
pride and prejudice and zombies dawn
of the dreadfuls
Pride and Prejudice and Zombies: Dawn of the Dreadfuls is an intriguing blend
of classic literature and zombie horror that continues to capture the
imagination of readers. This prequel to Seth Grahame-Smith's original mashup,
"Pride and Prejudice and Zombies," takes fans deeper into the world of
Regency England, where societal norms clash with the undead epidemic. In this
article, we will explore the origins of this captivating narrative, its main
themes, character development, and why it remains a noteworthy addition to
the zombie genre.

Origins of Pride and Prejudice and Zombies:
Dawn of the Dreadfuls

The concept of merging Jane Austen's beloved novel "Pride and Prejudice" with
a zombie apocalypse originated with Seth Grahame-Smith in his 2009
publication. The success of this unique twist on a classic prompted the
creation of "Dawn of the Dreadfuls," which was penned by Steve Hockensmith
and released in 2010. This prequel offers readers a glimpse into the events
leading up to the zombie outbreak that disrupts the genteel lives of the
Bennet sisters.

What Makes It a Prequel?

"Dawn of the Dreadfuls" serves as a backstory to the original mashup,
detailing the rise of the zombie threat in Meryton. The narrative unfolds
before the events of "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies," providing context and
depth to the characters and their struggles. Here are some key points that
highlight its prequel status:

Character Development: Readers witness the evolution of Elizabeth Bennet
and her sisters as they sharpen their martial skills to combat the
encroaching undead.

Setting the Scene: The novel explores the early signs of the zombie
infestation, allowing readers to understand the societal impact of the
impending horror.

New Characters: Hockensmith introduces several new figures, including a
mysterious stranger, who plays a crucial role in the unfolding chaos.



Main Themes of Dawn of the Dreadfuls

"Dawn of the Dreadfuls" explores various themes that resonate with both fans
of Austen's work and horror enthusiasts. Here are some of the prominent
themes found within the narrative:

Societal Expectations vs. Personal Desire

The Bennet sisters grapple with societal norms that dictate their behavior
while simultaneously facing the threat of the undead. Their struggle against
both zombies and the expectations placed upon them serves as a commentary on
the limitations imposed on women during the Regency era.

Family and Loyalty

Family dynamics play a crucial role in the story as the Bennets band together
to protect one another from the growing zombie threat. Their loyalty becomes
a central theme as they navigate danger and the complexities of their
relationships.

Empowerment and Survival

The novel emphasizes empowerment, particularly for female characters. The
sisters are not merely damsels in distress; they are skilled warriors ready
to fight for their survival. This theme resonates with modern readers who
appreciate narratives featuring strong, independent women.

Character Development

Character arcs in "Dawn of the Dreadfuls" are integral to the story's
progression. The novel delves into the personalities of the Bennet sisters,
enriching their portrayals compared to the original Austen work.

Elizabeth Bennet

Elizabeth is depicted as a determined and skilled fighter, embodying courage
and intelligence. As she faces the undead, her character evolves, showcasing
her strength and resourcefulness amidst chaos.



Jane Bennet

Jane, known for her beauty and kindness, is portrayed as more than just a
romantic interest. Her character grapples with the harsh realities of
survival while maintaining her compassion, adding depth to her persona.

New Characters

The introduction of new characters, such as the enigmatic Captain, provides
fresh dynamics. His backstory and motivations add layers to the narrative,
enhancing the overall conflict and intrigue.

Why It Stands Out in the Zombie Genre

"Pride and Prejudice and Zombies: Dawn of the Dreadfuls" distinguishes itself
within the zombie genre for several reasons:

Literary Fusion: The unique combination of classic literature and horror
elements appeals to a diverse readership, bridging the gap between
genres.

Humor and Wit: Hockensmith’s writing retains Austen’s sharp wit, making
the novel both entertaining and thought-provoking.

Strong Female Protagonists: The portrayal of empowered women fighting
against societal norms and zombies offers a refreshing perspective in
both the literary and horror landscapes.

Conclusion: Embracing the Unconventional

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies: Dawn of the Dreadfuls is a masterful blend
of classic literature and horror that captivates readers with its unique
premise and engaging character arcs. As a prequel, it provides essential
context for the events that unfold in "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies,"
while also standing on its own as a compelling narrative. The themes of
empowerment, loyalty, and societal struggle resonate deeply, making it a
noteworthy addition to the zombie genre and an enjoyable read for fans of
both literary classics and horror fiction. Whether you are a die-hard Austen
fan or a zombie aficionado, this novel offers a delightful journey into a
world where the undead and societal expectations collide.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies: Dawn of
the Dreadfuls'?
'Dawn of the Dreadfuls' is a prequel to the novel 'Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies' by Seth Grahame-Smith, blending Jane Austen's classic story with a
zombie apocalypse.

Who is the author of 'Dawn of the Dreadfuls'?
The book is authored by Steve Hockensmith, who continues the story set by
Seth Grahame-Smith in the original mashup.

What are the main themes explored in 'Dawn of the
Dreadfuls'?
The novel explores themes of social class, gender roles, and survival in a
world infested with zombies, while maintaining the wit and romantic elements
of Austen's work.

How does 'Dawn of the Dreadfuls' connect to the
original 'Pride and Prejudice'?
The prequel sets the stage for the events of 'Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies' by detailing how the characters, particularly the Bennet sisters,
became skilled in combat against the undead.

What new characters are introduced in 'Dawn of the
Dreadfuls'?
New characters include the likes of Dr. Keckilpenny, who plays a significant
role in the development of the zombie-fighting skills of the Bennet sisters.

Is 'Dawn of the Dreadfuls' suitable for readers who
haven't read the original 'Pride and Prejudice'?
Yes, while familiarity with the original work enhances the experience, 'Dawn
of the Dreadfuls' can be enjoyed on its own as a humorous and thrilling
zombie tale.

What tone does 'Dawn of the Dreadfuls' maintain
throughout the story?
The book maintains a playful and satirical tone, blending horror elements
with the charm of Regency-era romance and social commentary.



How does the novel address the issues of femininity
and feminism?
The novel empowers its female characters through their martial skills and
independence, challenging traditional gender roles while navigating societal
expectations.

What can readers expect from the action scenes in
'Dawn of the Dreadfuls'?
Readers can expect fast-paced, inventive action scenes as the Bennet sisters
face off against hordes of zombies, showcasing their combat training and
resilience.
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