
prefix and suffix worksheet 5th grade
Prefix and suffix worksheet 5th grade activities are an essential part of enhancing a
young learner's vocabulary and understanding of word formation. By teaching students
how prefixes and suffixes modify root words, educators can help them improve their
reading comprehension and writing skills. In this article, we will explore the importance of
prefixes and suffixes, provide examples, and suggest some engaging activities along with a
worksheet that can be used in the 5th-grade classroom.

Understanding Prefixes and Suffixes

Prefixes and suffixes are types of affixes that attach to the beginning or end of root words,
respectively. They modify the meaning of the root word and can change its grammatical
function.

What is a Prefix?

A prefix is a group of letters added to the beginning of a word. It can change the word's
meaning significantly. Here are some common prefixes:

un- (not): unhappy, unkind

re- (again): redo, rewrite

dis- (opposite of): disagree, disapprove

mis- (wrongly): misinterpret, misunderstand

pre- (before): preview, prehistoric

What is a Suffix?

A suffix is a group of letters added to the end of a word. It can change the word's meaning
or its part of speech. Some common suffixes include:

-ful (full of): joyful, beautiful

-less (without): hopeless, fearless

-able (capable of): readable, manageable



-er (one who): teacher, runner

-ing (action or process): running, jumping

The Importance of Teaching Prefixes and Suffixes
in 5th Grade

Teaching prefixes and suffixes in the 5th grade is crucial for several reasons:

1. Vocabulary Expansion

Understanding prefixes and suffixes allows students to decode unfamiliar words. For
instance, if a student knows that "un-" means "not," they can infer that "unhappy" means
"not happy."

2. Improved Reading Comprehension

Students who grasp the concept of word parts can better understand the context of what
they read. This comprehension aids in their ability to make inferences and predictions
based on the text.

3. Enhanced Writing Skills

When students know how to use prefixes and suffixes, they can create more complex and
varied sentences. This skill is particularly important for their writing assignments, where
creativity and clarity are paramount.

4. Preparation for Higher Education

As students progress in their education, they will encounter more complex vocabulary. A
solid understanding of prefixes and suffixes will equip them with the tools needed to tackle
advanced reading materials in middle school and beyond.

Activities to Reinforce Learning

Incorporating engaging activities can make learning about prefixes and suffixes more
enjoyable for 5th-grade students. Here are some effective activities:



1. Word Mapping

Create a word map on a large sheet of paper. Write a root word in the center and have
students brainstorm prefixes and suffixes that can be added. For example, the root word
"play" can become "replay," "playful," and "playing."

2. Prefix and Suffix Scavenger Hunt

Organize a scavenger hunt where students search for items or words in the classroom or
school that contain specific prefixes or suffixes. This hands-on activity reinforces their
understanding in a fun way.

3. Create a Word Wall

Set up a word wall in the classroom dedicated to prefixes and suffixes. Include examples
and encourage students to add new words they discover throughout the year.

4. Prefix and Suffix Bingo

Create bingo cards featuring different prefixes and suffixes. Call out root words, and
students must find and mark the appropriate affixes on their cards. This game promotes
active participation and reinforces learning.

Sample Prefix and Suffix Worksheet for 5th
Graders

To further support your teaching, here’s a sample worksheet that can be used in the
classroom:

Prefix and Suffix Worksheet

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with the correct prefix or suffix to complete the words.
Then, use the words in sentences.

1. un- + kind = __________
2. re- + write = __________
3. joy + -ful = __________
4. hope + -less = __________
5. read + -able = __________
6. run + -ing = __________

Instructions: Match the prefixes and suffixes to their meanings:



1. dis-
2. -er
3. mis-
4. -ing

A. One who
B. Opposite of
C. Action or process
D. Wrongly

Instructions: Use the following words in sentences and identify the prefix or suffix used:

1. __________ (example word)
2. __________ (example word)

Conclusion

In conclusion, incorporating a prefix and suffix worksheet for 5th grade students into
your curriculum is an effective strategy for enhancing vocabulary, reading comprehension,
and writing skills. By understanding how prefixes and suffixes modify root words, students
can become more confident in their language abilities. With engaging activities and
structured worksheets, educators can foster a love for language and ensure that students
are well-prepared for their academic journeys.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a prefix?
A prefix is a group of letters added to the beginning of a word that alters its meaning.

Can you give an example of a common prefix?
Yes! The prefix 'un-' means 'not,' as in 'unhappy' which means 'not happy.'

What is a suffix?
A suffix is a group of letters added to the end of a word that changes its meaning or
grammatical function.

What does the suffix '-ing' indicate?
The suffix '-ing' is used to form the present participle of verbs, indicating an ongoing
action, like 'running.'



How can prefixes and suffixes help with vocabulary?
Prefixes and suffixes can help students understand the meaning of new words by breaking
them down into their components.

What are some activities to practice prefixes and
suffixes in 5th grade?
Activities can include matching words with their prefixes/suffixes, fill-in-the-blank
exercises, and creating new words using given prefixes and suffixes.

What is the purpose of a prefix and suffix worksheet for
5th graders?
The purpose is to reinforce understanding of how prefixes and suffixes change word
meanings and improve overall vocabulary skills.

Can you name a word that uses both a prefix and a
suffix?
Sure! The word 'disagreeable' has the prefix 'dis-' meaning 'not,' and the suffix '-able'
meaning 'capable of.'

How can teachers assess student understanding of
prefixes and suffixes?
Teachers can assess understanding through quizzes, worksheets, and by asking students
to create sentences using words with prefixes and suffixes.
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