
prefix and suffix worksheets with
answers
Prefix and suffix worksheets with answers are invaluable tools for educators and learners
alike, offering a structured approach to understanding the essential components of
English vocabulary. Prefixes and suffixes are affixes that modify the meanings of root
words and are crucial in expanding one's vocabulary and enhancing comprehension skills.
This article will explore the importance of prefixes and suffixes, provide examples, and
offer worksheets along with answers to facilitate learning.

Understanding Prefixes and Suffixes

What are Prefixes?
Prefixes are letters or groups of letters added to the beginning of a word to alter its
meaning. They can indicate negation, repetition, direction, and other modifications. Here
are some common prefixes:

1. Un-: means "not" (e.g., unhappy, unkind)
2. Re-: means "again" (e.g., redo, rewrite)
3. Pre-: means "before" (e.g., preschool, preheat)
4. Dis-: means "opposite" (e.g., disagree, disconnect)
5. Mis-: means "wrongly" (e.g., misinterpret, misplace)

What are Suffixes?
Suffixes are letters or groups of letters added to the end of a word to change its meaning
or grammatical function. They can denote tense, number, or various grammatical
categories. Some common suffixes include:

1. -ing: indicates the present participle (e.g., running, swimming)
2. -ed: indicates the past tense (e.g., walked, jumped)
3. -ly: turns adjectives into adverbs (e.g., quickly, softly)
4. -ness: forms nouns from adjectives (e.g., happiness, darkness)
5. -able: indicates capability (e.g., readable, enjoyable)

The Importance of Prefixes and Suffixes

Understanding prefixes and suffixes is crucial for several reasons:

- Vocabulary Expansion: Learning prefixes and suffixes allows learners to decode
unfamiliar words, enhancing their vocabulary.



- Reading Comprehension: A strong grasp of affixes can improve reading skills, as students
can infer the meanings of new words based on their components.
- Spelling Skills: Knowing how to correctly use prefixes and suffixes can help with spelling,
as many affixed words follow specific patterns.
- Language Development: For younger learners, prefixes and suffixes are foundational
elements in language development, enabling them to construct and deconstruct words
effectively.

Prefix and Suffix Worksheets

To aid learners in mastering prefixes and suffixes, here are some worksheets that can be
used in the classroom or for individual practice.

Worksheet 1: Prefix Identification
Instructions: Identify the prefix in each of the following words and write its meaning.

1. Unhappy - __________ (Meaning: __________)
2. Preview - __________ (Meaning: __________)
3. Misunderstand - __________ (Meaning: __________)
4. Disagree - __________ (Meaning: __________)
5. Rebuild - __________ (Meaning: __________)

Worksheet 2: Suffix Application
Instructions: Add the correct suffix to each root word to create a new word.

1. Quick - __________ (with suffix -ly)
2. Joy - __________ (with suffix -ness)
3. Read - __________ (with suffix -able)
4. Act - __________ (with suffix -ing)
5. Create - __________ (with suffix -ion)

Worksheet 3: Fill in the Blanks
Instructions: Fill in the blanks with the appropriate prefix or suffix from the list provided.

List: un-, re-, -ed, -ing, -able

1. The teacher asked us to __________ the homework we had done last week.
2. She was __________ because she lost her favorite toy.
3. The book was so good that it was hard to put it __________.
4. His attitude was quite __________ towards the project.
5. It is __________ to read in low light.



Worksheet 4: Word Transformation
Instructions: Transform the given words by adding the appropriate prefix or suffix.

1. Happy - __________ (add prefix un-)
2. Teach - __________ (add suffix -er)
3. Care - __________ (add suffix -ful)
4. Connect - __________ (add prefix dis-)
5. Play - __________ (add suffix -ed)

Answers to Worksheets

Here are the answers to the worksheets provided above.

Worksheet 1: Prefix Identification Answers
1. Unhappy - un- (Meaning: not)
2. Preview - pre- (Meaning: before)
3. Misunderstand - mis- (Meaning: wrongly)
4. Disagree - dis- (Meaning: opposite)
5. Rebuild - re- (Meaning: again)

Worksheet 2: Suffix Application Answers
1. Quickly
2. Joyfulness
3. Readable
4. Acting
5. Creation

Worksheet 3: Fill in the Blanks Answers
1. Rebuild
2. Unhappy
3. Reading
4. Unkind
5. Unreadable

Worksheet 4: Word Transformation Answers
1. Unhappy
2. Teacher
3. Careful
4. Disconnect
5. Played



Tips for Teaching Prefixes and Suffixes

Educators can employ various strategies to teach prefixes and suffixes effectively:

- Interactive Activities: Use games and interactive activities such as matching prefixes and
suffixes to their meanings, or word-building exercises.
- Visual Aids: Create charts that display common prefixes and suffixes along with their
meanings to help students visualize the concepts.
- Contextual Learning: Encourage students to read passages that contain a variety of
prefixed and suffixed words and identify them in context.
- Group Work: Allow students to work in pairs or groups to create sentences using new
words formed with prefixes and suffixes.

Conclusion

Prefix and suffix worksheets with answers serve as an effective means to enhance
vocabulary and comprehension skills in learners. By understanding how prefixes and
suffixes function, students can decode new words, improve their spelling, and expand their
language proficiency. With the resources and strategies outlined in this article, educators
can foster a deeper understanding of affixation, making learning both engaging and
effective.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are prefix and suffix worksheets used for?
Prefix and suffix worksheets are used to help students understand and practice how to
modify root words by adding prefixes or suffixes, enhancing their vocabulary and spelling
skills.

Where can I find printable prefix and suffix worksheets?
Printable prefix and suffix worksheets can be found on educational websites, teacher
resource platforms, and various online marketplaces that specialize in educational
materials.

What age group are prefix and suffix worksheets
suitable for?
Prefix and suffix worksheets are generally suitable for elementary and middle school
students, typically ranging from ages 6 to 14, depending on their reading and language
development.



Can you provide an example of a prefix and suffix in a
worksheet question?
Sure! An example question could be: 'Add the correct prefix to the root word 'legal' to
form a new word.' (Answer: 'illegal').

How can using prefix and suffix worksheets improve
literacy skills?
Using prefix and suffix worksheets can improve literacy skills by helping students decode
new words, understand word meanings, and expand their vocabulary, which are essential
skills for reading comprehension.

Are there any online tools for practicing prefixes and
suffixes?
Yes, there are several online tools and interactive websites that offer exercises, games,
and quizzes focused on prefixes and suffixes, allowing for engaging practice beyond
traditional worksheets.
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