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Pretties Uglies 2 Scott Westerfeld continues the captivating journey of a dystopian world where
beauty and conformity reign supreme. In this sequel to "Uglies," Scott Westerfeld delves deeper into
the societal impacts of cosmetic surgery, social hierarchies, and the quest for identity. This article
explores the themes, characters, and societal implications presented in "Pretties," providing a
comprehensive understanding of this intriguing installment in the Uglies series.

Overview of the Uglies Series

The Uglies series, which includes "Uglies," "Pretties," "Specials," and "Extras," is set in a futuristic
society where individuals undergo surgery at the age of sixteen to become "Pretties." This
transformation is not merely physical but is deeply intertwined with societal expectations and norms.
The series raises questions about beauty, individuality, and the lengths to which society will go to
enforce conformity.

Plot Summary of Pretties

"Pretties" picks up where "Uglies" left off, following Tally Youngblood as she navigates her new life as
a Pretty. The novel explores her experiences and challenges in a society that prioritizes beauty above
all else. Here's a brief overview of the plot:

1. Transformation and Adjustment: Tally undergoes the surgery that transforms her from an Ugly to a
Pretty, enjoying her new life, filled with parties and superficial friendships.

2. The Effects of the Operation: The surgery not only alters physical appearance but also affects
mental faculties, dulling critical thinking and emotional depth. As Tally adjusts to her new life, she
begins to feel a sense of disconnection from her former self and from those around her.

3. Reunion with Old Friends: Tally reunites with her friend Shay, who has also undergone the
transformation. Their friendship is tested as they navigate the superficiality of their new world and the
underlying control of the government.

4. The Discovery of Truth: Tally and Shay stumble upon a rebellion movement known as the
“Smokies,” which seeks to challenge the societal norms imposed by the Pretty society. This leads
Tally to question her new identity and the cost of her beauty.

Thematic Exploration

Scott Westerfeld's "Pretties" delves into several profound themes, making it a rich narrative for
readers to analyze.

Beauty and Identity



One of the most prominent themes in "Pretties" is the concept of beauty and its influence on identity.
The characters grapple with their sense of self post-transformation, which raises questions such as:

- What defines beauty?
- How does society shape our perception of ourselves?
- Can we truly be ourselves in a world that demands conformity?

Tally’s journey is emblematic of the struggle between individual identity and societal expectations.
Readers witness her internal conflict as she oscillates between embracing her new appearance and
longing for the authenticity of her former self.

Conformity vs. Rebellion

The tension between conformity and rebellion is another critical theme in "Pretties." The societal
structure demands that all individuals conform to the beauty standards set by the government. Those
who resist or challenge these norms risk ostracism or worse.

- The role of the “Smokies”: This group represents the voice of rebellion, advocating for authenticity
and self-acceptance.

- Tally’s transformation: Her initial acceptance of the Pretty lifestyle showcases the allure of
conformity, while her eventual awakening illustrates the human desire for freedom and individuality.

Social Hierarchies

Westerfeld also critiques social hierarchies, particularly how they are constructed and maintained
through physical appearance. The Pretties are viewed as superior to Uglies, leading to a culture of
elitism and discrimination.

- Class divisions: The narrative highlights how beauty creates a divide, where those deemed "ugly"
are marginalized.

- Consequences of beauty standards: Characters like Tally and Shay experience firsthand the
consequences of a society that equates beauty with worth, sparking discussions about self-esteem
and societal pressure.

Character Development

The characters in "Pretties" are richly developed, each contributing to the novel's themes and moral
dilemmas.

Tally Youngblood

Tally is the protagonist whose journey from Ugly to Pretty serves as the backbone of the narrative.
Her character development is significant:



- Transformation: Tally’s transition signifies more than just a physical change; it represents her
struggle with identity and self-worth.

- Inner Conflict: Throughout the story, Tally experiences an internal battle between her desire for
beauty and her yearning for authenticity.

Shay

Shay serves as both a friend and a foil to Tally. While they share a bond, their responses to the
transformation differ:

- Acceptance of the Pretty lifestyle: Shay embraces her new identity, illustrating the allure of
conformity.

- Catalyst for Change: Shay's involvement with the Smokies pushes Tally to reconsider her choices
and ultimately question the society they inhabit.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters, including the leaders of the Smokies and other Pretties, play crucial roles
in highlighting the societal dynamics:

- David: Tally's love interest, who represents the ideals of rebellion and authenticity.

- The authority figures: Characters representing the societal structure showcase the oppressive nature
of the Pretty system.

Societal Implications

"Pretties" raises significant societal questions that resonate with contemporary readers. The novel
serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of prioritizing beauty and conformity.

Real-World Parallels

Westerfeld's portrayal of a beauty-obsessed society mirrors real-world issues, such as:
- Cosmetic surgery: The normalization of cosmetic procedures and the pressure to conform to beauty
standards is a relevant topic today.

- Social Media Influence: The impact of social media on self-image and the pursuit of perfection is a
modern-day reflection of Westerfeld’s world.

Critical Reception

"Pretties" has garnered both praise and criticism since its release. Key points include:



- Positive Aspects: Many readers appreciate the exploration of complex themes and the development
of relatable characters.

- Critiques: Some critics argue that the pacing can be slow and that certain plot points feel
predictable. Despite this, the book remains a staple in young adult literature.

Conclusion

In "Pretties," Scott Westerfeld crafts a thought-provoking narrative that challenges societal norms
around beauty and conformity. Through Tally's journey, readers are encouraged to reflect on their
values and the impact of societal pressures on individual identity. The themes of rebellion, social
hierarchies, and the quest for authenticity resonate deeply, making "Pretties" not just a sequel but a
significant contribution to the conversation about beauty and self-acceptance in today's world. As
readers engage with Tally’s story, they are left questioning the true meaning of beauty and the
importance of embracing one’s authentic self.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Pretties’' by Scott Westerfeld?

The main theme of 'Pretties' revolves around the societal pressures of beauty and the consequences
of conformity, exploring how these pressures affect individual identity and relationships.

How does 'Pretties' connect to its predecessor, 'Uglies'?

'Pretties' continues the story from 'Uglies’, following the protagonist Tally Youngblood as she
navigates the challenges and moral dilemmas of living in a society that prioritizes physical
appearance over individuality.

What role does the character Tally Youngblood play in
'Pretties'?

Tally Youngblood is the main character who has undergone the transformation from 'ugly' to 'pretty".
In 'Pretties', she grapples with her new identity and the implications of her choices in a society
obsessed with beauty.

What are the 'Pretties' and how do they differ from the
‘Uglies'?

In the context of the series, 'Pretties' refer to individuals who have undergone surgery to enhance
their physical appearance, making them conform to societal beauty standards, while 'Uglies' are
those who have not yet undergone this transformation.



What are the societal implications depicted in 'Pretties'?

'Pretties’ critiques the obsession with physical beauty and the lengths to which society goes to
enforce conformity, including the use of surgery and manipulation, highlighting the loss of
individuality and critical thinking.

How does Scott Westerfeld use technology in 'Pretties'?

Westerfeld uses technology as a tool to illustrate the extreme measures taken by society to achieve
beauty, including advanced cosmetic surgeries and mind-altering treatments that raise questions
about ethics and autonomy.

What is the significance of the 'Specials' in the context of
'Pretties'?

'Specials' are a group of enforcers in the series who are enhanced to maintain control over the
'Pretties' and 'Uglies'. They represent the extreme end of societal manipulation and the dangers of
power dynamics within a beauty-obsessed culture.

How does the character development of Tally evolve
throughout 'Pretties'?

Tally's character evolves from a naive individual seeking acceptance to someone who begins to
guestion the value of beauty and the implications of her choices, leading her to challenge the societal
norms imposed on her.

What impact has 'Pretties' had on young adult literature?

'Pretties' has significantly influenced young adult literature by addressing critical themes such as
identity, societal expectations, and the consequences of superficiality, resonating with readers and
sparking discussions about beauty standards.
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