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Preliminary inventory of the records of the Adjutant General's Office
Preliminary Inventory No. 17 serves as a crucial document for researchers,
historians, and military scholars interested in understanding the
administrative and operational facets of state military organizations in the
United States. This inventory organizes and details the records maintained by
the Adjutant General's Office, which plays a pivotal role in managing
military affairs at the state level. This article delves into the
significance, contents, and implications of Preliminary Inventory No. 17,
providing insights into its historical context and utility.

Understanding the Adjutant General's Office

The Adjutant General's Office (AGO) is a key component of the military
structure in each state, responsible for overseeing the administration of the
National Guard and other military organizations. The office carries out
numerous functions, including:

Maintaining personnel records of service members

Overseeing training and mobilization efforts

Coordinating state military operations and logistics

e Ensuring compliance with federal military regulations

The AGO plays a vital role in ensuring that military forces are well-prepared
and efficiently managed, particularly during times of crisis or conflict. The
records generated by this office are invaluable for historical research,
legal inquiries, and genealogical studies.

The Purpose of Preliminary Inventory No. 17

Preliminary Inventory No. 17 serves several purposes that enhance its value
as a historical document:

1. Organization of Records: The inventory systematically catalogs the vast



array of records held by the Adjutant General's Office, making it easier for
researchers to locate specific documents.

2. Preservation of History: By documenting the types of records created and
maintained, the inventory helps preserve the historical narrative of military
operations and personnel management.

3. Research Facilitation: Scholars and researchers benefit from the detailed
descriptions and categorizations, allowing them to identify relevant
materials for their studies.

Components of Preliminary Inventory No. 17

The inventory contains a wide range of records that are categorized into
various sections. Some of the primary components include:

e Administrative Records: These records outline the organizational
structure, policies, and procedures of the Adjutant General's Office.
They include correspondence, meeting minutes, and strategic plans.

¢ Personnel Records: This section contains information about service
members, including enlistment papers, discharge documents, and service
evaluations.

e Operational Records: These records document military exercises,
deployments, and mobilizations. They often include orders, reports, and
after-action reviews.

e Financial Records: Financial documentation related to budgeting,
expenditures, and payroll for military personnel and operations.

e Historical Records: This includes narratives, accounts, and reports that
provide context and insights into the military history of the state.

Each category is designed to offer a comprehensive look at the operations and
responsibilities of the Adjutant General's Office, making it easier for users
to navigate the records.

Significance of the Records



The records included in Preliminary Inventory No. 17 are significant for
various reasons:

Historical Research

Historians can utilize these records to gain insights into military
practices, societal attitudes toward service, and the evolution of state and
federal military relations. The documentation of personnel records can unveil
personal stories of service members, enriching the narrative of military
history.

Genealogical Research

For individuals tracing their family history, the personnel records can be
invaluable. These documents often contain vital information such as dates of
service, ranks held, and assignments, which can help in constructing family
trees and understanding ancestral military service.

Legal and Administrative Uses

The records may also serve legal purposes, such as verifying military service
for veterans seeking benefits. Additionally, researchers investigating
administrative practices can utilize the operational and financial records to
assess the effectiveness and efficiency of the Adjutant General's Office
throughout different time periods.

Accessing Preliminary Inventory No. 17

Access to the records outlined in Preliminary Inventory No. 17 varies by
state and may depend on the policies of individual Adjutant General's
Offices. Here are some steps researchers can follow to access these records:

1. Identify the Relevant State Office: Determine which state's Adjutant
General's Office holds the records you are interested in.

2. Contact the Office: Reach out to the office directly via phone or email
to inquire about access to Preliminary Inventory No. 17.

3. Visit the Office or Archive: If possible, plan a visit to the office or
designated archive where the records are stored. Many offices have



specific hours and rules regarding public access.

4. Utilize Online Resources: Some states may have digitized portions of
their records, allowing for easier online access. Check the official
state military or archives website for available resources.

5. Request Copies: If you find specific records you need, inquire about the
process for obtaining copies or digital scans.

Challenges and Considerations

While Preliminary Inventory No. 17 is a valuable resource, researchers may
encounter challenges when using these records:

Record Condition and Preservation

Many records may be old, fragile, or poorly preserved, which can hinder
access. Researchers should be prepared to handle documents with care and to
follow any specific guidelines set forth by the office.

Access Restrictions

Certain records may be restricted due to privacy concerns or ongoing
investigations. Understanding the office's policies on access to sensitive
information is crucial for researchers.

Interpretation of Records

The historical context in which records were created can complicate their
interpretation. Researchers should consider the time period, cultural
attitudes, and administrative practices when analyzing the documents.

Conclusion

Preliminary Inventory of the Records of the Adjutant General's Office
Preliminary Inventory No. 17 represents a critical resource for understanding
the administrative, operational, and historical dimensions of military



service at the state level. By organizing and preserving these records, the
inventory not only provides insight into the past but also facilitates
research that can influence contemporary understanding of military affairs.
Whether for academic research, genealogical exploration, or legal inquiries,
the records within this inventory hold significant value for anyone
interested in the rich tapestry of military history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Preliminary Inventory No.
17 for the Adjutant General's Office?

The Preliminary Inventory No. 17 serves to catalog and provide a systematic
overview of the records maintained by the Adjutant General's Office,
facilitating easier access and research for historians and the public.

What types of records are included in the
Preliminary Inventory No. 177

The inventory typically includes a variety of records such as personnel
files, military orders, correspondence, operational reports, and historical
documents related to the state's military operations.

How can researchers access the records listed in
Preliminary Inventory No. 177

Researchers can access the records by visiting the state archives or the
Adjutant General's Office, where they can utilize finding aids provided in
the inventory for assistance in locating specific documents.

Are there any restrictions on accessing the records
in Preliminary Inventory No. 177

Yes, some records may have access restrictions due to privacy concerns, legal
regulations, or sensitive information, and researchers may need to request
permission or provide justification for access.

What is the significance of maintaining a
preliminary inventory for historical records?

Maintaining a preliminary inventory is significant as it ensures the
preservation, organization, and accessibility of historical records, which
are vital for understanding military history and the administrative functions
of the state.
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