integral to the novel, as it juxtaposes the absurdity of the zombie apocalypse with the
refined manners of the Regency era, resulting in comedic situations that critique both the genre and
societal norms.

What can readers learn about gender roles from this
adaptation?
Readers can observe a subversion of traditional gender roles, as female characters take on active,
assertive roles in combat and society, challenging the expectations of women during the Regency
period while still grappling with romantic entanglements.
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