
preterite vs imperfect worksheet with
answers
Preterite vs Imperfect Worksheet with Answers is an essential tool for Spanish language learners,
helping them grasp the nuances between two fundamental past tenses in Spanish: the preterite and
the imperfect. Understanding when to use these tenses can significantly enhance communication
skills and comprehension in Spanish. In this article, we will explore the differences between the
preterite and imperfect tenses, provide examples, and include a worksheet with answers to solidify
your understanding.

Understanding the Preterite Tense

The preterite tense is used to describe actions that were completed in the past. It emphasizes the
fact that an action has been finished, often with a clear beginning and end.

Key Characteristics of the Preterite Tense

- Completed Actions: The preterite is used for actions that have been completed at a specific point in
time.
- Example: "Ayer fui al cine." (Yesterday I went to the cinema.)

- Specific Time Frames: It is often used with time expressions that indicate a specific moment.
- Example: "El año pasado viajé a España." (Last year I traveled to Spain.)

- Sequential Actions: The preterite is also used to list actions that occurred in succession.
- Example: "Me levanté, me vestí y salí de casa." (I got up, got dressed, and left the house.)

Understanding the Imperfect Tense

The imperfect tense, in contrast, is used to describe actions that were ongoing or habitual in the
past. It paints a broader picture of what was happening over a period of time without focusing on the
completion of the action.

Key Characteristics of the Imperfect Tense

- Ongoing Actions: The imperfect describes actions that were happening without a definite end.
- Example: "Cuando era niño, iba al parque todos los días." (When I was a child, I used to go to the
park every day.)

- Habitual Actions: It is used for actions that were repeated regularly.



- Example: "Cada verano, visitábamos a nuestros abuelos." (Every summer, we visited our
grandparents.)

- Descriptions: The imperfect can also describe people, places, and situations in the past.
- Example: "Era un día soleado y hacía calor." (It was a sunny day and it was hot.)

Comparing Preterite and Imperfect

To better understand when to use each tense, it helps to compare their functions in similar contexts.
Here are key differences:

| Aspect | Preterite | Imperfect |
|---------------------------|-----------------------------------------------|------------------------------------------------|
| Action Completion | Indicates completed actions | Indicates ongoing or incomplete actions |
| Time Specificity | Specific time frames | General time frames |
| Repetition | Rarely used for habitual actions | Commonly used for habitual actions |
| Descriptions | Rarely used for descriptions | Often used for descriptions |

Worksheet: Preterite vs Imperfect

Below is a worksheet designed to reinforce your understanding of the preterite and imperfect
tenses. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

1. Cuando yo (ser) __________ niño, (jugar) __________ en el parque todos los días.
2. Ayer (comer) __________ pizza en el restaurante.
3. Mis amigos (ir) __________ a la playa cada verano.
4. El sábado pasado (ver) __________ una película muy interesante.
5. Mientras ella (estudiar) __________, su hermano (escuchar) __________ música.
6. (Hacer) __________ frío cuando salí de casa esta mañana.
7. Cada semana, nosotros (visitar) __________ a nuestros abuelos.
8. La semana pasada, (comprar) __________ un coche nuevo.
9. Cuando tú (llegar) __________, nosotros (cenar) __________.
10. De niño, (gustar) __________ mucho los dinosaurios.

Answers to the Worksheet

Now, let's provide the answers to the worksheet to check your understanding.

1. Cuando yo era niño, jugaba en el parque todos los días.
2. Ayer comí pizza en el restaurante.
3. Mis amigos iban a la playa cada verano.
4. El sábado pasado vi una película muy interesante.
5. Mientras ella estudiaba, su hermano escuchaba música.
6. Hacía frío cuando salí de casa esta mañana.



7. Cada semana, nosotros visitábamos a nuestros abuelos.
8. La semana pasada, compré un coche nuevo.
9. Cuando tú llegaste, nosotros cenábamos.
10. De niño, me gustaban mucho los dinosaurios.

Practical Tips for Using Preterite and Imperfect

Mastering the preterite and imperfect can be challenging, but here are some practical tips to help
you:

- Contextual Clues: Pay attention to context clues in sentences. Words like "ayer," "la semana
pasada," and "el año pasado" often indicate the use of the preterite. In contrast, terms like
"siempre," "cada," and "mientras" suggest the imperfect.

- Practice Regularly: Consistent practice is key to mastering these tenses. Use flashcards, engage in
conversation, and complete exercises to reinforce learning.

- Storytelling: Try telling stories in both tenses. For example, narrate a past event using the preterite
and then describe your childhood using the imperfect.

- Visual Aids: Create charts or diagrams that visually represent the differences between the two
tenses. This can help reinforce memory.

Conclusion

The preterite vs imperfect worksheet with answers is a valuable resource for learners of Spanish,
providing clarity on the differences and uses of these two past tenses. By understanding their
distinct characteristics, practicing regularly, and paying attention to context, learners can enhance
their fluency and confidence in speaking and writing in Spanish. With time and effort, the nuances
between these tenses will become second nature, allowing for more expressive and accurate
communication in the language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary difference between the preterite and
imperfect tenses in Spanish?
The preterite tense is used to describe completed actions in the past, while the imperfect tense
describes ongoing or habitual actions in the past.

When should I use the preterite tense in a sentence?
Use the preterite tense for actions that are viewed as completed, events that happened at a specific



point in time, or actions that occurred a specific number of times.

Can you give an example of the imperfect tense in a sentence?
Sure! An example of the imperfect tense is: 'Cuando era niño, jugaba afuera todos los días.' (When I
was a child, I played outside every day.)

What are some common triggers that indicate the use of the
imperfect tense?
Common triggers for the imperfect include 'siempre' (always), 'a menudo' (often), 'generalmente'
(generally), and 'cada día' (every day).

How can I differentiate when to use preterite vs imperfect in
storytelling?
In storytelling, use the preterite for specific events that advance the plot and the imperfect for
background details, descriptions, or ongoing actions.

What verbs are typically irregular in the preterite tense?
Some common irregular verbs in the preterite tense include 'ir' (to go), 'ser' (to be), 'hacer' (to
do/make), and 'tener' (to have).

Is there a worksheet available for practicing preterite vs
imperfect with answers?
Yes, many educational websites offer worksheets on preterite vs imperfect, often including exercises
and answer keys for self-assessment.
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