prepositional phrases worksheet with
answer key

Prepositional phrases are an essential component of English grammar, adding
depth and detail to sentences. They consist of a preposition followed by a noun or
pronoun, known as the object of the preposition. Understanding how to identify
and use prepositional phrases is crucial for mastering sentence structure and
improving overall writing skills. In this article, we will explore the concept of
prepositional phrases, provide a comprehensive worksheet for practice, and
include an answer key to facilitate learning.

Understanding Prepositional Phrases

Definition

A prepositional phrase is a group of words that begins with a preposition and ends with a
noun or pronoun. The noun or pronoun is known as the object of the preposition.
Prepositional phrases can function as adjectives or adverbs in a sentence, providing
additional information about a noun or verb.

Components of Prepositional Phrases

The structure of a prepositional phrase includes:

1. Preposition: The word that shows the relationship between the noun (or pronoun) and
other words in the sentence. Examples include: in, on, at, between, under, over, and with.

2. Object of the Preposition: The noun or pronoun that follows the preposition. It is the
part of the phrase that the preposition relates to.

3. Modifiers (optional): Any adjectives or additional words that modify the object of the
preposition.

Example: In the phrase "under the table," "under" is the preposition, "table" is the object,

and "the" is a modifier.

Function of Prepositional Phrases

Prepositional phrases serve several functions within sentences:



1. As Adjectives

When used as adjectives, prepositional phrases provide more information about a noun.

- Example: The book on the shelf is mine.
- "on the shelf" describes which book.

2. As Adverbs

When used as adverbs, prepositional phrases give more information about a verb,
adjective, or another adverb.

- Example: She ran to the store.
- "to the store" tells us where she ran.

3. To Show Relationships

Prepositional phrases can indicate various relationships, including time, place, direction,
and manner.

- Time: We will meet after lunch.

- Place: The cat is under the bed.

- Direction: He walked toward the park.
- Manner: She spoke with confidence.

Creating a Prepositional Phrases Worksheet

To help learners practice identifying and using prepositional phrases, we have created a
worksheet. This worksheet consists of various exercises aimed at reinforcing the
understanding of prepositional phrases.

Worksheet Instructions

Complete the following exercises:

1. Identify the Prepositional Phrases: Read the sentences below and underline the
prepositional phrases.

a. The dog slept under the tree.

b. She placed the vase on the table.

c. The meeting is scheduled for Thursday.
d. He walked through the park after lunch.
e. The cat jumped over the fence.

2. Create Sentences: Use the following prepositional phrases to create your own
sentences.



. in the morning

. between the trees

. with great enthusiasm

. during the summer

. at the corner of the street
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3. Fill in the Blanks: Complete the sentences with appropriate prepositions to form
prepositional phrases.

a. The book is  the table.

b. She arrived 3 PM.

c. The kids played  the playground.
d. We went  a walk.

e. Hesat  his desk.

4. Transform the Sentences: Rewrite the following sentences by adding a prepositional
phrase.

a. The girl sang.

b. The car is parked.

c. The flowers bloomed.
d. The dog barked.

e. The teacher explained.

Answer Key for the Worksheet

Here are the answers to the worksheet exercises provided above.

1. Identify the Prepositional Phrases

a. The dog slept under the tree.

b. She placed the vase on the table.

c. The meeting is scheduled for Thursday.
d. He walked through the park after lunch.
e. The cat jumped over the fence.

2. Create Sentences (Sample Answers)

a. I like to jog in the morning to start my day.

b. The squirrel ran between the trees to find food.

c. She danced with great enthusiasm at the party.

d. We enjoy traveling during the summer when it's warm.
e. There is a coffee shop at the corner of the street.



3. Fill in the Blanks (Sample Answers)

a. The book is on the table.

b. She arrived at 3 PM.

c. The kids played at the playground.
d. We went for a walk.

e. He sat at his desk.

4. Transform the Sentences (Sample Answers)

a. The girl sang in the garden.

b. The car is parked in the driveway.

c. The flowers bloomed in the spring.

d. The dog barked at the mailman.

e. The teacher explained during the lesson.

Conclusion

Prepositional phrases are a vital aspect of English grammar, enhancing the clarity and
richness of our sentences. By practicing with worksheets, learners can solidify their
understanding and application of prepositional phrases. The exercises provided in this
article offer a range of activities to reinforce these concepts, making it easier to recognize
and use prepositional phrases effectively. With continued practice, anyone can master this
crucial element of language, thereby improving their writing and communication skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a prepositional phrase?

A prepositional phrase is a group of words that begins with a preposition and includes the
object of the preposition, which can be a noun, pronoun, or noun phrase.

Why are prepositional phrases important in writing?

Prepositional phrases add detail and context to sentences, helping to clarify relationships
in time, space, and direction.

What are some common prepositions used in
prepositional phrases?

Common prepositions include 'in', 'on’, 'at’, 'by', 'with', 'about', 'under’, 'over', 'between’,
and 'through'.



How can I create a worksheet for practice with
prepositional phrases?

To create a worksheet, list sentences with missing prepositional phrases for students to fill
in or ask them to underline prepositional phrases in given sentences.

What should an answer key for a prepositional phrases
worksheet include?

An answer key should provide the correct prepositional phrases for each exercise, clearly
indicating the answers for easy reference.

Are there online resources available for prepositional
phrases worksheets?

Yes, many educational websites offer free printable worksheets and exercises focused on
prepositional phrases, often including answer keys.

How can I assess understanding of prepositional
phrases using a worksheet?

You can assess understanding by creating exercises that require students to identify,
create, and use prepositional phrases in different contexts.
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