presa canario breed history

Presa Canario is a fascinating breed with a rich history that traces back to
the Canary Islands. Known for its robust physique and strong temperament, the
Presa Canario has evolved significantly over the centuries. This breed has
not only served as a working dog but has also become a beloved companion for
many dog enthusiasts. In this article, we will explore the origins,
development, and characteristics of the Presa Canario, along with its role in
modern society.

Origins of the Presa Canario

The history of the Presa Canario is both complex and intriguing, reflecting
the diverse influences that shaped the breed.

Early Beginnings

1. Ancestral Roots:

The Presa Canario's lineage can be traced back to the Molosser-type dogs
brought to the Canary Islands by Spanish explorers and settlers in the 15th
century. These dogs were primarily used for herding and protecting livestock.

2. Influence of Various Breeds:

The breed is believed to be a cross between the Spanish Mastiff, the Bardino,
and other local breeds. This blend of genetics contributed to the Presa
Canario's distinctive physical traits and temperament.

3. Adaptation to Environment:

The rugged terrain of the Canary Islands necessitated a strong and resilient
dog, capable of working in harsh conditions. The Presa Canario evolved as an
effective working dog, adept at managing livestock and guarding farms.

Historical Significance

The role of the Presa Canario in the history of the Canary Islands cannot be
understated:

- Livestock Guardian:

Originally bred to herd and guard livestock, the Presa Canario was essential
for farmers and ranchers. Their protective instincts and strong jaws made
them excellent guardians against predators.

- Cultural Symbol:
The breed became ingrained in the culture of the Canary Islands, representing



strength and loyalty. It often featured in local folklore and was a symbol of
pride among island residents.

- Evolution Through Breeding:

Over time, the breed was selectively bred for specific traits, enhancing its
abilities as a working dog. This included focusing on size, strength, and
temperamental stability.

Development and Recognition

The journey of the Presa Canario from a working dog to a recognized breed is
marked by significant milestones.

20th Century Developments

1. Decline in Population:

During the 20th century, the Presa Canario faced a decline in numbers due to
changes in farming practices and the introduction of modern machinery. The
need for traditional herding dogs decreased, putting the breed at risk.

2. Efforts for Preservation:

In the 1970s, a group of enthusiasts began to recognize the need to preserve
the breed. They initiated breeding programs aimed at revitalizing the Presa
Canario while maintaining its original characteristics.

3. Establishment of Breed Standards:

In 1982, the Presa Canario was officially recognized by the Spanish Kennel
Club (Real Sociedad Canina de Espafa, RSCE). This recognition was crucial for
establishing breed standards and promoting responsible breeding practices.

International Recognition

- FCI Recognition:

In 1989, the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI) granted
international recognition to the Presa Canario. This marked a significant
step in promoting the breed beyond its native islands.

- Popularity Growth:

As interest in the breed grew worldwide, the Presa Canario began to gain
popularity in various countries, including the United States. Its unique
appearance and loyal nature attracted many dog lovers.

- Recognition by Other Organizations:
The American Kennel Club (AKC) does not recognize the Presa Canario as a
formal breed but acknowledges it through its Foundation Stock Service, which



allows for the registration of dogs that meet the breed's standards.

Physical Characteristics of the Presa Canario

The Presa Canario is known for its imposing stature and robust build, making
it a striking presence.

Size and Build

- Height:
Adult males typically stand between 24 to 26 inches at the shoulder, while
females range from 22 to 24 inches.

- Weight:
Males generally weigh between 110 to 145 pounds, while females weigh around
88 to 110 pounds.

- Body Structure:

The breed is characterized by a muscular body, a broad head, and a strong
jaw. Their overall appearance conveys strength and power.

Coat and Color

- Coat Type:
The Presa Canario has a short, dense coat that is easy to maintain.

- Color Variations:

Common colors include fawn, brindle, and various shades of brown. The breed
can also have white markings, particularly on the chest and paws.

Temperament and Behavior

The temperament of the Presa Canario is as noteworthy as its physical
characteristics.

Personality Traits

- Loyal and Protective:
Presa Canarios are known for their loyalty to their families. They possess a
natural guarding instinct, making them excellent watchdogs.



- Calm and Confident:
Despite their imposing size, they tend to be calm and confident. They are
usually not aggressive unless provoked, and they can be gentle with children.

- Intelligent and Trainable:

This breed is intelligent and eager to please, making them relatively easy to
train. However, early socialization and consistent training are crucial to
ensure they develop into well-rounded adults.

Socialization Needs

- Early Exposure:
Socialization should begin at a young age, exposing the dog to various
people, environments, and other animals.

- Training Techniques:
Positive reinforcement methods are recommended for training, as harsh tactics
can lead to fear or aggression.

- Family Integration:
Presa Canarios thrive in family environments where they are included in
activities. They do best with owners who can provide firm, loving leadership.

Modern Role of the Presa Canario

Today, the Presa Canario serves various roles, showcasing its versatility and
adaptability.

Working Dog

- Herding and Guarding:
While their primary role as herding dogs has diminished, many Presa Canarios
are still employed in agricultural settings for guarding livestock.

- Protection Work:
Their protective instincts make them suitable candidates for personal and
property protection.

Companionship and Family Pets

- Loyal Companions:
Many Presa Canarios are kept as family pets, where they provide companionship
and security.



- Participation in Activities:
They can excel in various dog sports, including obedience and agility, when
properly trained and socialized.

Conclusion

The Presa Canario is a breed steeped in history and tradition, with origins
that reflect its role as a working dog and protector. Its development through
the centuries has transformed it into a loyal companion and a formidable
guardian. Understanding the breed's history, characteristics, and modern
applications is essential for anyone considering adding a Presa Canario to
their family. With proper training and socialization, this breed can thrive
in various environments, continuing to showcase the remarkable traits that
have defined it for generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Presa Canario breed?

The Presa Canario, also known as the Canary Mastiff, originates from the
Canary Islands, specifically the islands of Gran Canaria and Tenerife.

What breeds contributed to the development of the
Presa Canario?

The Presa Canario is primarily descended from the now-extinct Bardino
Majorero and the Mastiff, with influences from other breeds such as the
Spanish Alano.

In what historical roles was the Presa Canario
utilized?
Historically, the Presa Canario was used as a working dog for herding cattle

and as a guard dog on farms, demonstrating its strength and protective
instincts.

When was the Presa Canario recognized as a distinct
breed?

The Presa Canario was officially recognized as a breed by the Spanish Kennel
Club (Real Sociedad Canina de Espafa) in 1982.



How did the Presa Canario almost become extinct?

The breed faced near extinction in the mid-20th century due to the decline of
traditional farming practices and the loss of interest in their utility as
working dogs.

What efforts have been made to revive the Presa
Canario breed?

Breeders began to focus on preserving and promoting the Presa Canario through
selective breeding programs and establishing breed clubs that emphasize its
historical and working traits.

What are some key characteristics of the Presa
Canario?

The Presa Canario is known for its powerful build, strong jaw, and confident
demeanor. They typically have a muscular body and a short coat, often with a
brindle pattern.

What role does the Presa Canario play in modern
society?
Today, the Presa Canario is often kept as a companion dog, as well as a

working dog in roles such as protection and search and rescue, due to their
intelligence and loyalty.

Is the Presa Canario recognized by major dog
organizations?

Yes, the Presa Canario is recognized by several organizations, including the
Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI) and the American Kennel Club
(AKC) as a mixed breed.

What health issues are common in the Presa Canario
breed?

Common health issues in the Presa Canario include hip dysplasia, elbow
dysplasia, and certain genetic conditions such as heart problems and skin
issues.
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