
prefixes and suffixes worksheets with
answers
Prefixes and suffixes worksheets with answers are essential tools for
educators and students alike, as they enhance vocabulary and understanding of
word structures. Prefixes and suffixes are affixes that modify the meanings
of root words, allowing for a richer and more nuanced use of language. By
incorporating these worksheets into learning, students can develop their
skills in decoding, spelling, and comprehension. This article delves into
various aspects of prefixes and suffixes, including their definitions, types,
examples, and ways to create effective worksheets, complete with answers to
facilitate learning.

Understanding Prefixes and Suffixes

What Are Prefixes?

Prefixes are groups of letters added to the beginning of a word to alter its
meaning. They can indicate various aspects, such as negation, repetition, or
degree. Understanding prefixes helps learners to infer the meanings of new
words they encounter.

Common Prefixes:
1. Un-: not (e.g., unhappy)
2. Re-: again (e.g., redo)
3. Pre-: before (e.g., prehistoric)
4. Dis-: opposite of (e.g., dislike)
5. Mis-: wrongly (e.g., misunderstand)

What Are Suffixes?

Suffixes are letters or groups of letters added to the end of a word, often
changing its tense, form, or meaning. They can denote parts of speech or
indicate pluralization, among other functions.

Common Suffixes:
1. -ed: past tense (e.g., walked)
2. -ing: present participle (e.g., running)
3. -ly: in a certain manner (e.g., quickly)
4. -ness: state of being (e.g., happiness)
5. -ful: full of (e.g., joyful)



The Importance of Prefixes and Suffixes in
Language Learning

Understanding prefixes and suffixes can significantly enhance a learner’s
vocabulary and reading comprehension skills. Here are some reasons why they
are so vital:

- Vocabulary Expansion: By learning prefixes and suffixes, students can
expand their vocabulary without having to memorize every new word
individually.

- Decoding Skills: Students learn to break down complex words into manageable
parts, making it easier to understand unfamiliar terms.

- Spelling Proficiency: Recognizing common prefixes and suffixes can help
with spelling, as many words share similar affixes.

- Enhancing Writing Skills: The ability to use prefixes and suffixes allows
students to vary their writing and express ideas more clearly.

Creating Effective Prefixes and Suffixes
Worksheets

When designing worksheets focused on prefixes and suffixes, it is essential
to include a variety of activities that engage different learning styles.
Here are some ideas for creating effective worksheets:

Types of Activities

1. Word Matching: Match root words with appropriate prefixes or suffixes.
- Example: Match the root word "happy" with the prefix "un-" to form
"unhappy."

2. Fill in the Blanks: Provide sentences with missing prefixes or suffixes
for students to fill in.
- Example: The teacher asked us to _______ (revisit) the book we read last
week.

3. Word Construction: Give students a list of prefixes and suffixes and ask
them to create new words from root words.
- Example: Use the root word "care" to create "careful" and "careless."

4. Multiple Choice Questions: Provide a question with several options
regarding the meaning of a word with a prefix or suffix.
- Example: What does "disagree" mean?



- a) to agree
- b) to not agree
- c) to be happy
- d) to confirm

5. Crossword Puzzles: Create crosswords using words that include various
prefixes and suffixes.

6. Word Sorting: Ask students to sort words based on their prefixes or
suffixes into categories.

Sample Worksheet: Prefixes and Suffixes

Worksheet Instructions:
Complete the following exercises on prefixes and suffixes.

1. Match the prefix/suffix to the root word:
a) Happy
b) Play
c) Care
d) Like

i) Un-
ii) Re-
iii) -ful
iv) Dis-

2. Fill in the blanks with the correct prefix or suffix:
1. The weather was so _______ (joy) that we decided to go for a picnic.
2. She needed to _______ (do) her homework again because it was incorrect.

3. Create new words using the following prefixes and suffixes:
- Prefix: "pre-"
- Suffix: "-ness"

4. Choose the correct option:
What does the word "misinterpret" mean?
a) to interpret correctly
b) to misunderstand
c) to analyze
d) to clarify

Answers to the Sample Worksheet

1. Matching Answers:
a) Happy - iv) Dis- (Dishappy)
b) Play - ii) Re- (Replay)



c) Care - iii) -ful (Careful)
d) Like - i) Un- (Unlikely)

2. Fill in the Blanks Answers:
1. The weather was so joyful that we decided to go for a picnic.
2. She needed to redo her homework again because it was incorrect.

3. Created Words:
- Pre- + Care = Precare
- Care + -ness = Carefulness

4. Multiple Choice Answer:
What does the word "misinterpret" mean?
b) to misunderstand

Conclusion

Incorporating prefixes and suffixes worksheets with answers into language
learning is an effective method for improving vocabulary, spelling, and
comprehension. By engaging students with diverse activities that challenge
their understanding and application of these linguistic elements, educators
can foster a deeper appreciation for the intricacies of language. Whether
through matching games, fill-in-the-blank exercises, or creative word-
building tasks, these worksheets serve as valuable resources that can enhance
students' language skills and boost their confidence in using English
effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are prefixes and suffixes?
Prefixes are letters added to the beginning of a word to change its meaning,
while suffixes are letters added to the end of a word for the same purpose.

Why are worksheets on prefixes and suffixes
important for learning?
Worksheets help reinforce the understanding of word formation, improve
vocabulary, and enhance reading and writing skills by allowing students to
practice recognizing and using prefixes and suffixes.

What types of activities are commonly found in
prefixes and suffixes worksheets?
Common activities include matching prefixes or suffixes with their meanings,



filling in the blanks to complete words, and creating new words by adding
prefixes or suffixes to provided base words.

How can I find prefixes and suffixes worksheets with
answers?
You can find worksheets with answers by searching educational websites,
teachers' resource sites, or printing from online educational platforms that
offer free or purchasable worksheets.

What age group is suitable for prefixes and suffixes
worksheets?
Prefixes and suffixes worksheets are generally suitable for elementary to
middle school students, typically ranging from ages 6 to 14, depending on
their reading and language development levels.

Can prefixes and suffixes worksheets be used for ESL
learners?
Yes, prefixes and suffixes worksheets are beneficial for ESL learners as they
help improve vocabulary, comprehension, and pronunciation by exposing them to
word structures in English.
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